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 Introduction 
 
This issue includes a sad farewell to Valerie Rushworth. It includes a summary of the last two months of bird 
records, covering the first part of the autumn migration period. The star local rarity during the period was 
the Elegant Tern, found in the Sandwich Tern roost at Knott End by Chris Batty. Chris has provided a detailed 
account in these pages. Ian Walker has produced a fascinating update on the BTO’s Cuckoo tracking project, 
which the Fylde Bird Club have sponsored. Using the link provided by Ian in his account, we can all follow 
their progress. 
There is the second instalment of a comparison of the current status of selected species with their positions 
in 1975. The account is based on a 1976 report produced by Maurice Jones, which summarised the status of 
all Fylde species up to the end of 1975.  
It’s now October and the birding autumn has only about a month remaining but it is at this time that 
extraordinary rarities can turn up. Top tips include investigating coastal bushes and parks, after easterly 
winds. It’s been a long time since anyone found a Red-breasted Flycatcher on the Fylde, so one of those 
would be most welcome! 
Physical Club meetings resumed in August at a new venue of Fylde Cricket Club in Poulton. Zoom meetings 
will run concurrently, for those who can’t or choose not to travel. 
We are reliant on your articles to use in the newsletter, so please submit something if you can. An account of 
a great day out, finding a rarity or scarce species or any other birding story that you think would interest 
others. We can help to edit any draft articles that members wish to submit. 
The Club’s email inbox address has been changed to fyldebirdclub@gmail.com owing to difficulties with 
arranging access to the old one. 
Thanks to Sophie Bagshaw for providing the excellent Black-tailed Godwit drawing for the cover. 
Good birding. 

Paul Ellis 

fyldebirdclub@gmail.com 
Your committee:  
Paul Slade (Chairman), Paul Ellis (Secretary), Kinta Beaver (Treasurer and Membership Secretary), Jolyon 
Barlow, Malcolm Evans, Ian Walker.  

 

mailto:fyldebirdclub@gmail.com
mailto:fyldebirdclub@gmail.com
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Recent Sightings Autumn 2021 – August to September Inclusive 
      

Sandwich Terns – Knott End - Paul Ellis 

Two Pale-bellied Brent Geese flew south past Starr Gate on the 11th September, followed by three that flew 
north past there on the 19th. 

Four Barnacle Geese, of uncertain origin, flew south along the Wyre on the 15th September. 

The first returning Pink-footed Geese were a flock of 18, seen at Knott End on the 7th. Arrivals peaked on the 
25th when 6678 were counted heading south over Lytham. 

The first Whooper Swans of the autumn arrived on the 30th September when a party of four adults landed in 
the atypical location of Stanley Park. 

The six Egyptian Geese were again on Cockerham Sand Quarry on the 11th September. 

Two eclipse male Pochard on Marton Mere on 3rd September were the first and, so far, only birds of the 
autumn. Pochard has become so scarce now, that all records are requested. 

Swifts were moving on the 10th August when 160 were in the air together heading west over Eagland Hill.  
There were no other three figure counts. The last record of the year (so far) was of 2 over Todderstaffe on the 
1st September. 

The only Cuckoo record of the period was of one seen flying over at Preesall on the 31st August. 

Little Grebes favoured Conder Pool, where a peak count of 27 was made on the 19th September. 

Golden Plover numbers started to build and by the end of the month 250 were at Cockersand. 

During mid to late August, impressive Ringed Plover counts of 2000 were made at Fairhaven as large numbers 
passed through the area. To put this into context, the international importance threshold is only 540 and the 
national level is 420. 

Whimbrel passage was light and a flock of 14 that flew past Starr Gate on the 8th August was the only double 
figure count. Only four were recorded during September, all were on the Wyre with the last on the 12th. 

Knot returned en masse during the latter half of the month resulting in a peak count of 10000 at Fairhaven on 
the 22nd August. The international importance threshold is only 5300 and the national level is 2600. 

It was a poor autumn for Ruff, which is probably unsurprising given the absence of their favoured passage 
habitat of field floods. One was at Skippool on the 3rd September and two were in the creek at Conder Green 
on the 13th, where perhaps one of these two, was seen again from the 19th to the 25th. The last was a juvenile 
at Knott End on the 30th. 

The first two juvenile Curlew Sandpipers of the autumn appeared at Skippool Creek on the 26th August and 
increased to three by the month’s end until the 2nd September. Singles were at Warton Marsh and Church Scar 
on the 1st, the latter remaining until the 6th. Another at Skippool Creek on the 6th was probably a new bird and 
the last one was at Church Scar from the 23rd to the 25th. 

Sanderling passage was also strong during August, climaxing on the 22nd with over 2500 counted on the 
Fairhaven and St Annes Beaches combined. In September, another massive count of 2385 was made at St 
Annes Beach on the 12th.  The threshold for international importance is 2000 birds and, for the UK, just 200. 
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Passage Dunlin numbers peaked at 7000 on the 14th August at Fairhaven. This is over double the national 
importance threshold of 3400. 

On the last day of August, the first two Little Stints of the autumn were found at Warton Marsh, comprising 
an adult and a juvenile.  On 2nd September one was at Skippool Creek and a juvenile was at Church Scar. An 
adult replaced the juvenile at Church Scar from the 4th to the 6th. The last of the period was a juvenile on the 
tideline at Cocker’s Dyke on the 26th.  

A scattering of passage Green Sandpipers were recorded, including five on Freckleton Naze Point on 9th 
August. In September, two remained in the Naze Point area, elsewhere one flew over Catforth on 7th, two 
were on a (very rare) flood at Weeton on 8th and another two were on the Wyre at Little Singleton on the 27th. 

Greenshank passage accelerated during August, when Conder Pool claimed the only double figure counts, 
peaking at 16 on 15th. Elsewhere, up to 9 were on both Warton Marsh and the Wyre Estuary. In September 
numbers peaked at 14 on the Wyre at Wardleys on the 3rd, Conder Green held 13 on the 25th and 10 were at 
the Naze Point on the 18th. 

Only the third Wood Sandpiper of the year stopped over at Newton Marsh for a day on the 28th August. 

On the 15th August two juvenile Spotted Redshanks dropped into Skippool Creek. Single birds seen 
subsequently in the same area on the 22nd and 26th may have been new individuals. In September, one was at 
Church Scar on the 1st and there were records from Freckleton Naze from the 9th to the 24th, peaking at 7 on 
the 18th. An adult winter was in the creek at Lytham Quays on the 20th.  

                         

Juvenile Spotted Redshanks – Skippool Creek - Paul Ellis                        Juvenile Black-tailed Godwit – Skippool Creek - Paul Slade 
 

The only Little Gull record concerned a juvenile, seen heading south past Starr Gate on the 5th September. 

Mediterranean Gull passage peaked with 14 at Bank End on the 15th August and 13 at Skippool Creek on 22nd. 
Skippool retained similar numbers during September, with a maximum count of 14 on the 16th.  

The adult and 3rd summer Yellow-legged Gulls remained in the Cocker’s Dyke area until mid-August with the 
adult being seen through to late September. 
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Yellow-legged Gull – Cocker’s Dyke - Paul Ellis                                                        Little Egret – Conder Pool - Paul Slade 

The Sandwich Tern roost at Knott End increased during the month to reach an impressive 2100 by the 31st. 
The roost on St Annes Beach peaked at 1700 on the 1st September. 

The highlight of the month was the discovery of an Elegant Tern roosting with the Sandwich Terns on Knott 
End Beach late on the 20th August. It was not seen again until the 31st when again it was only seen for a short 
time at dusk. Fortunately, it returned the following evening allowing a number of keen birders to finally see it 
on Fylde territory. Please see page 11 for a full account. 

While searching for the Elegant Tern at Knott End, a juvenile Black Tern was found with the Sandwich Terns 
providing the only record of the period. 

At Starr Gate four Little Terns moved south on the 6th August followed by singles on the 8th, 12th and 20th.  At 
Knott End a family party of an adult and two still dependent juveniles, were on the beach on the 7th and 8th 
August. 

There were three records of single Great Skuas moving south past Starr Gate during the first half of August. 
One was seen feeding on a dead gull at Fairhaven Beach on the 23rd September. 

A total of 12 Arctic Skuas passed Starr Gate during August and a pack of up to 7 at once harassed the Sandwich 
Tern flock off Knott End during the latter part of August. Only five were seen in September: one off Knott End 
on the 5th, singles off Starr Gate on the 6th and 25th and two there on the 27th. 

Two juvenile Long-tailed Skuas moved south off Starr Gate on the 8th August. 

A Black Guillemot flew north past Starr Gate on the 21st September. 

A Puffin that flew south past Starr Gate on the 12th September was the 7th record of the year. 

Two Red-throated Divers were seen heading south off Starr Gate on the 26th and 31st August. Passage picked 
up during September and the peak counts were 30 south past Starr Gate on the 18th and another 23 on the 
19th. 

The winds finally strengthened on 23rd September and the following day three Leach’s Petrels were seen off 
Blackpool, two off Starr Gate and one off Bispham. Another passed Starr Gate on the 27th. 

Three Fulmars headed south past Starr Gate on the 6th August followed by a single on the 29th and another on 
the 5th September. 

There were three records of Shag in September, one was off Blackpool North Shore on the 4th, another was 
photographed on a rock at Rossall on the 15th and one was on the sea off Starr Gate on the 26th. 
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Up to seven Spoonbills were seen in Ribble channel from Lytham Quays during late August. Their numbers 

increased to 14 during early September and at times they were certainly on the Fylde side of the river. 

A Bittern was again seen at Marton Mere on 12 dates from the 23rd August. 

Three Great White Egrets roosted at Freckleton Naze Point on 28th August where the count increased to 5 by 

the 21st September.  Two were seen regularly on nearby Warton Marsh.  

A peak count of 145 roosting Little Egrets was made at Freckleton Naze Pool on 21st September. 

Two Ospreys that were seen at the same time on the 10th September at Rossall, provided the only record of 
the autumn. 

In August, passage juvenile Marsh Harriers were seen at Eagland Hill on the 10th, Pilling on the 23rd, Wesham 
Marsh on the 24th and Staining on the 30th. In September, juveniles passed south over Pilling Lane on the 25th 
and Wesham Marsh on the 18th. Up to four were on Warton Marsh during August and two or more were 
present in September, including an adult male, rarely encountered on the Fylde. 

A Red Kite was filmed flying west over the Ribble at Freckleton on the 5th September. 

A Short-eared Owl that flew in off the sea at Starr Gate on the 19th September, was the only one of the period. 

The first Merlin of the autumn returned to Warton Marsh on the 21st August followed by the second, two days 
later, at Pilling Lane. Two remained at large on Warton Marsh during September. 

An adult Hobby was photographed over Bank End on the 9th August and singles were seen at Warton Marsh 
on the 29th and Knott End on the 30th. In September, a juvenile was at Willey Lane, Cockerham, on the 20th.  

 

                                   Marsh Harrier – Wesham Marsh – Lee H                                                                 Hobby – Bank End - Paul Ellis  
 

In late September a passage of Jays was noted, when a flock of 13 flew south east over Warton Bank on the 
25th and three others were in unusual spots. 

Remarkably, what was presumed to be the same Willow Tit as last winter, reappeared at Carr House Green 
Common on the 12th September. 

A Garden Warbler at DeVere Golf Course, Blackpool on the 2nd to 4th August may have been the same 
individual that was seen there in late July. Another was reported from Carleton on the 27th August. 
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The first, and so far only, Redwings of the autumn, were two that flew east over Warton Marsh on the 26th of 
September. 

A light return passage of Spotted Flycatchers began on the 14th of August with two at Lytham Crematorium, 
followed by a juvenile at Wesham Marsh on the 19th and singles in the Heron’s Reach Golf Course / Staining 
Nook area on the 20th and 23rd. Four more were found in the first half of September comprising singles at 
Freckleton, Heron’s Reach Golf Course, Knott End and Carr House Green Common. 

A Pied Flycatcher found in Louie Horrocks Park, Blackpool, on the 9th September, was the only record of the 
period. 

10 Whinchats were logged during September up to the 16th. Two juveniles spent three days at Wesham Marsh 
and another two also stayed three days at Mythop.  

Bank End supplied most of the Yellow Wagtail records, where up to seven were present throughout August. 
Elsewhere, one was a Pilling on the 23rd, two were at Crimbles on the 24th, two passed east over Cocker’s Dyke 
on the 29th and another two flew south over Starr Gate on the 31st. Seven more were seen in the first half of 
September: two over New Ridge Farm on 4th; two on Knott End slipway on 5th; two at Granny’s Bay on 10th 
and one on Fairhaven Beach on the 15th.  

Visible migration was generally extremely poor during the period. However, Grey Wagtails pushed through 
on the 5th September when (with perhaps some overlap) 20 moved south over Fairhaven and 29 moved south 
over Starr Gate. 

                                        Wheatear – Fluke Hall – Paul Slade                                                    Juvenile Yellow-Wagtail – Bank End - Paul Ellis  

Only five Tree Pipits were recorded during August, comprising two grounded at Crimbles on the 24th, two on 
DeVere Golf Course on the 27th and one in trees at Cocker’s Dyke on 29th. However, night time recordings may 
yet add some more. Six more were recorded in September: 3 over Fairhaven on the 1st, 2 over Starr Gate on 
the 2nd and one over Blackpool Airport on the 5th. 

In line with other visible migration records, Siskin records were few and far between. One flew over Starr 

Gate on 12th September and two moved east over Pilling Lane on the 19th. 

To add photographs to the Bird Club’s Flickr Page at https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/ logon as 

news@fyldebirdclub.org with password Reedbunting5%  

Paul Ellis 

To add your sightings, log-on using the following details 

Username: lapwing     Password: lapwing 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/
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Cuckoo Sponsorship Project Update  

Following on from the previous newsletter we have mixed news to report. Unfortunately, one of our birds, 

Columbus, has been lost but three of the Fylde Cuckoos are in Africa at the time of writing. Further to the 

amazing migration undertaken by Ellis, this time we detail the incredible journey undertaken by Victor II 

across the Great Eastern Sand Sea. 

In each newsletter we hope to address a small part of the science behind the study and, in this edition, we 

will briefly look at the autumn migration.  

The study has found that birds either migrate south west via Spain and Morocco (the west route) or south 

east via Italy or the Balkans (the east route) before converging in the Congo basin of central Africa. The study 

has shown that birds taking the east route tend to leave the UK earlier and indeed this was the case for Ellis 

and it would appear both Daniel and Victor II are taking a more eastern route. Data has shown that birds 

taking the west route are more likely to die before completing the Sahara crossing despite this route being 

12% shorter to this point. So, for the first time this demonstrates how a specific route can effect autumn 

migration success. There was no difference in survival during the rest of the southward migration or during 

their return northward to the breeding grounds. 

 

 

Despite the obvious ecological barrier presented by the Sahara, interestingly, most of the mortality on the 

west route occurred in Europe, suggesting the conditions at stopover sites are responsible. In recent years 

Spain has suffered droughts and wildfires which might have affected the cuckoos, although other factors like 

large-scale habitat change may also play a role. 
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More detailed information can be found using the link below. 
 
https://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/peer-reviewed-papers/population-decline-linked-migration-
route-common 
 
 
Update on the remaining four Fylde Cuckoos 
 
At the beginning of July, AJ had flown 2,133 km (1,326 miles) over the Sahara from Algeria to southern Mali. 
An update received at 11:11 (Monday 19th July) showed that he had completed his crossing and was in south 
west Mali, approximately 9km (5.5 miles) south east of the village of Didenko in the Kayes region of Mali. 
An update received at 10:32 (3rd August) showed that AJ had left Mali, flying 550 km (342 miles) east, over 
the border into West Africa at Burkina Faso. He is 17 km north of the town of N'dorola in south-western 
Burkina Faso. 
 
A new update from Victor II's tag at 04:55 (19th July) showed that he had flown a further 240 km (149 miles) 
south and reached the hills above Cavalaire-sur-Mer on the French Riviera. 
 
By 28th July Victor II was on the move. Updates received from his tag at 07:30 (28th July) showed that he left 
France and crossed the Mediterranean. He flew 1,423 km (885 miles) south and reached north eastern 
Algeria. At the end of July he was over the Grand Erg Oriental (Great Eastern Sand Sea), one of the driest 
landscapes on earth. This "erg" or dune field is vast, covering an area of approximately 600 kilometres by 
200 kilometres, an endlessly stretching horizon of sand. Ahead of him was Tassili n'Ajjer national park, a 
sandstone plateau, the highest peak of which is Adrar Afao at 2,158 m (7,080 ft).  
 
On 3rd August information was received about Victor II. He had flown 1,500 km (960 miles) south, crossing 
the Sahara and reaching the sahel in Niger. He has remained here, close to the town of Abalak in the Tahoua 
Region of southern Niger. Another amazing story by a bird sponsored using funding from Fylde Bird Club. 
At the beginning of August there have been no further significant movements to report from Daniel (Italy) 
and, Ellis (Nigeria). 
 
Meanwhile, having got off to a promising start flying 424 km (264 miles) south from Scotland to 
Nottinghamshire we are sad to lose Columbus. On 26th June there was a sudden, permanent drop in 
temperature recorded by the tag and the battery charge then declined steadily until the last transmission on 
4th July. Unfortunately, this suggests that Columbus perished. The information gathered from Columbus will 
still make a valuable contribution to the growing knowledge and understanding of the risks faced by Cuckoos 
on migration. 
 
The four remaining birds above can be followed using the BTO link below, no log in details are necessary – 
simply scroll down the page where you will find a map (see below). Click on the individual icons and follow 
the information to monitor the birds’ progress. 
 
 
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project 
 

https://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/peer-reviewed-papers/population-decline-linked-migration-route-common
https://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/peer-reviewed-papers/population-decline-linked-migration-route-common
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project
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Until the next newsletter we hope you get the opportunity to follow the birds. There is also an abundance of 

information on https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project relating to the project 

and its aims. However, if anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Ian Walker 7th August 2021 

 

Generous Donation to FBC 

Fylde Bird Club have received a very generous donation of £500 from Ellen Pemberton, a long-standing and 
committed member of the Club. The donation has been given in memory of Ellen’s mum, Joyce Pemberton, 
who sadly passed away earlier this year. Joyce Pemberton had a keen interest in nature and positively 
encouraged her daughter to take up birding. The donation has been used to purchase seed for our bird 
feeding projects across the Fylde region (e.g. Carr House Green Common, Eagland Hill, Marton Mere, 
Todderstaffe, Treales). A big thank you to Ellen; we greatly appreciate your continued support.  
 

Marton Mere - Key Safe to Hide 

The key to the hide at Marton Mere was stolen and the key safe code was no longer considered secure. 
Hence, the key code has been changed to 2304.   

  

https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project
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The Elegant Tern at Knott End 

From an early age I was fascinated in birds that visit the British Isles as vagrants and amongst the multitude 

of such species featured in the then recently published field guide by Per Alström 'Rare Birds of Britain and 

Europe' Elegant Tern captured my imagination. I postulate now that it was a combination of the absolute 

rarity of the species here; at that time just the one record in 1982 (the twitch to Ireland for which veteran 

Fylde birder Dave Pitman beguiled me with, and twitching Ireland just felt so beyond my reach as I cycled 

around Hambleton), the vast distance to Europe from the native range of the species along the Pacific 

seaboard between southern California and Chile, the illustrious common name of the species, and that the 

first birding journals I inherited contained multiple detailed identification papers on how to separate the 

species from its congeners (Lesser Crested Tern, Sandwich Tern, and Cayenne Tern), with subsequent 

correspondence penned by ornithologists on the World-stage questioning the validity of the claims that 

Elegant Tern had ever really reached Europe adding a sense of enigma. 

In 1996, at the age of 18, I left Europe for the first time and visited California where on my first morning I 

made a beeline for a coastal lagoon Bolsa Chica where I knew there was a large colony of Elegant Terns. I 

can't recall ever have been as excited as I was that day experiencing a new avifauna with Western 

Sandpipers, Black Skimmers, Savannah Sparrows, and so much more, all at my feet but it was the Elegant 

Terns that were the star attraction. As I watched the throng, a local birder arrived and asked if I'd seen the 

bird of the moment on-site - a Sandwich Tern had settled in the colony! 

In late June 1999 I was above western France on a return flight from Spain and I pointed out to my birding 

pals the Banc d' Arguin below and recounted how it had hosted the first ever Elegant Tern to occur in the 

Western Palearctic most summers between 1974 and 1984, and how that was such an unlikely vagrant that 

we might never 'get that one back'. In the event, only a week passed before an Elegant Tern was found in 

Ireland amongst the Sandwich Tern colony at Lady's Island Lake, County Wexford. But the following day was 

my university graduation and I felt I just couldn't miss the ceremony and abandon my mother in Norwich (I'd 

already put her through enough). My friends from the plane from Spain saw the bird the next morning and 

watched it fly out to sea and that night I was collected (somewhat worse for wear) from my graduation ball 

and driven across England and Wales to meet the ferry. We arrived at Lady's Island Lake to find the bird had 

now not been seen for over 24 hours and despite us staying overnight and for much of the next day we 

admitted defeat and caught the ferry home disillusioned. Midway through our return through Wales we 

received news of the return of the bird and a swift U-turn allowed us to catch the same ferry back to Ireland! 

An anxious wait and there was the Elegant Tern! I was ecstatic. 

In the summer of 2002 and 2005 a series of records of orange-billed terns in England, Wales, and the 

Netherlands were variously believed to have been Elegant Terns or perhaps hybrid terns. In 2006 I joined the 

British Birds Rarities Committee by which time genetic analysis was becoming a more widely used tool in 

bird identification and the provisional results from the scientists was that what looked like Elegant Terns in 

Europe were in fact hybrid Lesser Crested Tern x Sandwich Tern! The identification of Elegant Tern had once 

again become a hot-potato and I felt most cheated. 

Then time stood still for records of Elegant Terns in Britain until a revised genetic paper in 2017 contradicted 

the initial findings and announced that all four of the terns that looked like Elegant Terns that had been 

trapped between France and Spain were actually 'pure' genetic Elegant Terns after all and not hybrids. In 

2019 as I finished my term on the BBRC I coauthored a paper in British Birds detailing all the records of 

Elegant Tern in Britain that had now been accepted. 

Elegant Tern is now no longer the extreme rarity in Europe that it once was and has even been breeding in 

Spain since 2009, and also this year in France. However, it has remained a rarity in Britain with one present 

between West Sussex and Dorset in 2017 being the first here since 2005. On 4th July 2021 an Elegant Tern 

was found at Cemlyn Bay, Anglesey where it displayed to the Sandwich Terns in the colony. Anglesey has 



12 

famously hosted many rare terns in the past but none have ever gone on to reach the Fylde but in this 

instance I remarked to Paul Ellis that this time I thought it might be different and that it might well come 

here when the colony dispersed from there in August. In nearly every photograph I saw of the Elegant Tern 

at Cemlyn Bay it perched on the same rock parading a fish in display and that it was so committed to the 

Sandwich Tern colony there was confirmed for me when I visited the site in late July and watched it in life. 

 

Elegant Tern at Cemlyn Bay, Anglesey. July 2021. Paul Ellis 

On 31st July the Elegant Tern was no longer sat on that rock and by the following day Tim Vaughan had 

located it in Lancashire at Formby Point and it really did feel like it was on its way to the Fylde. 

Unfortunately, I was on a family holiday and my (normally understanding) wife drew the line at me chasing 

an Elegant Tern again; especially not when I had seen the same individual the previous week! Fortunately, it 

waited for me to return to Lancashire and I saw it amongst in excess of 4,000 Sandwich Terns at Hightown 

on 6th August. 

Since I moved to live in Knott End in 2004 Sandwich Terns have increasingly used Preesall Sands in early 

autumn. However, the flocks are typically ephemeral and for a large aggregation here a high tide around 

dusk is usually required. In 2017 just shy of 2,000 Sandwich Terns arrived on 4th September but would that 

be replicated in 2021 and even if they all arrived would that be enough to bring the Elegant Tern with them? 

Myself and others checked at Knott End each day but the Elegant Tern continued to be reported as present 

to the south around the Alt Estuary. On 20th August at 20:30 it was a dank evening but I hadn't noticed terns 

gathering until I was midway through a video-call with my wife when out of the corner of my eye I noticed a 

large wisp of birds over the sands. I knew they would be Sandwich Terns and I instantly cancelled the call, 

grabbed my binoculars and telescope and headed for the Esplanade. I arrived to find so many terns but 

almost all in flight with the light fading fast and now it was raining. I was thinking the Elegant Tern will be 

here but I won't see it. I noticed that some of the terns were landing on the mud north of the slipway and I 

cautiously moved into a position where I could scan through the flock. Conveniently they were all side-on 

and all awake and after perhaps 100 birds the give-away all yellow bill was there in plain sight: the Elegant 

Tern had arrived! I reached into my bag for my mobile phone in the hope that Paul Ellis might just be able to 

get there before darkness but before I'd had chance to attach my camcorder to my telescope and film the 

bird the flock had spooked, disappeared into the gloom and it was all over. My elation was slightly tempered 

by a message from Stuart Piner (always my greatest critic): 'where's the photos?' and I knew he was right, 

my not documenting the bird here had made the afterglow of the experience somewhat bittersweet. 

The following day the bird was searched for intently to no avail and by 22nd it had returned south of the 

Ribble Estuary. Over the following days the tide height was rising and with every tide covering the beach and 

dispersing the remaining terns I wondered if perhaps that was the end of the story until on 27th it was 

relocated to the north of here at Hodbarrow, Cumbria. On 31st August I thought the evening tide showed 

promise and on my arrival I could see a Sandwich Tern roost was amassing and included a Black Tern. Drizzle 

added to the atmosphere but made searching difficult and the terns were much calmer than they had been 
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on 20th but that meant that more than half of the birds were asleep with their bills hidden. I walked out 

across the sands to get closer and kept scanning, grateful that each 'dread' by the flock shuffled the pack. An 

hour in and flocks of Sandwich Terns were still arriving all the time bolstering the mass to over 2,000 and I 

was simultaneously becoming more hopeful the Elegant Tern would arrive and less hopeful that I'd pick it 

out when suddenly there it was in my telescope. Remembering my mistake last time I immediately reached 

for my camcorder and started filming before sending out the news of its return. Paul Ellis soon arrived - 

sprinting across the sands as if in a remake of Chariots of Fire - but the flock had split and the light had all but 

gone before he reached me. 

At dawn the next day Stuart Meredith had seen the Elegant Tern before it flew out to sea fishing but that 

evening saw its swan song when it returned to the sands at Knott End to join a much smaller gathering of 

Sandwich Terns and it was finally able to be enjoyed by the majority of the keenest of Fylde birders. 

Chris Batty 

Elegant Tern with Sandwich Terns at Knott End. 31-08-2021. Chris Batty 

 
 
 
 

Valerie Rushworth 
 
Valerie Rushworth sadly passed away in August. Val joined the Fylde Bird Club in 2003 and was a 
regular attender at Club meetings prior to the pandemic. Val was regularly encountered out and 
about, birding across the Fylde region, and her passion for birdwatching was evident. She will be 
fondly remembered for her warm and friendly nature and missed by all who had the pleasure of 
knowing her.   
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Long-tailed Skua 

Blackpool North Shore Golf Course 25th May 
 
As usual, I was playing golf on a Tuesday morning, not very successfully on this occasion, but as we walked up 
the tenth fairway, I spotted an unusual looking bird that I did not recognise. I should add that my bird 
recognition still leaves a little to be desired, but I digress. 
 
At this point I decided it was picture time so out came the phones and two of us took pictures before the golf 
continued, and I thought I might return with my camera later in the afternoon for some better photos. 
However, when we passed close to the same spot later in the round, I could not see the bird so I did not return 
later. 
 
When I got home, I checked all the rather grainy photos against all my bird books and still could not recognise 
what it was. I should add in my defence that the bird in the pictures did not have a long tail. 
 
Next step was to e-mail the Fylde Bird Club with a picture and hopefully someone at that evening’s monthly 
meeting would tell me what it was. Little did I know the interest my photo would create. 
 
Chris Batty told me it was a Long-tailed Skua and later sent me the following e-mail: 
 

“What an unexpected find on a golf course! I see the Fylde Bird Club emails as I maintain the 
dataset of bird records for the Club and when I noticed your email pop-up I was stunned – the 
most interesting email to the club I can remember reading in twenty years of checking! 
Interestingly, the Long-tailed Skua you found was the same individual that had earlier been 
present in Wales at Machynys, Carmarthenshire on 15th-16th May, and then at Llanrhystud, 
Ceredigion on 22nd May. Unfortunately, it has become oiled and this probably explains why 
it’s not far out at sea and migrating rapidly north to the Arctic but is instead touring British 
golf courses. It has lost its elongated central tail feathers and the rest of the tail is in poor 
condition but it can clearly fly well and hopefully it will survive if it hasn’t ingested too much 
oil.” 

 
When I logged on to the meeting that evening it was clear that I had created quite a stir, and a few keen birders 
were missing for the start of the meeting and, as you can see, Paul Ellis managed to get some great photos 
that same evening. 

Jim Wacey 
 

 

Adult Long-tailed Skua, North Shore Golf Course, May 2021 – Paul Ellis 
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Fylde Birds: Past and Present  
Part 2 - Waders 

 
In 1976 Maurice Jones wrote a report summarising all the records of birds on the Fylde and the status 
of each species. This article is the second in a series that exploits this 1970’s report to compare the 
past and present status of selected species. This instalment covers a selection of waders, focusing on 
rarities and species where significant changes are apparent. 
 
Maurice Jones’s 1976 report provides an invaluable reference. In comparing past and present 
records, one must consider that like for like comparisons are not possible owing to a number of 
factors. In the modern era, observer numbers and reported data are far greater than in the past; 
modern optical aids are vastly superior to older instruments and current field guides and 
identification resources are greatly improved. Older sources of bird record data are fewer and less 
accessible than modern computerised datasets. Fylde records have only been fully electronic since 
1996 and Fylde Bird Reports were not published before 1983. However, despite the limitations, some 
interesting changes are evident. 
 
Prior to 1976, Freckleton Sewage Farm used open settlement beds, that provided an attraction to 
passage ‘freshwater’ waders unsurpassed by any other habitat. This site produced an impressive log 
of rare waders that modern observers are most envious of. The modern Fylde is poorly served with 
good ‘freshwater’ passage wader habitat and, therefore, these old records from Freckleton may 
never be matched and a number of species have yet to be seen again on the Fylde. 
 

 
 

 
There hasn’t been one since and the number of British records has declined significantly. Therefore, 
the chances of another seem remote. 
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Lapwing has declined dramatically as a breeding bird and its breeding areas could now be termed 
localised. Winter flocks have also fallen, the largest flock seen since 2010 is 6000 in 2015, which is 
barely a third of what used to occur. 
 

 
Little Ringed Plover did not begin to colonise Britain until 1938. From the above, this species was 
first recorded on the Fylde in 1958 but by 1975, only a few were recorded each year. Although it 
now an expected spring migrant in very small numbers, only a few pairs breed in our area, 
undoubtedly owing to the scarcity of suitable freshwater wetland sites. 
 

 
This has always been a very rare bird in Lancashire and the record above was the first for the 
county. The next one was found at Rossall Point in March 1992 and returned to spend the next five 
winters here. This female became Britain’s most famous and twitched Kentish Plover ever. 
Following that, one may have thought that we had been granted our fair share of Kentish Plovers 
but another was found by Pete Woodruff at Cockersand on 3rd May 2011, which stayed for three 
days.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After all that shooting, the account above details just five records during the 20th century. Between 
1975 and the end of the century there were a further six records. The first two: 1976 (3) and 1981 
(4) were in spring and the remainder were in the autumn.  In 2000 a short staying trip of 7 were 
found by Stephen Dunstan at Eagland Hill on the 29th April but it would be another 13 years before 
another was seen on the Fylde, when one was at Cockersand for a day on 16th  April 2013. The 
following spring, 6 were belatedly reported by a farmer at Jarvis Carr. Finally, on the 8th May 2015, 
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a more accessible chance to see the species arose when Stuart Piner found a trip of five at 
Cockersand, which stayed for three days. One was sound recorded over Knott End on 22nd August 
2016 but there have been none since.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Kentish Plover, Cockersand, May 2011 – Mick McGough          Dotterel, Cockersand, May 2015 – Stuart Piner 

 

 
Common Snipe was probably still breeding on Newton Marsh in 1983 but  the next record of a 
drumming bird was in 2000, also at Newton Marsh. The last records of birds drumming were at 
Myerscough Quarry in 2002 and Newton Marsh in 2015. Since then there has been no suggestion of 
breeding in our area. 
 

 
There have been no further records of Great Snipe since these four bit the dust.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is possible that a very few pairs still nest on the Fylde, as a few displaying birds are still reported in 
spring. However, breeding has not been confirmed since 2016. 
Counts of over 6000 were still being recorded up to 2007 but in the last decade no count has 
exceeded 2300. 
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This species is one of the few that has increased since the above summary. Counts of over 2000 are 
now quite regular and up to 3000 have been recorded as Icelandic birds move north in the late 
winter and spring. There is no mention of breeding Continental race birds at Newton Marsh, so 
they were either undetected or not yet using the site. 
 

 
Following the three records from the summary period, only one more was recorded before the turn 
of the century, which was at Marton Mere on the 5th May 1992. In the 21st century there have been 
two more: a juvenile in September 2011 and an adult in August 2015, both were in the Conder Green 
area. These were found by Stuart Piner and Ian Hartley respectively. 
 

 
The two records above have been matched by just two more since. One was on at Marton Mere on 
the 9th September 1989, when the water level was drawn down for works. The last was on the Wyre 
between Fleetwood Marsh and Barnaby’s Sands on 19th September 2009, before relocating to the 
Cockersand area in October. Another on the Fylde is surely overdue, given the number of records 
from just outside of our area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
Lesser Yellowlegs, Conder Green Aug 2015 – Stuart Piner                 Long-billed Dowitcher, Fleetwood Marsh, Sept 2009 – Paul Ellis 
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The counts from Freckleton Sewage Farm have not been matched since and records of the species 
on the Fylde have undergone a steady decline to the point where it is now rare and barely annual. 
During the latter part of the last century some relatively large groups were still encountered, 
including up to 15 in 1983 and 1996 and a group of 23 at Bank End in September 1998. However, 
during this century, the maximum count was of 7 in 2000 and the next best count was of 4 in 
September 2014 on the Wyre at Ramper Pot. In 2018 there were no records. 
 

 
The above details 13 records of 14 birds up to the end of 1975. During the remainder of the 20th 
century there were a further five records involving six birds. During the current century there have 
been eight records involving 12 birds. Its status appears to be consistently rare. 
 

 
Having claimed the first county record with two birds in 1952, the Freckleton area monopolised the 
species to 1976, adding a further three records, comprising four birds.  
During the remainder During the remainder of the 20th century there were just two more records: 
one at Newton Marsh in September 1981 and one at Conder Green in July 1984. It was almost 20 
years before there was another, when Paul Slade found one at Skippool in August 2003. He followed 
this with another in July 2005 and yet another in July 2008. Can someone please give him a nudge 
because it’s been 13 years and he hasn’t found another one yet! 
 

                    
 

Temminck’s Stint, Newton  Marsh, May 2019 – Paul Ellis                     White-rumped Sandpiper, Skippool Jul 2005 – Paul Ellis  
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The record above remains the only Fylde record. Another would be immensely popular! 
 

 
The pre-1976 summary details just three Fylde records, all of single birds and all at the Freckleton 
hot spot. An additional 10 were seen during the remainder of the 20th century at more widespread 
locations. In the 21st century there have been another 12 records, including four records of two 
together. Up to 2006 they had become almost annual and in 2004 there were four records involving 
six birds. However, after 2006 there was a six year gap until the next was on a flood at Lathwaite. 
There were to be no more for seven years until in 2019 four birds were logged, comprising a sound 
recorded bird over Knott End, a showy juvenile at Ream Hills and two on a flood at Winmarleigh. 
Another three were added in 2020, with one at the Winmarleigh flood hot spot and two on another 
flood at Saltcotes. September is the peak time for finding this species and field floods are the 
favoured locations. There has been just one spring record, which was of two at Mythop in May 2004. 
 

 
The account above describes a bird that was clearly somewhat commoner than it is today. Up to the 
late ‘90s September counts of up to 50 were still logged. However, this century has seen a significant 
downturn in numbers, with most years failing to produce double figure flocks with a maximum count 
of 20 in 2016.  
 

 
Four records are detailed above with three from the Freckleton rare wader monopoly. Up to 2000 
there were another five records, which all came from the Over Wyre coast between Lane Ends and 
Glasson. In 1979 two were together at Glasson and another was at Clifton Marsh. Pilling Lane Ends 
provided single records of an adult in 1992, 93 and 94 which probably related to a returning 
individual. There was not to be another, until one appeared in company with a Pectoral Sandpiper, 
on a field flood at Winmarleigh on 13th September 2020. 
 

 
Just two pre 1976 records and, of course, both were at Freckleton. The next was on the old ICI pools 
at Thornton in June 1986 and again in July the following year, which may have been the same bird. 
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In August 1989 a juvenile was found at Conder Green but the next and last was 15 years ago, at 
Cockersand in May 2006. Surely another is now overdue? 
 

 
So how did Avocet go from the ‘mega’ rarity described above to today? It was 1979 before another 
was recorded, when Freckleton Sewage Works claimed another rarity with one in September. In the 
80’s there were just two records of singles and in the 90’s there were six records involving a total of 
seven birds. In the early 21st century it colonised, a family party on Warton Marsh in 2002 may have 
resulted from a nest there. In subsequent years it became a regular nester on Warton Marsh and 
now also breeds regularly in at least another two locations. Counts of up to 60 birds are now being 
received.  
 

 
On average the status of this species hasn’t changed but in the 80’s a total of 17 records was 
exceptional.  
 

 
Compared to the previous species this one is far harder to catch up with on the Fylde. It remains very 
rare. Just three more were seen to the end of the 20th century. Since then there have been just two: 
a September juvenile found on Fairhaven Lake by Frank Walsh in 2010 and a spring female found by 
Ian Walker, on Newton Marsh in June 2015. 
 

 
Another old Freckleton record that remains a stubborn ‘blocker’ to Fylde listers. There have been no 
further records despite near misses elsewhere in Lancashire, including one at Longridge in September 
2017. 
 

 
This remains a major rarity with just two further records. One was on a field off Jameson Road 
Fleetwood on 5th August 1990 and in 2007 the last was found on Coat Walls Farm, near the River 
Wyre on 14th April, before moving to the Scronkey area for another three days.  

 
Shortly after the summary period, another was found at Marton Mere in May 1977. One was seen 
briefly at Freckleton in May 2005 and the fourth and, so far, final record, came twenty years later, 
from Pilling Lane Ends on 7th July 1997. However, although accepted by BBRC as Collared, some 
observers remain uneasy with the identification and consider the possibility of Oriental Pratincole 
was not excluded given the distant views. 
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Since 1975 four new species of wader have been added to the Fylde list 

 
Pacific Golden Plover: one was found by Paul Morgan at Pilling Lane Ends in July 1990 during a WeBS 
count.  
 
Great Knot: a summer plumaged adult was found 
on the Wyre at Skippool on 31st July 2004 by Chris 
Batty. This was the first and remains only record 
for the Fylde and Lancashire. 
 
Solitary Sandpiper: a juvenile was found by Stuart 
Piner at Humblecough Farm in Nateby on 2nd 
October 2011. This was also the first and remains 
only record for the Fylde and Lancashire. 
 

Great Knot, Skippool Jul 2004 – Paul Ellis 

  
Semipalmated Sandpiper (2):  Chris Batty found the first on Preesall Sands in November 2013 and 
then identified the second at Skippool in September 2018, from photographs published on line.  

 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, Preesall Sands, Nov 2013 – Stuart Piner             Solitary Sandpiper, Humblescough Farm, Oct 2011 – Chris Batty 
 

 
Addendum to the last issue on seabirds. 
An Elegant Tern, found at Knott End on 31st August 2021 by Chris Batty, was a new species for the 
Fylde. 
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Madeira 
 

Logistics  

• A week-long trip to the Island of Madeira between Friday 23rd & 30th July 2021 

• Direct flights booked through Easyjet using Manchester Airport 

• Excellent hotel booked through Booking.com – Terrace Mar Suite Hotel £387 

• All the restaurants we visited were superb with good quality food to meet all budgets 

• Weather consisted of high-pressure providing easterlies in Funchal. However, on both trips to 
Ribeiro Frio, cloud, mist and rain were present  

 
This short report is aimed at providing birding information to anyone visiting the capital of Madeira -Funchal. 
Hopefully the information contained within the report will help visitors target the key species and assist in 
planning any future trips. I have deliberately not detailed any information concerning Coronavirus – I believe 
we have already heard enough of this without me detailing more requirements. 
 
As strange as it may seem - birds on the Island are not abundant so why go? There are two endemic full 
species among the land birds (Trocaz Pigeon and Madeira Firecrest), but many more subspecies and endemic 
species which are confined to the Macaronesian islands can be seen and offer the birder the opportunity to 
study the differences. 
 
Rather than construct the report in a diary format I have decided to detail specific areas where key species 
can be found. 
 
Sea watching – I picked our hotel because of its locality to Ponta Da Cruz. Mentioned in numerous reports, 
this area is one of the most famous sites for sea watching on the Island. Here a westward movement in the 
morning and an eastward movement in the evening are visible representing birds travelling to and from their 
breeding grounds on Desertas. At the time of our stay, Madeira sat to the left of high pressure causing light 
easterlies, which was excellent for sea watching. Ponta Da Cruz is near the Pestana Grand hotel– look for a 
gap in the fence along the promenade which leads down to some rocks. This area attracts a number of local 
fishermen and seems to be a meeting point for local teenagers but I never felt threatened. There are a 
number of good points to set up a scope and the path down to the rocks means you can select a suitable 
elevation point. I sea watched every day and had flocks of Cory’s Shearwater numbering over 400 and up to 
100 Bulwer's Petrel which came close. Because of the sun light and heat haze, I would advise watching at 
first light as birds leave their breeding grounds moving west to feed in the ocean or an hour before dusk as 
birds return. Whilst sea watching this is also a good area for Plain Swift where large numbers allow very 

good views plus Atlantic Canary (Serinus canaria) - in its wild 
state this species is confined to Macaronesia. A number of 
additional seabird species are possible by organising a pelagic 
trip with  https://www.madeirawindbirds.com/ especially 
between August and September.  
 

Funchal Harbour - over our week stay I visited the Harbour in 

Funchal most days. Previous trip reports state this is the best 

area for Roseate Tern. I never saw any, but Common Terns were 

evident. Several Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus canariensis) were 

using the buildings around the port, this subspecies is confined 

to Madeira and the western Canary Islands. However, for me 

the real interest at the harbour were the Gulls.  

  

https://www.madeirawindbirds.com/
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The Atlantic Yellow-legged Gull (Larus michahellis atlantis) is a resident breeding species and in July all the 

different age groups were loafing around the area. This is a sub-species and varies from the Yellow-legged 

Gull you may have seen in the Mediterranean. If you look carefully through the flocks of Yellow-legged Gulls 

you will find a few Lesser Black-backed Gulls. Funchal harbour is one of the most reliable sites to find this 

species. The majority of the birds seen in the Madeira archipelago are probably intermedius/graelsii. I 

appreciate gulling doesn't appeal to everyone, however, a few hours spent in the sun at Funchal harbour is 

great practice for when you return home and see an odd-looking gull at Preston Dock or Cocker's Dyke. 

Personally, the hardest thing to identify at the harbour was a statue - apparently its Cristiano Ronaldo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parque Natural Riberio Frio - I visited this area on two occasions using the No.56 Santana Bus from Funchal 

Bus Station. A single fare cost 3.35 euros and buses leave Funchal at 8 and 10 am. I would strongly advise 

catching the earliest bus as this will provide the best birding before the tour buses arrive. On both occasions 

when I went into the hills, it rained so take a waterproof. At Riberio Frio there are numerous information 

boards explaining the different paths or 'Lavada' that can be taken. If you take the Lavada dos Balcoes path 

this ultimately takes you to a watch point overlooking the vast Laurel Forest. This is an ideal spot for 

scanning for Trocaz Pigeon. The area is also superb for Madeira Firecrest. Within 15 minutes of arriving at 

9am I had seen both endemics. However, many of the islands sub species were present including Buzzard 

(Buteo buteo harterti) , Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla heineken) , Goldfinch  (Carduelis carduelis parva), Grey 

Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea schmitzi) and the Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs maderensis).By being confined to 

the Macaronesian islands these sub species have 

developed subtle differences from the nominate 

species. Personally, I find observing these sub species 

fascinating. At the time of writing, a paper has been 

published suggesting the Chaffinch should be split 

five ways and therefore in years to come, Madeira 

may have another endemic to add to its list.  

 

 

 

https://www.birdguides.com/articles/ornithology/proposed-five-way-split-of-chaffinch/ 

https://www.birdguides.com/articles/ornithology/proposed-five-way-split-of-chaffinch/
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Organised Trips - finally, as part of our holiday we organised two trips. On Tuesday 27th we went on a whale 

watching trip with Ventura Nature Emotions. https://www.venturadomar.com/our-tours/  You will find 

many companies offering these trips and indeed other companies will be cheaper. However, Ventura are a 

specific wildlife company and your trip will include a Marine Biologist and the ecology of the Atlantic is 

explained in their education room before and after the boat trip. We went out for four hours in which time 

we saw 4 Sperm Whale, Portuguese man o' war plus Atlantic and Bottlenose Dolphin. This is also a 

wonderful opportunity to get near to Shearwaters and particularly Bulwer's Petrel that were incredibly 

close. The Madeiran Authorities have strict regulations about tour companies and sea life and it was pleasing 

to see these rules being respected.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Sperm Whale - Michelle Walker) 

The next day we met Madeira Wind Birds. We had arranged to go on the Zino Petrel tour of their breeding 

grounds high up on Pico Do Areeiro 

https://www.madeirawindbirds.com/en/tours/madeira_zinos_night_expedition.html  

We were collected from our hotel at 2130hrs and made the drive up to the summit which is 1810m ASL. 

Having drove as near as we could we then trekked through the dark up to the breeding grounds.  To access 

this area, only licensed people are permitted to bring tours in order to protect the nesting site. As the 

temperature dropped and a million stars came out - slowly Zino Petrels (Pterodroma madeira) started to 

drift in under the moon light. The haunting calls of these birds were joined by a Barn Owl (Tyto alba 

schmitzi); this subspecies is confined to the Madeiran archipelago. It was a truly magic experience and 

something we will never forget. 

Conclusion - if you want to see hundreds of species and different families then Madeira is definitely not for 

you. However, the island offers a number of interesting wild life opportunities which not only include birds 

but flowers, trees and butterflies. Indeed, the appeal of Madeira is highlighted by the fact that both 

Naturetrek and Birdquest run tours to the island. If you are interested in a trip to the island then I would 

highly recommend using http://madeira.seawatching.net/ - this is a terrific resource of information.  

At the time of our trip, the UK Government still had strict travel restrictions and we were coming to terms 

with two family bereavements - Madeira was one of the few places which was on the Green List and it was a 

country that welcomed us when we needed a break and for that reason it will always hold a special place in 

our hearts. Thanks Madeira. 

Ian Walker 

https://www.venturadomar.com/our-tours/
https://www.madeirawindbirds.com/en/tours/madeira_zinos_night_expedition.html
http://madeira.seawatching.net/
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Next Meeting – Tuesday 26th October 

Birds and Migration with Jeff Clarke  
 
The October meeting will take place at 7:45 pm at Fylde Cricket Club in Poulton (Moorland Road, Poulton le 
Fylde, FY6 7EU). This meeting will also take place on-line using Zoom.  
 
Jeff Clarke has a passion for the natural world and enjoys sharing that enthusiasm with as many people as 
possible. He is an environmental educator with 26 years of experience and an experienced ecologist. Jeff is a 
popular speaker on a wide range of subjects related to the natural environment. His talks are liberally 
sprinkled with humour and anecdotes that guarantee a memorable night for the audience. Join Jeff Clarke 
on an evening of fascination; the history, the how, the why and the where of bird migration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
The November and December meetings will take place at the Fylde Cricket Club and will also use the Zoom 
facility. Dates are given below (start time 7.45pm). If, for any reason, the meetings will not be permitted to 
go ahead at the Cricket Club then we will continue to use Zoom and will contact members prior to the 
meeting dates.  

 
Tuesday 23rd November: "52 Shades of Green" (wildlife weekends in Britain) with James Lowen.  
 

 
Britain hums with exciting wildlife experiences, which makes our country simply 
perfect for short staycations. Drawing on his best-selling book ‘52 wildlife weekends: a 
year of Britain's best wildlife-watching breaks’, award-winning nature writer James will 
escort us the length and breadth of the country to share Britain's very best wildlife-
watching breaks: from puffins to porpoises, otters to orchids, and frogs to fritillaries.  

 
 
 

 
Tuesday 21st December – Xmas Quiz, Buffet & Social 

Hoylake wader flocks – Jeff Clarke              


