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If 2020 has proven one thing for certain, it is that nothing can be certain, with seemingly 

every week throwing up a new challenge or upheaval that we must meet, adapt to, and 

then carry on. However even when the world around us seems to be going mad, there is 

one thing that can always be relied upon, birds. As we move through autumn the Fylde 

begins to come alive, and whilst we may not be able to predict what the coming months 

have in store for the world, I am sure it is comforting to us all to know that the Pink-footed 

Geese will still be whiffling their way onto the marshes Over Wyre, the finches and thrushes 

will still be streaming over Fairhaven, and that birds will always be there to captivate us, 

even in these craziest of times.  

I would like to extend my thanks to the membership for continuing to adhere to the ever-

changing Covid-19 restrictions whilst out and about birding around the Fylde. Unfortunately, 

FBC meetings must continue to be suspended until such a time that they can resume in a 

manner that is safe for our members and compliant with local restrictions. Please keep an 

eye on our website and via email for any updates from the committee on this subject. 

In this edition you will find the second half of my trip report covering a mini-break in the 

highlands and islands of Scotland, Peter Rhind takes us on a tour of his most local of 

patches, as well as excerpts from Malcom Evans and Craig Thomas from their talks for the 

June and August meetings respectively that sadly had to be postponed.   

Stay safe and good birding. 

Jonny Scragg 

news@fyldebirdclub.org 
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Recent Sightings – July to August 2020 
 

July 

Crossbills moving confirmed early autum passage was underway when, on the 6th, two juveniles 
landed briefly at Fleckleton Naze Pool before moving on and 5 more passed over Brock on 10th.  

Following a terrible spring passage comprising just 13 birds, a few Lesser Redpolls were on the move 
in July; one was in Fleetwood on the 18th and another flew over Pilling Lane on 24th.  2 Siskins that 
flew over Warton Bank calling on the 6th provided the only record of the month. 

Two Great White Egrets were at Freckleton Naze on 7th and another was at Glasson Marsh on 20th, 
confirming its status as a year round bird on the 
Fylde nowadays. 

A return passage Cuckoo that flew over Lytham 
Moss on 8th  was the month’s only record of what 
must now be classed as a scarce passage migrant on 
the Fylde. 

The 2nd summer Yellow-legged Gull continued to 
visit Cocker’s Dyke until the 19th. Mediterranean 
Gulls returned in July and up to 13 at once were on 
the Wyre in the Skippool area.  

2 Little Terns moved south past Starr Gate on the 19th. 

Manx Shearwaters were evident through most of the month off Blackpool and the peak movement 
was on 28th when 175 were logged. 5 Fulmars were logged off Starr Gate, with 4 during the last 
week.  

Wader passage got going in early July when the first two Grey Plovers returned to Preesall Sands on 
4th.  The following day Green Sandpipers appeared at Little Plumpton where up to 6 frequented a field 
flood throughout the month. Another group of up to 5 were at Freckleton Naze Pool during the same 
period.  

A juvenile Wood Sandpiper was at Conder Green from the 26th.  

An adult Spotted Redshank was in the Shard Bridge area from 2nd to 16th . This was followed by a 
juvenile at Freckleton Naze Pool from 29th to the month’s end.  
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Greenshanks also returned from the 5th and the month’s peak was 11 at Conder Pool on 26th.   

The first dates for some other returning waders included Whimbrel at Wardley’s Creek on the Wyre 
on 5th, Turnstone at Skippool Creek on 14th, 3 Sanderlings that flew south past Starr Gate on the 
17th, and on the same day the first Snipe of the autumn was seen at Shard Bridge. 

At the tradititional hot spot for Common Sandpipers on the Wyre, a peak of 25 were counted on 19th, 
which is sadly less than half the totals seen in the 1990’s. 

Marsh Harriers never really left the Ribble this year and up to three were present on Warton Marsh 
during July. 

The only Grey Partridge record during this period was 
of a pair on Cockerham Moss Edge on 7th.   

An adult male Stonechat was at Fleetwood Marsh 
Nature Park on 14th and a juvenile was there on 24th.  

The first Wheatear of the autumn was a juvenile at 
Fluke Hall on 12th.  

The autumn’s first Yellow Wagtail flew over Conder 
Green on 7th followed by juveniles logged most days 
at Bank End from 11th to the month’s end with two on 
some dates.  

A Bittern seen flying across Marton Mere on the 30th was either a new arrival or the June bird 
coming out of hiding after almost two months in cover. 

 

August 

The 13th August produced the most 
remarkable record of the period and what will 
surely prove to be in the top three this year: an 
adult Gull-billed Tern was found standing in a 
field at Todderstaffe by Frank Bird! Frank just 
about had enough time to take a digiscoped 
photograph before it dissappeared and was 
never seen again, despite furious searching far 
and wide by a number of birders.  

The high tide roost of Sandwich Terns on the 
beach at Knott End peaked at an outstanding 
713 on 15th when there were another 320 on 
the beach at St Annes. Some of these birds bore colour rings fitted in Southern Ireland. 
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The only Black Terns were over the sea off Blackpool, where three moved south in a group on 22nd 
followed by singles on 25th and 30th. 

It was a good month for Little Terns with three records totalling 6 birds off Blackpool and up to 9 on 
the beach at Knott End with the Sandwich Tern roost between the 13th and 19th.  
 

  

On 15th a Hobby moved over Newton Marsh and left the area heading south. The species remains 
stubbornly hard to connect with on the Fylde, despite its increased range in Northern England. 

A Merlin returned to Warton Marsh on the 6th and remained throughout the month.  Two more 
arrived on the 31st with a male at Cocker’s Dyke and a 1st winter at Fluke Hall.  

Marsh Harriers increased on Warton Marsh where up to 4 were seen (with another 2 on the dark 
side). Elsewhere, passage birds included two over Lane Ends on 19th, one  high over Marton Mere on 
30th  and on 31st one over Pilling Marsh and another in off the sea over Pilling Lane and away to the 
south. 

A Red Kite was in a field at Myerscough Quarry on the 9th. 

Two Ospreys passed through late in the month when one headed south over Knott End on 20th and 
another crossed the bay from Cockersand to Fluke Hall on 31st before circling up so high it 
disappeared. 

A juvenile Cuckoo stopped over at Newton Marsh from the 10th to 16th . Another was around Pilling 
Lane from 17th to 22nd and others were seen at Marton Mere and Cuddy Hill during the same period. 
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A Short eared Owl was reported over Fairhaven Dunes on 9th. 

Cattle Egrets reappeared in the later part of the month, when singles turned up at Warton Marsh on 
17th and Ramper Pot on 23rd.  The Little Egret roost at Freckleton Naze Pool reached 100 from the 
14th. On the 15th a Great White Egret returned to the Inskip area and the Bittern at Marton Mere 
showed again on 27th after another month in hiding. 

A total of 36 Arctic Skuas were seen off Starr Gate during the month, in contrast to just one in July. 
Four Great Skuas were also logged off Starr Gate between the 11th and 30th. 

A juvenile Pomarine Skua was seen sitting on the sea before heading south off Blackpool North Shore 
on 25th. Three juvenile Long-tailed Skuas were recorded off Starr Gate during the last eight days of  

 

the month, representing a remarkable series of records of what remains a frustratingly difficult species 
to see on the Fylde.  

In amongst the skua sightings, single Sabine’s Gulls passed Starr Gate on the 22nd and 29th , confirming 
that September had come early. A single Shag was seen off Starr Gate on five dates between the 9th 
and 24th, where 310 Gannets headed south on the 22nd which was the largest movement of the month 
by far. 

Continuing this summer’s run of Black Guillemot sightings off Blackpool, one was seen again on the 
17th . On the 21st four early Goldeneye flew south past the same view point. 2 Fulmars were off 
Blackpool North shore on the 2nd.  

An adult Yellow-legged Gull appeared at Cocker’s Dyke and remained until the month’s end. Up to 15 
Mediterranean Gulls were in the Skippool Creek area on the Wyre during the month. The only Little 
Gull of the period was a juvenile that moved south off Starr Gate on 31st.  

Two juvenile Pintail that flew east past Knott End on the 23rd were the first of the autumn. Four Ruddy 
Shelducks moved south off Starr Gate on 13th.  

The first returning Pink-footed Geese were represented by a group of 5 on a field at Todderstaffe on 
27th followed by a group of 7 heading south past Starr Gate two days later. 3 Pale-bellied Brent Geese 
flew north past Starr Gate on 30th.              

The juvenile Wood Sandpiper 
remained at Conder Green until 
the 1th and another was at 
Skippool Creek on the 18th.  

The juvenile Spotted Redshank 
remained at Freckleton Naze Pool 
until the 6th and was replaced by 
an adult at the same site the 
following day. On the 8th an adult 
was on the Ribble at Lytham and 
on the 23rd another was heard at 
Freckleton Naze.  

On the 7th August a Pectoral 
Sandpiper was found on the Lune at Glasson but unfortunately it didn’t hang around. The first 
Curlew Sandpiper of the autumn was a juvenile found on a flood a Laithwaite on 23rd followed by 
another juvenile on the beach at Cocker’s Dyke on the 31st.  
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A Purple Sandpiper was on the sea wall at Blackpool North Shore on 26th. 

The first Ruff of the autumn arrived on 13th when one was at Avenham and another was at Ramper 
Pot. These were followed by up to 3 on a flood near Todderstaffe and 14 more at scattered sites. 

Return passage Snipe peaked at 70 at Cocker’s Dyke by 31st. 

Swifts remained thin in the air, with a best count of 30 at Conder Green on 5th.  

Passage Garden Warblers were found at Marton Mere and Newton Marsh on the 11th and 12th 
respectively. The first stayed three days and the second two days. Single passage Spotted Flycatchers 
were at Pilling Lane Ends on 6th and at Freckleton Naze Point on 15th.  

 

The only Tree Pipit record (perhaps more will emerge from recordings) from August was of one 
grounded in rain at Warton on 17th.  

Yellow Wagtails were recorded at Bank End on most days, 
where up to 8 were seen together. At least 7 others were 
logged from the Ribble and north coast.  

Wheatear passage was generally light with single figure 
counts, except for Blackpool Airport, which held 13 on 13th 
and 23 on 15th.  

Just 2 Whinchats were recorded with singles on Warton 
Bank from 9th to 10th and Lytham Moss on 9th. A juvenile 
Stonechat was at Wesham Marsh from 10th to 28th and at 
Fairhaven Dunes there was an adult male and two juveniles 
on 30th.  

A Redstart was found at the same time and in the same 
bushes as the Newton Marsh Garden Warbler, where it 

stayed until the 13th. Another was found at Freckleton Naze Point on 15th.  

A Siskin that flew over Newton Marsh on 14th was the only record of the month. 

The month’s only two Lesser Redpolls flew over Warton Bank on 30th. 

 

Photo credits:  

juvenile Mediterranean Gull (Paul Slade), Spotted Redshank (Paul Slade),  

Wood Sandpiper (Dan Haywood), Grey Partridge (Paul Ellis), Gull-billed Tern (Frank Bird),  

Sandwich Terns (Paul Ellis), juvenile Little Tern (Chris Batty), adult Little Tern, (Chris Batty),  

Cuckoo (Paul Ellis), Dunlins and Turnstone (Howard Phillips) and Wheatear (Peter Rhind).  

 

Paul Ellis 
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All the above records were extracted from the Club’s Sighting’s Page on our website at 

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx 

 

To add your sightings, log-on using 

Username: lapwing  and Password: lapwing 

 

 

A reminder, both to existing members and for new contributors to the Club’s  

on-line Sightings Page, please do not publish the following: 

 

• Peregrine roost or nest sites 

• The exact location of any bird’s nest 

• Brown Hare sightings 

 

Please continue to send any sightings of the above by email to news@fyldebirdclub.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
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Scottish Mini-break – June 2019 (Part 2) 

 

Following on from Part 1 in the July newsletter. 

 

Day 3 – Friday 14th June 

A flexible approach is always important when considering both wildlife and weather, especially in 

Scotland! The initial plan for the day had been to set off early for a three-hour drive northward to 

Loch Maree, one of the most reliable areas to encounter two speciality dragonfly species found only 

in northern Scotland– Northern Emerald and Azure Hawker. Unfortunately the forecasted cloud and 

light rain soon put paid to that idea, so the back-up plan was instead to drive across country to Nairn 

on the Moray Firth to target the drake King Eider that had been regularly sighted near the harbour 

for the past month. However once again the unpredictability of birds kicked in, with the Eider having 

relocated to its favoured haunt on the Ythan Estuary near Aberdeen the previous evening, a bit too 

far for us to drive on this trip. So… plan C it is!  

Plan C involved heading straight from Ardnamurchan to Speyside, where we would be spending the 

next couple of days searching for some of the classic Scottish highland species. As is typical when 

travelling in Scotland, the drive took longer than expected due to frequent stops to scan various 

mountain ridges, lochs and rivers along the way, which did help us add a few new species to the trip 

list including Dipper, Greenshank and Red-breasted Mergansers, plus nice views of the breeding 

pair of Ospreys on their nest at Loch Insh.  

Upon reaching Speyside we headed straight for the well-known eagle hotspot of the Findhorn Valley, 

or as I had christened it the Find-nowt Valley on account of me never actually having seen an eagle 

there during my three previous visits! Driving to the end of the valley we were met with a packed car 

park which included several groups of birders already scanning the surrounding ridges for the local 

residents, although they reported no sightings for at least a couple of hours. So we settled in for a 

stakeout, not the most laborious of tasks when set against the backdrop of the beautiful valley that 

was enveloped in glorious June sunshine. 

It took over an hour but eventually Sophie 

spotted the unmistakable shape of an 

adult Golden Eagle as it soared up the 

valley, too high for any proper photos (as 

the record shot to the right shows!) but 

great scope views were had nonetheless. 

Happy we set off back down the valley, 

only to be stopped in our tracks after a 

couple of miles by a trio of Red Squirrels 

haring across the road as they chased each 

other through the pine trees. They were so 

focused on each other that for a while 

they afforded us some fantastic views, completely oblivious to our presence. 
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A quiet afternoon followed in the woods around Loch Garten and Loch Mallachie, the highlight of 

which was the discovery of a pair of enormous Raft Spiders (Dolomedes fimbriatus) on the 

boardwalk around one of the woodland pools. Overhead our first Peregrine of the trip cruised by, 

whilst from deep in the forest Ash’s sharp hearing picked out the high-pitched calls of a Crested Tit, 

but unfortunately it failed to materialise into view.  

 

Fortunately I had a backup plan for the Cresties, so after a fantastic dinner in Boat of Garten we 

made the short journey down the Spey valley to the large pine forests around Grantown-on-Spey, an 

area I had been fortunate enough to see Capercaillie and Crested Tit in during previous visits. Here 

we were incredibly lucky to get prolonged views of a male Capercaillie, feeding in a large clearing 

within the forest right next to our chosen footpath. The views were distant but when the target is 
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the size of a Capercaillie you don’t need to be close! A little further along the trail and once again 

Ash picked up the trilling calls of Crested Tit, this time a pair that gave typical neck-craning views as  

 

they worked their way through the tree-tops. By this point the sun was just starting to dip below the 

horizon, it had gone 10pm after all, so we set off back towards our B&B, clocking a fly-over 

Woodcock just outside Grantown on the way. 

 

Day 4 – Saturday 15th June 

Not all days go to plan… 

The morning started off well 

enough; a hearty Scottish breakfast 

left us all suitably stuffed and by 

mid-morning we were traversing the 

eastern edge of the Cairngorms 

heading for Ballochbuie in the Dee 

Valley, one of the largest expanses 

of truly ancient Caledonian forest 

left in Scotland. Our target here was 

Crossbills as this forest is known to 

hold all three UK species – Common, 

Scottish and Parrot. Unfortunately 

despite my best efforts I had not been able to procure a decent microphone from work for recording 

their calls, a crucial tool to ID individuals to species level, so we would have to do our best with field 

views alone. 

Almost immediately upon leaving the car we located a flighty family party of Crossbill near the river 

bridge. After initially giving us the run around we eventually managed good scope views which 

confirmed them as Common, still it was useful to get our eye in early. We spent the next couple of 

hours wandering deeper into the forest, with a flyover Osprey and singing Tree Pipits keeping us 

entertained, but it wasn’t till we had started to head back towards the river that we encountered 

our second flock of Crossbills. This group, a family party of 5 birds consisting 2 young males and 3 

female types, allowed for good scope views as they fed on cones in the treetops, particularly one 

female that gave unobstructed views for several minutes.  
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It was clear this bird was different from the 

Commons we had seen earlier, with an overall 

larger stocky structure, featuring a huge bull-

neck and head. The bill, whilst obviously larger 

than a Common, was not as enormous as we 

would have expected to see on a Parrot, 

although there is overlap in all these features 

between Parrot and Scottish. Being reliant on 

field views alone we secured some video of the 

birds, in the hope that others with more 

knowledge on the subject would be able to 

provide some guidance against our initial 

identification of Scottish Crossbill.  

 

Leaving the forest behind we headed for the hills once more in the hope of connecting with some 

mountain-top specialties. This is where the day went a bit off the rails. The plan was to climb Glas 

Maol, a mountain I had previously climbed back in 2015 when I had lucked on to a female Dotterel 

on the summit plateau along with multiple Ptarmigan. Whilst the summit of Glas Maol tops out at 

1068m making for a daunting sounding climb, the starting point for the walk is the Glenshee Ski 

Centre situated at 680m above sea level, thus greatly reducing the actual amount of ascending 

required. Coincidentally this is also the highest point of the UK public road network. To cut a long 

story short, the climb was steep but not too challenging, the views from the summit were 

spectacular, and the birds were… absent. A pair of Red Grouse on the lower slopes were about as 

good as it got, even the resident Ring Ouzels were hiding! A few Mountain Hares provided a small 

bit of consolation on the way back down. 

 

Our original plan had been to spend the evening relaxing at our Airbnb in Blairgowrie, but in order to 

try and salvage the day a little we changed tack and headed 20 minutes down the road to Loch of 

the Lowes, one of the most accessible strongholds for the growing Scottish Beaver population. Even 

before we had reached the reserve the mammal excitement had started with a doe Sika Deer in a 

roadside field, a lifers for the others and one of several we saw that evening. Upon reaching the 

tower hide at the west end of the loch we had barely taken our seats when Ash spotted a Beaver 

swimming along the far shore, we could barely believe our luck! It proceeded to give fantastic views 

as it swam along the length of the bay in front of the hide, pausing briefly to munch on some 
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bankside vegetation before disappearing out of view. We waited a little longer to see if it would put 

in another appearance, but instead had to be content with views of an adult and 2 juvenile Ospreys 

sat on their nest just across from the hide, and a surprise female Mandarin on the loch. 

So, not all days go to plan, but that isn’t necessarily a bad thing! 

Back at our accommodation that night we received confirmation from a pair of local experts that our 

female Crossbill at Ballochbuie was almost certainly Scottish, but with the expected caveat that it 

could not be 100% separated from a small-billed Parrot without a sonogram. This was about the best 

we could have hoped for from field-views alone, so a great result all things considered.  

 

 

 

Day 5 – Sunday 16th June 

Our final day in Scotland and after a long few days the plan was to simply spend the morning driving 

home to the Fylde without any stops along the way, as later that afternoon I had to drive down to 

Norfolk to attend a training course for work the following morning! But of course, as is the way with 

birds, a distraction soon appeared in the form of a drake Blue-winged Teal that had been found on 

the outskirts of Glasgow the previous day, a quick 15-minute detour from our planned route. Upon 

arriving at Frankfield Loch our quarry was 

immediately located; however, it had managed to 

choose the one place on the whole lake to fall 

asleep where it wasn't properly viewable, behind a 

couple of awkwardly positioned dead branches. As 

this was a lifer for Sophie (her fifth of the trip) and 

only a second for myself and Ash we didn’t want to 

leave with such views, so the quick detour turned 

into an hours wait before eventually a passing 

Mallard gave the Teal a little kick which flushed it 

out onto the open water, giving us a chance to 

fully appreciate it’s fantastic plumage.  

And with that our Scottish mini-break was over, having just nudged over the 1000 mile mark for the 

week. Whilst we were not specifically targeting species for a trip list, we still ended up seeing over 

115 species of bird across the 5 days, in addition to the mammal and butterfly highlights, a great 

return by all accounts.  

 

Jonny Scragg 
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Garden Birding 
 

We emigrated from Yorkshire when I retired in 1996 and settled on Pilling lane, a beautiful place to 

settle. I had birded when younger but work and children had taken over so I felt like I was starting all 

over again. 

The garden is 70 metres long by 10 metres wide and was a wilderness, reeds, collapsed greenhouse, 

rubble, old mattress and a concrete base. Next door was even wilder but it attracted birds. All we had 

to do was plant our garden as an attractive home or visiting place for birds. 

 
We planted lots of trees. I did suggest too many but Sue said not to worry we’ll be long gone before 

they grow massive. I am obviously on borrowed time!! 

 

The first exciting sighting was group of four Spotted Flycatchers in the sycamore at the bottom of the 

garden. The same tree that housed a calling Cuckoo and a Buzzard in later years. As the garden 

developed and grew so did the bird sightings. The feeders attracted Long tailed, Blue, Great and Coal 

Tits.  Autumn and Spring brought in 

Redpolls and Siskins, initially attracted 

by the trees at the bottom and then 

moving onto the feeders.  

Winter will always be a time of Pink 

footed Geese, Curlew and Whooper 

Swans calling overhead and the 

occasional Brambling exploring the 

bushes. Mute Swans are regular with 

no calls and noisy wings as opposed to 

the honking and quiet wings of the 

Whoopers. 

 

As the garden continued to grow, (it is a narrow line between garden and jungle ) House and Tree 

Sparrows, Magpies, Rooks, Jackdaws and Carrion Crows all appeared. The Carrion Crows even nested 

successfully in the now large tree away from the house. The deep gruff call of the Raven is becoming  

1996 

 
2020 

 

Redpoll 

1996 2020 
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more common now. In the winter the lower third floods, this produced one of the more unusual 

garden birds as I flushed three Snipe in the flood water. The same floods attracted a Grey Heron to 

visit our pond. 

Raptors include regular Sparrowhawks, Red Kites overhead (once), a Barn Owl which uses our drive 

and garden now and again as a access road to the fields at the bottom, the same field had Little Owls 

every year and the sight of three fluffy juveniles was delightful. The field has changed usage and the 

Little Owls have gone though the Barn Owls remain. 

Woodpigeons, Collared Doves, 

Feral and lost Racing Pigeons are 

regular and a Turtle Dove spent an 

afternoon resting in the Mountain 

Ash. 

Pied and Grey Wagtails, all the 
common birds including both Song 
and Mistle Thrushes and Redwings 
are around with Wrens, Dunnocks, 
Goldcrests, Goldfinches (or Redcaps 
as our neighbour insisted on calling 
them.) Greenfinches, becoming 
rarer now and Linnets. Warblers 
include Willow, Blackcap and 
Chiffchaff. 

By far the most exciting visitor was spotted by Sue. “Pete there is a funny red bird on the feeders, “I 

looked and there was a beautiful male Scarlet Rosefinch. I don’t know how I am going to match that. 

Maybe a flock of Waxwings if I can prevent the Blackbirds stripping the berry trees before winter 

bites. 

We have planted and developed the 

garden to attract all wildlife and Moles, 

Mice, Field Voles, a Fox, two Stoats and 

less welcome the odd Rat have appeared. 

I suppose we can’t choose which wildlife 

is welcome. Flowers are in flower from 

late January till the first frost, this year 

Marigolds flowered right through. 

Valerian seems to be particularly 

attractive to the Humming Bird 

Hawkmoth and we have had fifteen 

different species of butterfly so it seems 

as if the garden is healthy. 

 

 

 

Scarlet Rosefinch 
 

Turtle Dove 
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Fifty nine bird species in the garden and sixteen 

flyovers. Garden birding is fun. 

Finally the strangest sighting, as I went to put the 

chickens away one misty Autumn evening I heard a 

grunting call and a brown streaked bird went over 

very low, a Bittern. I e-mailed Chris Batty who sent 

me the flight call of a Bittern, perfect. 

Any birding is great and can throw up some 

amazing happenings. 

 

Peter Rhind 

  

Hummingbird Hawkmoth 
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Brazil’s Atlantic Forest 2020 with Malcom Evans 
 

As we are still unable to meet as a group due to the Covid-19 restrictions, the planned talk on Brazil’s 

Atlantic Forest, which was originally scheduled for the August meeting, has been postponed. 

When we are finally able to get together again the talk will focus on a trip to Brazil by several club 

members in January 2020. 

Though drastically reduced in area due to clearance for agriculture (only around 10% of the original 

area now exists), the Atlantic Forest remains an area characterised by high biodiversity with many of 

its species occurring nowhere else in the world. 

Using a range of superb photographs, taken by members of our group, we will explore a wide variety 

of spectacular bird species including hummingbirds, tanagers, toucanets, trogons and many more. 

Several different habitats will be considered illustrating how altitude plays a big part in species 

distribution from just above sea level up to 7000 feet. The talk will also feature other interesting 

species of animals, especially insects, with some excellent shots of exotic tropical butterflies. 

 

Surucua Trogon (Paul Slade) 

We will also hear the story of how the group located and identified one species of bird for which 

there were only five previous records from the whole of Brazil. 

Amidst all the bad news about the destruction of this unique habitat, we shall also discuss initiatives 

being taken by individuals and organisations to reverse the decline and provide some small grains of 

hope for the future.  

Hope to see you soon. 

Malcolm Evans 
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Flamborough Bird Obs in 2020 with Craig Thomas 
 

Unlike many other observatories with their accommodation and resultant costs, Covid-19 hasn’t 

affected our business model as much as some. That said, clearly circumstance has resulted in 

significant changes through spring: both the Seawatch Observatory and Thornwick Pool hides remain 

shut at the time of writing. Unfortunately, we had to cancel several events including our Spring 

Migration weekend, although our autumn Migweek is still scheduled for October and will be 

reviewed in due course. 

Coverage during the initial lockdown period was patchy, reliant upon 14 birders resident within the 

village. Despite such constraints spring birding was better than average. The headlines were grabbed 

by an adult Black-browed Albatross that toured the northern side of the headland at the start of 

July; it even briefly rested among non-breeding Gannets on the cliffs at RSPB Bempton Cliffs. This is 

probably the same individual that visited the reserve in 2017. A Brown Shrike was unseasonal and a 

major surprise near South Dykes. Discovered on the cusp of the first relaxation of some lockdown 

measures, trying to prevent a significant twitch in an area with constrained viewing proved difficult 

and controversial. 

 

The latter weeks of May and June featured spells of easterlies and they brought significant reward: 

six Cranes, a Temminck’s Stint, two Bee-eaters, a Red-rumped Swallow, a singing Greenish Warbler, 

an Icterine Warbler, two singing Blyth’s Reed Warblers, two singing Marsh Warblers, four Red-

backed Shrikes, three Rosy Starlings, a Red-breasted Flycatcher, a Serin and a Common Rosefinch all 

enlivened proceedings. 

Craig Thomas 

 

Whilst it is undoubtably an incredible shot, the above photo does make this particular newsletter 

editor feel slightly sick, having spent over 14 hours at Bempton across two days (and one night 

sleeping in the car park) waiting for the albatross to re-appear after arriving an hour too late!    
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Notices 
 

• Fylde Bird Report 2018 – by now every member should have received their copy of the 

2018 Fylde Bird Report, and I am sure you will agree with me that it is as a fantastic 

publication as ever! A big thanks to all those involved with compiling the report each year, it 

is massively appreciated by all the members.  

 

• Flickr Password Change – The login details for the FBC Flickr account have been updated. 

The new password is Lapwing1! whilst the username remains news@fyldebirdclub.org. We 

welcome and encourage submissions of all standards, as long as they depict the birdlife of 

the Fylde then there are no other restrictions! 

 

• Missing Newsletters – A massive thanks to Barry Dyson for providing 9 of the missing 

newsletters from our archive, which have now been scanned and added to the website. The 

archive now holds an impressive 140 editions, but we are still missing roughly 30 editions 

from years gone by to complete the set. If anybody has copies of any of the following 

newsletters then please get in contact via email! 

- No.28, 33, 35, 37, 41, 45, 47-50, 54, 56, 57, 59-64, 67, 70-71, 73 till c75 at end of 1995, 

May 1996, August 1996, February 1997 and June 2001. 

 

• Fylde Birders Abroad Submissions – This recently re-invented website page is looking a 

little bare at present so needs your help! If you wish to submit a recent report for inclusion 

on this section, simply email a pdf copy of your trip report and an image to be used on the 

page. 

 

• Whooper & Bewick’s Swan National Counts  
  

Coordinated count dates for the coming season. 

  

17th November  

15th December (to coincide with the coordinated Bewick’s Swan age assessment across 

Europe). 

19th January  

 

Counts -/+ 3 days either side of the above dates will also be accepted.  

  

The numbers of adults and first winters are also required.   

It doesn’t matter if several individuals submit counts to the Bird Club’s Sightings Page.   

The results will be extracted from there and forwarded to the WWT. 

 

• Coastal and Estuarine Disturbance 

Please continue to report disturbance incidents on the Bird Club’s Website at this 

location:  http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/noticeboard.html  

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/49200943668/
http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/fylde-birders-abroad.html
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/noticeboard.html

