
 

Fylde Bird Club - Charity Number 1102961 

October 2019 Newsletter 
 

Welcome to the October 2019 edition of the Fylde Bird Club Newsletter, the final 

publication of the decade! The club has enjoyed incredible success over the course of the 

last ten years, growing in membership and influence whilst doing our utmost to improve 

both the birdlife of the Fylde and the birding experiences of our members. It is tantalising to 

imagine what the 2020’s will have in stock for the club… I guess only time will tell! 

Winter really is the time when the Fylde comes into its own as a truly premier birding 

destination. Whether it be thousands of Pink-footed Geese carpeting stubble fields Over 

Wyre, flotillas of ducks scattering from unseen Otters on Marton Mere, Redwings and 

Fieldfares gorging themselves in the hedgerows on Lytham Moss or Merlins and Harriers 

hunting over the Ribble there really is something for everybody to savour out there, it’s just 

a shame the days aren’t longer! 

In this issue you will find a guide to birding south-west France from David Wadsworth, a 

couple of short articles from myself which I hope you find engaging, and of course the 

eagerly anticipated finders account of the Eastern Black-eared Wheatear from Paul and 

Paul. I hope that the January 2020 edition will see even more contributions from the 

membership, as you will discover in this edition you really can write about anything.  

 

Jonny Scragg 

news@fyldebirdclub.org 
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Recent Sightings – July to September 2019 
 

Wildfowl, Divers, Grebes and Gamebirds 

Up to 7 Pink-footed Geese summered in the Pilling Marsh area with the first returning birds arriving 

in earnest across the Fylde from the 4th September. 3 Dark-bellied Brent Geese on the tideline at 

Cocker’s Dyke on the 26th of September were the only scarce goose species sighted by the end of the 

reporting period.  

A trio of Ruddy Shelducks at Cockersand on the 7th August (TW) were followed by a quartet of 

juveniles on the Ribble (AM et al) from the 8th, being seen several times within the Fylde recording 

area at Freckleton Naze Point. This summer saw a large influx of this species into the UK, with many 

commentators believing that their origins lie in the large feral summering flocks on the Dutch and 

German coasts. Whilst the BOU does not currently agree with this view, this species may well 

become a future category C tick for Fylde birders should they change their minds. The final report 

was of a single that dropped in briefly at Fairhaven Lake on the morning of the 8th September.  

 

Ruddy Shelduck, Fairhaven Lake (Paul Slade) 

Altogether less controversial wildfowl sightings included the first return passage Garganey of the 

autumn, a juvenile that showed well on the north lake at Stanley Park from the 11th-23rd August. A 

further juvenile (a male) was found hanging out with Teal on the Conder Estuary from the 28th 

September. The only scarce marine wildfowl sightings during the period came in the form of drake 

Scaup on the 9th August and Velvet Scoter on the 30th September, both past Starr Gate. 

Singing Quails were reported from the typical strongholds of this species during July at Lytham Moss 

and in the Bone Hill area in Pilling, with breeding confirmed at the latter by the local farmer. 

The only non-red-throat diver sighting was of a single juvenile Great Northern Diver south past Starr 

Gate on the 23rd September, and once again there were no reports of any scarce grebes, are we 

heading for a blank year for these species? 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/48700743427/
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Seabirds, Herons & allies 

Strong westerly winds at the beginning of September transpired to produce a small passage of 

Leach’s Petrels along the Fylde coast with all the regular sites between Knott End and Starr Gate 

scoring sightings between the 2nd and 11th of the month, the peak count being 11 south past Starr 

Gate during the morning of the 6th on the ebb tide. The 6th also saw an adult Gannet making a brief 

visit to Marton Mere, only the second site record of the species! An adult Shag at Starr Gate on the 

16th and 24th of September was the only sighting during the period. 

A Great White Egret made a rare visit to the entrance pool at Newton Marsh on the 27th September, 

and again on the 29th before being sighted on the outer Ribble.  On the 24th September two birds 

flew upriver past the vis-miggers at Fairhaven Lake where a single roosted on the wooded island on 

the 16th September, the same day the Little Egret roost peaked at 143 individuals. In the north of the 

area also on the 16th September a pair of Great White Egrets flew west past Cocker’s Dyke. With up 

to 15 Cattle Egrets gracing the south side of the Ribble in recent weeks we can perhaps expect to see 

birds wandering into the Fylde towards the end of the year as they have done in recent winters, 

around Warton, Freckleton and Bryning.  

The Marton Mere volunteers were rewarded for their hard work over the summer with the first 

sighting of a returning Bittern on the 30th July, although it remained typically elusive as it wasn’t 

seen again until the 4th September! 

 

Raptors & Owls 

Unusually there were no reports of passage Ospreys during the reporting period, and in a contrast to 

the spring there were no sightings of Red Kite within the Fylde either (although an escaped 

falconer’s bird of the latter in Fleetwood briefly caused a mini-twitch!). The post-breeding dispersal 

of Marsh Harriers was evident from mid-August with Over Wyre and the Ribble marshes claiming at 

least 3 roaming juveniles each. A ringtail Hen Harrier was a great sighting for one lucky observer at 

St Michael’s on the 10th September, hopefully we will be graced with more local sightings of this 

species during the winter. 

A fantastic autumn for Hobby sightings saw no fewer than 12 reports across the Fylde between the 

15th August and 21st September; as to be expected the majority were young birds.  

There was just one sighting of Short-eared Owl during the period, an early passage bird that paused 

briefly at Warton Marsh on the 18th August. After a disastrous breeding season in 2018 it is 

encouraging to hear that Barn Owls have been experiencing a bumper year around the Fylde in 

2019. 

 

Waders 

Following another successful breeding season there were late some Avocet sightings around the 

Fylde including an impressive 24 off Lytham Jetty on the 27th September and a single at Bank End on 

the last day of the month. With ever increasing numbers wintering in the south of the UK will we 

soon see a mid-winter Fylde record? 

An adult Curlew Sandpiper at Conder Green on the 28th July was followed by the first juvenile  
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birds arriving in the north of the recording area from the 1st September, peaking at 5 birds on the 

extensive flood at Lathwaite on the 13th. Little Stints on the other hand were completely absent 

during the reporting period, and with just one sighting in spring is this shaping up to be one of the 

worst Fylde years for this species? The first returning Purple Sandpiper of the winter was at Rossall 

Point on the 30th September. 

The wader highlight of the reporting period must be the showy juvenile Pectoral Sandpiper found on 

the flood at the entrance to Ream Hills on the 18th September, where it remained until the 23rd (PE). 

Amazingly this was then followed just days later by two juveniles together on flooded fields off 

Whitters Lane, Winmarleigh from the 24th-26th (CP), perhaps the first multiple occurrence for the 

Fylde? These sightings represent the first Fylde records of the species since a juvenile on the 

previously mentioned Lathwaite flood in August 2012; indeed, all the other local records since 2000 

have all been autumn juveniles on flooded fields - Eagland Hill 2002, Weeton 2004 and Lathwaite 

2012.  

 

Pectoral Sandpiper, Ream Hills (Paul Ellis) 

Other passage waders having strong showings this autumn were Wood Sandpiper and Spotted 

Redshank. A major influx of the former species into the UK at the end of July reached the Fylde on 

the 30th with 4 juveniles on flood water at Carr House Green Common and others at Conder and 

Newton Marsh. Further sightings in September included a trio at Bryning and singles at Winmarleigh 

and Freckleton. Passage of the latter species began in mid-July and during the reporting period there 

were multiple multiple-bird sightings including 2 each on the Wyre, Conder and Lathwaite flood and 

an impressive 4 around Lytham Jetty on the 26th August. 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/48755770188/
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Gulls, Terns, Skuas & Auks 

A new Fylde record count of Mediterranean Gulls was set in September with no fewer than 16 

individuals recorded in the roost at Skippool Creek on both the 16th and 18th (PS, SD), including the 

French-ringed ‘R14T’ back at the site for its tenth autumn! The previously aforementioned storms in 

association with Leach’s Petrels also brought the only Sabine’s Gull sighting of the autumn, an adult 

south past Starr Gate on the 6th September.  

Records of Yellow-legged Gulls during the period were confined to the Cocker’s Dyke area with adult 

birds there on the 14th August, 15th September and 22nd September. The same site also produced a 

juvenile Caspian Gull from the 13th September (CB) which hung around to the month’s end, 

frequently wandering along the stretch of coast between Knott End and Ridge Farm. This is roughly 

the eighth record of Caspian Gull in the Fylde, all having occurred since 2010.  

A Roseate Tern south past Starr Gate on the 9th August was a great reward for the watchers there 

(LGB, SC), with the same site producing Little Tern sightings on 4 dates during the reporting period 

and a 1st winter Black Guillemot north on the 14th July. What has by all accounts been a poor year 

for skua passage continued into the autumn with just a few sightings of Arctic and Bonxie hitting the 

notebooks.  

  

Other non-Passerines 

A juvenile Cuckoo at Sand Villa on the 24th August could conceivably be the same individual that took 

up residence at the species’ favored autumn site of Ridge Farm between the 27th August and 2nd 

September.  

A surprise summer record of Hooded Crow came from the Wesham Marsh/Mowbreck Hall area on 

the 30th-31st August; could it have been hanging around the area unseen since a one-day sighting in 

the same area on the 24th June? 

 

Passerines 

The passerine highlight of the year will, barring a Red-flanked Bluetail or american Warbler turning 

up in October, undoubtedly prove to be the female Eastern Black-eared Wheatear that took up 

residence on the sea wall at Fluke Hall from the 1st-16th September. A fantastic find by Paul Slade and 

Paul Ellis, check out their finders account below for the full details surrounding the find and how the 

complex identification challenge was solved. 

Other passerines of note however were thin on the ground during the reporting period. Garden 

Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher, Redstart and Whinchat reached totals of 2, 10, 1 and 6 respectively, 

whilst vis-mig efforts in the Fairhaven area produced a total of 20 Tree Pipits passing overhead 

during August and September. It was a good autumn for Yellow Wagtail sightings with Bank End as 

usual drawing in the bulk of the sightings; birds were seen there on 14 dates in August peaking at 5 

birds on the 12th. 
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Non-bird Sightings 

Three male Red-veined Darter dragonflies were on the small gravel lake at Fleetwood Marsh Nature 

Park on the 3rd July.  

 

Red-veined Darter, Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park (Barry Dyson) 

Other immigrant insect activity came in the form of a mass influx of Painted Lady butterflies, with 

the last week of July/first week of August seeing counts at many sites across the Fylde peaking at 

over 150 individuals! In addition, migrant Clouded Yellow butterflies were seen on 5 dates later in 

the summer.  

 

Keep up to date with all the latest sightings on our website. 

Jonny Scragg 

 

 

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/48318255431/
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The Fluke Hall Eastern Black-eared Wheatear 

 

Eastern Black-eared Wheatear, Fluke Hall (Paul Slade) 

Saturday 31st August found us having our usual evening phone conversation to decide where to go 

birding on the Sunday. After our usual moaning about the weather, wrong wind direction, tide too 

low, tide too high, etc, etc; we chose to look for the juvenile cuckoo, which had been seen at Ridge 

Farm a couple of times earlier in the week. We planned to walk along the seawall from Beach Road, 

hoping for some visible migration and hopefully some other grounded migrants, little did we know 

what the morning would produce! 

We set out and walked to Cocker’s Dyke, where we noticed four small waders flying in from the east. 

We picked one out as a Curlew Sandpiper with three Dunlin. They landed on the beach just long 

enough for a scope view of the stunning juvenile Curlew Sandpiper, then as quickly as they flew in, 

they took off again and headed off towards Knott End. A welcome year tick for us both.  

Continuing along the seawall we arrived at the fortress like fence around Ridge Farm where sure 

enough, the Cuckoo appeared, albeit on the furthest part of the fence away from where we were 

stood. 

Although we had two good birds in the bag the visible migration was, well, invisible! Trudging on we 

had a look in the trees at Fluke Hall but failed to find any migrants in there. Displaying unmatched 

powers of deduction, we decided it wasn’t going to be good day for finding migrants!   

We turned back and headed back along the seawall, after a few hundred yards we encountered four 

wheatears on the rocks ahead of us and one of them, in female/first winter plumage, immediately 

caught our attention. We saw it at the same time and both commented on the difference in its 

colours compared to the other three. It looked relatively very cold grey above compared to the 

warm sandy colour of the others, the underparts were also distinctly different with a peachy tint and  
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it had a virtually plain head. Additionally, this bird was obviously slightly smaller than the other 

wheatears. We knew we were onto something and that something looked like a Black-eared or Pied 

Wheatear. We had been in Romania in June, head scratching over various tricky Pied or Eastern 

Black Eared Wheatears, at least one of which turned out to be a member of a hybrid population, so 

this was a subject we were a little prepared for.  

Luckily (and rarely) we both had cameras with us and so we started rattling off a few shots, as Paul 

Slade was checking the images on the back of his camera the bird flew past him and Paul Ellis 

shouted ‘look how much white it has in the tail’. The tail pattern in wheatears is often a clincher to 

the identification and what we saw confirmed what we had initially suspected. Both candidate 

species have the same tail pattern, which differs from Northern Wheatear in having white reaching 

to almost the end of the tail midway between the centre and the sides and at the sides the black 

extends more than halfway from the tip to the base. We needed a picture that showed the tail and 

after a few minutes we had something good enough. The bird also had black underwing coverts and 

axillaries which is another key feature shared by both Pied and Black-eared but not by Northern. 

 

Spread tail and underwing shots of the Eastern Black-eared Wheatear (Paul Ellis) 

Knowing that female Eastern Black-eared and Pied Wheatears can be very similar, we were unable 

to take the identification any further. We decided it was time to share the news and get some 

support and so called Chris Batty, who has an incredible almost encyclopaedic knowledge of bird 

identification, and told him we were watching a very interesting wheatear that we felt sure was 

Black-eared or Pied. We sent him a photo using Whatsapp and seconds later he rung back and said 

“*&^%$* hell I’m on my way, its definitely either a Black-eared or a Pied and they can be very similar 

but I think it will be a Black-eared. It’s an adult female. I’ll get Rare Bird Alert to send out a mega 

alert”. We then quickly put out the news on our Whatapp group and the Rarity Text Alert, so anyone 

interested could have the best chance of seeing this National rarity. The wheatear showed extremely 

well but every so often it hopped under a rock and had a nap for up to twenty minutes at a time. 

Subsequently during its stay, although it did take refuge under rocks during bad weather, it didn’t 

disappear for long naps. This led us to believe that it was probably newly arrived and very tired. 
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Half an hour later a breathless Chris Batty came running (we use the term ‘running’ very loosely!) up 

the seawall. After a nervous wait for the bird to finish a nap, it came back out. Chris took a quick 

squint through one of the scopes and declared it was a Black-eared Wheatear of the eastern 

subspecies melanoleuca.  A steady stream of other local birders soon started arriving and the bird 

continued to put on a good show. 

Over the next few days several online posts started to question the identification, many or even the 

majority were convinced it was a Pied Wheatear. However, the reasoning offered was not 

persuasive. Literally thousands of photographs were taken of this bird over the following couple of 

weeks before one particular image taken by Paul Ellis settled its identity.  

While taking pictures of the bird preening, one showed the lower mantle feathers raised, revealing a 

feature that is normally invisible in the field. Near the centre of a lower mantle feather is a small 

white patch by the shaft between the base and the tip, (see picture below). Chris had continued to 

research the identification and found references in several books to this feature and they all stated 

that Pied Wheatear NEVER has it but Eastern Black-eared usually does! Chris spotted the white spot 

in the picture posted by Paul Ellis and the game was up! Most field guides don’t mention it and of 

the books that do, only one emphasises its importance (Svensson). This is because it’s normally a 

feature that can only be assessed in the hand. When the mantle feathers are relaxed, it’s completely 

invisible. 

 

The first clinching photo showing the white base to a mantle feather (Paul Ellis) 

We watched the bird for another couple of hours before heading off for a well-deserved celebratory 

breakfast. The wheatear stayed until the 16th September and showed very well throughout its stay. 

There are no previous Fylde records of either Eastern Black-eared or Pied Wheatear. The only 

Lancashire records of Black-eared Wheatear all relate to the Western race and comprise two males 

on Lytham Moss from 18th to 2nd April 1940 and a male at Ainsdale on 21st April 1943. However it 

is questionable if these records would satisfy modern standards.  
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This was by far the rarest bird in the UK either of us have ever been involved in finding, the memory 

will live on until the next time.................      

Paul Slade and Paul Ellis 

References 

Identification Guide to Eurpean Passerines – Lars Svensson 

A Field Guide to the Rare Birds of Britain and Europe – Lewington, Alstrom & Colston 

Advanced Bird ID Guide The Western Palearctic Nils Van Duivendijk 

 

 

The Eastern Black-eared Wheatear attracted hundreds of visitors from across the country during its 

17-day stay, not surprising when you consider that there have been less than 10 accepted records in 

the UK since the turn of the century. Its popularity was also helped by it being the second-longest 

staying of all 68 British records of the species, surpassed only by a first summer male on Fair Isle in 

July-September 1997.  

Black-eared Wheatear (Oenanthe hispanicahas) has until recently been regarded as one species with 

two distinct subspecies, Eastern Black-eared Wheatear (O. h. melanoleuca) and Western Black-eared 

Wheatear (O. h. hispanica). A recent genetics study however has revealed that the two subspecies 

have evolved entirely independent of each other and are genetically distinct to warrant being classed 

as separate species, with Eastern Black-eared Wheatear being much more closely related to Pied 

Wheatear and Cyprus Wheatear than it is to Western. Should the BOU accept the recommendations 

of this study then the Fluke Hall individual may well be accepted as the first Eastern Black-eared 

Wheatear in the UK since the species split. 

 

References 

Schweizer, M, Warmuth, V, Kakhki, N A, Aliabadian, M, Förschler, M, Shirihai, H, Suh, A, & Burri, R. 

2018. Parallel plumage color evolution and introgressive hybridization in wheatears. Journal of 

Evolutionary Biology. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/jeb.13401 

 

 

  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jeb.13401


 

11 
 

Birding in South-West France 
 

I am fortunate in having a son who lives in the village of Puisseguin, situated in the heart of the wine 

growing areas of Pomerol and St Emilion near Bordeaux. Apart from the pleasures of assisting the 

local economy there are many birds to be seen, which, although common there, are of great interest 

to the English birdwatcher. There are obviously the occasional rarities which to mention would give 

a false impression. An ability to speak some French is helpful but English is widely spoken these days. 

Access to the area is easy via Liverpool or Manchester Airport flying to Bordeaux or Bergerac, 

although sadly in the winter you have to travel to Luton or Gatwick to get there! Flights using easyJet 

or Ryanair are generally cheap and car hire is available at the airport – I usually use AVIS which gives 

me a Clio for about £20 a day. I drive down occasionally to bring back some wine, but it is 

undoubtedly cheaper and easier to fly and hire a car. 

Within a kilometre or two of the village, which 

is pretty typical of the region, there are nesting 

Serins, Cirl Buntings, both Redstart species, 

Honey Buzzards, Zitting Cisticolas, Woodlarks, 

Firecrests, Short Toed Treecreeper, Black Kites, 

Hoopoes, Golden Orioles, Melodious Warblers, 

Turtle Doves and Nightingales. Hobby’s are 

regular in the summer chasing the Swallows and 

Swifts. 

Winter brings flocks of finches and buntings to 

the vines. There are always bigger flocks on the 

maize stubble nearer to the river including at 

times large numbers of Brambling. Hawfinches 

are usually found associating with Greenfinches 

or Bullfinches in the taller trees of the village or 

by the river. I saw a Goshawk two years ago in 

autumn and spring – whether it was 

overwintering or a resident is still to be 

resolved.                           (Zitting Cisticola (Paul Slade) 

Puisseguin is situated on a ridge about 100m above sea level which can provide a productive passage 

with Short Toed Eagles and Wrynecks regular. There can be spectacular numbers of Nightingales and 

Melodious Warblers when they arrive before they disperse.  On one occasion a Hen Harrier drifted 

over but the main spectacle is the Crane passage in February and October with flights of hundreds of 

birds heard calling for some time before they appear. All three egrets are regular, flying over the 

village or on the river 20 minutes away, with Night Herons and the occasional Purple Heron on the 

gravel pits 20 minutes in the other direction. 

The surrounding areas are good (times provided are driving times from Bordeaux): 

• Niort 2h30 to the N has Little Bustards, Stone Curlews, Quail and Montagues Harriers in the 

semi-steppe corn area. 

• La Brenne - an important wetland area 3hrs N has Whiskered Terns, nesting Black Necked 

Grebes and all the herons plus Savi’s Warblers. 
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• Le Teich near to Arcachon 1hr W is an important coastal wetland reserve. It has 4km of 

tracks and hides and is supposed to rival Minsmere. It can be very productive during 

passage, sometimes there are large numbers of Little Stints and Curlew Sandpipers with 

Kentish plovers in smaller numbers, but it also has nesting Bluethroat, Blue Headed 

Wagtails, Spoonbills, White Storks, Stilts, Avocets and all the egrets. High tide is best as more 

birds are driven onto the reserve from the bay. 

• The Faux plateau 2h SW (20 mins from Bergerac) has nesting Rock Sparrows, Crested Larks, 

Stone Curlews (which congregate in the autumn) and Montague’s Harriers. Black Winged 

Kites are a recent colonist. 20mns from Faux is the village of Lalinde on the Dordogne with 

nesting Crag Martins on the church and riverside buildings. The heathland in between holds 

Dartford Warblers. 

• The mixed coniferous woodlands in the Dordogne, 2hrs E hold Black Woodpecker which 

favour large plane trees for nests, plus Middle Spotted Woodpecker, Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker and Crested Tit.  

• The Pyrenees 3hrs S have the expected mountain species, Griffon Vultures (I have not seen a 

Lammergeier), Golden Eagle, Red Backed Shrike, Rock Bunting, Booted Eagle etc. 

• Les Eyzies a village in the Dordogne about 2h30 away has Wallcreepers in the winter months 

- on the church at Taillac, the Grand Roc or the cliff behind the museum of prehistory. Alpine 

Accentors can also be found around here in winter. 

 

Alpine Accentor (Paul Slade) 

There is an excellent website “Faune Aquitaine” with an English section which enables you to record 

sightings and keep up to date. There is a good guide, David Simpson, based in the Dordogne - I think 

he runs a B&B as well, who has extensive knowledge of the area and in an earlier life was a warden 

at Ravenglass RSPB. He has also written a couple of books which can be purchased through 

Birdguides. 

Should anyone wish to visit the area I can supply more information - the wines are pretty good as 

well! 

David Wadsworth 

https://www.faune-aquitaine.org/
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Satellite-tagged hybrid Gull at Skippool Creek 
 

My almost daily summer/autumnal visits to Skippool Creek sees me counting every species of 

wildfowl, heron, wader and gull present on the stretch of river between Shard Bridge and Wardley’s 

Creek. One of the main features of the site in the latter half of the season is the build-up of the gull 

roost, which as mentioned in the ‘Recent Sightings’ above is well known for attracting 

Mediterranean Gulls amongst the Black-headed Gull roost that can exceed 2000 individuals on 

occasion. However large gulls are also well represented with up to 500 using the site most evenings 

from August onwards.  

One identification headache that the roost regularly throws up at this time of year is the complicated 

topic of gull hybrids, particularly Herring Gull x Lesser Black-backed Gull. This species pairing creates 

a whole spectrum of associated hybrids; some are fairly obvious with a mixture of both species’ 

features whilst others may look superficially similar to one of the parent species but have just one or 

two anomalous characteristics.   

On the 14th August I was conducting my usual evening count of the roost when I spotted an adult 

bird that immediately set alarm bells ringing as being a hybrid. Structurally the bird was superficially 

similar to Lesser Black-backed Gull however the mantle shade was clearly too pale for that species, 

being much closer to that which you would expect from a Yellow-legged Gull (although I could 

immediately rule this species out on structure alone before getting into the finer ID details). 

  

Hybrid Herring Gull x Lesser Black-backed Gull – the left hand photo comparison shows how the 

mantle shade changed colour depending on the light conditions (left hand bird in both shots) whilst 

the right hand photo shows the satellite tag attached to its back (Jonny Scragg) 

I immediately noted that the bird was ringed, carrying a yellow darvic ring inscribed with the code 

3L:W in black writing on the left leg. I spent the next 20 minutes or so watching and videoing the bird 

as it began to bathe, eventually managing to capture some video of its spread wing to reveal the 

primary pattern, a crucial feature that is particularly useful when trying to separate hybrids and 

Yellow-legged Gulls.  
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Upon reviewing the screen-grabs from the videos at home that evening I could see that the bird was 

undergoing active primary moult, missing p7 with p6 only half-grown. Fortunately, p5 was still fully 

grown and showed a thin black band towards the tip, a good hybrid indicator – for reference Lesser 

Black-backed should show a much larger black band on p5 whilst Herring Gull should show no black 

band at all. The sharp contrast between the dark primaries and paler mantle feathers that I had 

observed in the field was also obvious from the grabs.  

 

Hybrid Herring Gull x Lesser Black-backed Gull primary pattern (Jonny Scragg) 

It wasn’t until a few days later when I received the ringing history of the bird that I realised that the 

bird was also carrying a satellite-tag (I subsequently spotted it when looking back at the videos). The 

bird had been ringed as an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull in the large mixed gull colony at Banks 

Marsh on the Ribble in 2016, spending each winter in Portugal before returning to Banks in the 

spring to breed (unfortunately the tag had stopped transmitting in May 2019). There can’t be too 

many previous records of ringed and/or tagged hybrid gulls in the UK surely! Many thanks to Lee 

Barber and Ros Green of the BTO for their correspondences regarding this bird. 

 

It is very interesting to discover the origin of the bird and perhaps sheds some light on other hybrids 

that are encountered each year in the Fylde. It is also interesting to note that this bird had not 

previously identified as a hybrid, either when it was ringed or when it had been re-sighted in 

Portugal, showing just how much of an identification challenge these birds can present.   

Jonny Scragg  
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‘Birdwatching in Wyre’ Flyer 
 

 

Managing the Fylde Bird Club email account means that I get to deal with a whole manner of club-

related correspondences, some of which are quite intriguing. Earlier this month we received an 

email from a Jonathan O’Doherty after he found the above flyer in a copy of ‘The Birds of 

Morecambe’ he had recently purchased. Understandably it has peaked my curiosity! Judging by the 

use of the old FBC logo I guess this must have been published between 1983-1994, therefore rather 

before my time, so can any members enlighten me on when/why these flyers came to be published, 

was there a series for each month of the year, etc?  
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Notices 
 

• Missing Past Newsletters – Multiple FBC Newsletters have been published every year since 

the club’s inception in 1983, totalling well over 130 editions. A library of previous editions 

can be found in the Newsletter section of our website, however there are currently several 

editions missing from our archive. These are: 

No.28, 33, 35, 37, 41, 45, 47-50, 54, 55, 57+ (till roughly No.75 at end of 1995), May 1996, 

August 1996, February 1997, March 2001, June 2001 and September 2001 

Should any member have copies of one or more of the missing editions then please get in 

contact with me on the bird club email news@fyldebirdclub.org so they can be scanned to 

help complete the library. 

 

• Fylde Bird Club hide key-safe – Following the destruction of the old key safe for the Fylde 

Bird Club hide at Marton Mere the club has revised the access arrangements; a new key safe 

has been fitted to the wall of the visitor centre instead of the hide in the hope of 

discouraging further vandalism. The code for the key safe remains the same. 

 

• Starling Roost Counts – If you are visiting a Starling roost within the Fylde recording area 

this autumn/winter, particularly Blackpool North Pier, we request that you record the 

number of birds in the roost (even a rough count) and submit this data onto our sightings 

page. The club is currently collecting data on the size of Starling roosts in the Blackpool area. 

 

• Flickr Password Change – The login details for the FBC Flickr account have been updated. 

The new password is Lapwing1! whilst the username remains news@fyldebirdclub.org.  

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

• Tuesday 24th October – ‘Seabirds and Marine Conservation’ with Johnathan Green 

 

• Tuesday 26th November – ‘A Further Year in Wildlife Photography’ with Pauline and Ian 

Greenhalgh 

 

• Tuesday 17th December – Quiz and Christmas Social 

 

All meetings commence at 19:45 at the River Wyre Hotel, Breck Road, Poulton-le-Fylde. If a 

talk needs to be cancelled for any reason, FBC will make all efforts to find a replacement 

speaker. 

http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/newsletter.html
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub

