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Introduction 

This issue includes a summary of the last three months of records, covering most of the spring migration. For 

most of the period the Fylde was subjected to a relentless cold northerly airflow, which stifled migration and 

kept birders in full winter plumage. The effects of the weather appeared to suppress the numbers of most 

migrants, at least initially. Some species, including Lesser Redpoll and Siskin, were seen in much larger 

numbers than usual, perhaps being held up by the weather. Whinchats also bucked the trend with their best 

showing for years. Star local rarities during the period included a Long-tailed Skua on a Blackpool golf course, 

a male Red-backed Shrike and a Temminck’s Stint.   

Also included is a great account of a trip to Cuba by two of our members as well as the results of the annual 

Photographic Competition that was held on-line in April. 

Now we are into June and the migration is about over, we can try to record breeding birds and dust off the 

moth traps. After the inspiring Zoom talk by James Lowen during the last Club Meeting, and the recent 

improvement in the weather, perhaps more of us will have a go at mothing this summer? 

The gradual easing of restrictions means that we can start to plan for physical Club meetings. We intend to 

run concurrent on line and in-the-room meetings, so that members can choose to attend in person or at home. 

This will also allow us to hire high quality outside speakers. We will be moving venue but hopefully by only a 

short distance. Expect some news on this topic very soon. 

This issue has been assembled at short notice, so the promised historical article will now start in the next issue 

and be issued in instalments. We do need your articles to use, so please submit something if you can. Another 

Fylde Garden Birding article would be welcome or any other birding story that you think would interest others. 

We can help to edit any draft articles that members wish to submit. 

Thanks to Sophie Bagshaw for providing the excellent Swift drawing for the cover. 

Good birding. 

Paul Ellis 

news@fyldebirdclub.org 

 
 
Your committee:  
Paul Slade (Chairman), Paul Ellis (Secretary), Kinta Beaver (Treasurer and Membership Secretary), Jolyon 
Barlow, Malcolm Evans, Jonny Scragg, Ian Walker.  

  

mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
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Sightings Page  

All records have been extracted from the club’s sightings page on our website. We welcome submissions of 

all bird and non-bird sightings from within our recording area, from members and non-members alike. 

However, a reminder both to existing members and for new contributors to the sightings page, please DO NOT 

publish records of the following: 

• Peregrine roost or nest sites 

• The exact location of any bird’s nest 

• Brown Hare sightings 

Instead, please continue to send any sightings of the above by email to news@fyldebirdclub.org 

Please restrict entries to bird records and refrain from using the Sightings Page to express opinions, complaints 

or questions. Such communications should be directed to the Committee by e mail to news@fyldebirdclub.org 

or to any Committee member. 

 

To add your sightings, log-on using the following details 

Username: lapwing     Password: lapwing 

 

 

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
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Recent Sightings Spring 2021 – March to May inclusive  

Grey Partridges were recorded on five dates. A pair were on Cockerham Moss Edge on the 21st March; two 
were in on Lytham Moss on the 4th and nearby at Lower Ballam on 30th April and two were at Eagland Hill on 
20th April. Quail just made it into this round up, thanks to a bird calling at Bone Hill on the 31st May. 

A late Tundra Bean Goose was with the last pinkfeet on Pilling Marsh on the 19th April. Up to three Russian 
White-fronted Geese continued to be recorded on Warton Marsh into mid-March. Remarkably, the adult 
Lesser White-fronted Goose, of questionable origin, reappeared with the last remaining Pinkfeet on 18th April 
at Pilling Marsh and stayed until the 25th. It had been missing since mid-February. A Dark-bellied Brent Goose 
was on Pilling Marsh on the 19th April and lingered until the 2nd May. Five Pale-bellied Brents flew north past 
Starr Gate on the 26th April. 

It was poor spring for Garganey but a pair were at Myerscough Quarry from 10th to 15th April and another pair 
flew past Starr Gate on the 17th April. Following a poor winter for Pochard, a few spring passage birds were 
seen in March, including up to six at Stanley Park and five at Myerscough Quarry. A female Scaup was at 
Myerscough Quarry on the 27th March only but another appeared at Stanley Park on the 6th April and moved 
to Marton Mere on the 13th. 

The first Swift of the year flew over Pilling Lane Ends on the 25th April but not many followed. On the 8th May 
20 at Stanley Park was the first double figure count. Few double figure counts were made and the peak was 
35 on the 21st May also at Stanley Park.  

The first Cuckoo was heard on 1st May at Saltcotes followed by a good run of records until the end of May 
comprising 13 birds. 

A Common Crane was photographed in flight on the 3rd April over Cocker’s Dyke and Fluke Hall before it 
headed north towards Heysham. 

 

Six Avocets returned to Conder Pool on the 1st March. They were followed by five on Newton Marsh on 16th 
and six on Warton Marsh on 17th where up to 42 were counted by mid-April. Two Little Ringed Plovers at 
Mythop Main Dyke Flood on the 5th April were the first Fylde birds of the spring.  They were followed by up to 
8 at Cuddy Hill on a field flood and 3 at Newton Marsh; only five others were reported. The first four Whimbrel 
of the spring flew north over Starr Gate on the 10th April. Co-ordinated roost counts at Fylde sites found totals 
of 340 on the 25th April and 106 on 2nd May.  Passage tailed off by the 17th May with just one further record of 
a single on the 23rd May at Arm Hill. Six of the Ruff wintering on Newton Marsh were still present on the 21st 
of March and a passage male was on a flood at Pilling on 7th March. The only other record of a passage bird 
was of one on Newton Marsh on the 17th April. Two Curlew Sandpipers were found this spring, the first 
lingered at Cockersand from the 2nd to the 4th of May and the other was at Church Scar on the Ribble on the 
4th May. 
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On the 14th May Ian Walker found one of the spring’s star birds in the form of a Temminck’s Stint on Newton 
Marsh. This was the first Fylde record for two years. The last record in May 2019 was of two, also at Newton 
Marsh and also found by Ian Walker! 

One of two Purple Sandpipers wintering at Blackpool North Shore stayed until the 9th of March. Mirroring the 
previous species, two Little Stints were recorded; the first on Warton Marsh on 28th April and the second at 
Cockersand on 2nd May. One of the Green Sandpipers at Great Plumpton lingered until the 4th April and two 
were on Mythop Main Dyke Flood until the 8th April. The last of the spring was on Singleton on the 10th April. 
A Spotted Redshank arrived at Conder Green on the 18th April and stayed until the 4th May, almost completely 
moulting into full summer plumage during its stay.  

 

Only one Wood Sandpiper was found this spring, it was on a field flood at Saltcotes from the 28th April until 
the 2nd May. 

Seven Little Gulls were seen off Starr Gate during early March and six during April. Elsewhere during April, two 
were at Skippool on 4th and an adult was at Marton Mere from 12th to the 17th with two there on the 15th. A 
total of 1584 Kittiwakes were logged off the coast, including peaks of 229 on 13th March and 250 on 24th May. 
This spring’s Mediterranean Gull passage was disappointing, just six adults were recorded during the three-
month period with the last on the 17th April. At the end of May three first summers were on Preesall Sands. A 
juvenile Glaucous Gull was present at Skippool Creek for 5 minutes on 27th March. As noted in the previous 
issue, the last one on the Fylde was in 2017. On the 17th May this year’s only Iceland Gull spent an hour in 
Stanley Park and was never seen again.   

Two Sandwich Terns passed Starr Gate on the 27th March providing the first record of the year. Passage peaked 
on the 23rd April when 251 moved south at Starr Gate. Three Little Terns were seen off Starr Gate on the 23rd 
April followed by a singleton on the 11th May. A Common Tern logged off Starr Gate on the 15th April was the 
first of the year but only around 200 more were seen on passage.  The first seven birds arrived back at Preston 
Dock on the 24th April and increased to 94 by the 17th May. Up to 11 were present at Conder Pool by mid May. 
The first 26 Arctic Terns of the year moved past Starr Gate on the 26th April and were heading south, probably 
to take an overland route via the Ribble. It was a poor year for this species with less than 500 logged and the 
passage seemed to be over by the 21st May. By far the best day was the 2nd May when 200 were seen off Starr 
Gate. Away from the coast up to 6 had arrived at Preston Dock by the 23rd May. An impressive total of 37 Black 
Terns were logged between the 25th April and 25th May, with all records from the coast. 

A total of 13 Great Skuas were recorded during the period. In March, singles were off Starr Gate on the 11th 
and 12th and off Knott End on the 15th.  One was off Starr Gate on the 26th April and during May, nine were 
seen off the coast between the 2nd and 25th, with two seen on two dates. Seven Pomarine Skuas were recorded 
between the 26th April and 25th May. The first was a single at Rossall and the others were all off Starr Gate. 
The first of 41 Arctic Skuas passed Starr Gate on 14th April. The last one was seen on 19th May with peak counts 
of 5 on the 27th April and 7th May. 

A prime candidate for ‘Fylde Bird of the Year so far’, was the adult Long-tailed Skua found on North Shore Golf 
Course by Jim Wacey on 25th May. Unfortunately, it was oiled on its underbody and tail and had lost its long 
central tail streamers. The same individual was previously seen in Wales at Machynys, Carmarthenshire on 
14th-16th May, then at Llanrhystud, Ceredigion on 22nd May. 
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A Black Guillemot flew south past Starr Gate on the 25th May. Six Puffins were recorded between the 22nd 
April and 19th May. All were singles seen off Blackpool except for one found dead on the shore at Preesall 
Sands on the 3rd May. Red-throated Diver passage off Starr Gate peaked on the 8th April, when 72 were logged. 
Three Great Northern Divers were seen off Blackpool comprising singles on 14th April, 18th April and 2nd May. 
49 Fulmars were recorded off Blackpool between the 11th March and 25th May but 32 of these were seen from 
Starr Gate on the 25th in windy conditions. Manx Shearwaters were seen from the coast from the 8th April. 
Almost 2500 were logged and some lingered to feed on fish shoals with other birds. 

A White Stork seen heading south over Warton Marsh on the 2nd March fitted in with the movements of a 

known released bird. Unfortunately, the wild status of this species has become impossibly obscured by 

releases and feral breeding birds. 

A single Shag flew south past Starr Gate on the 4th March. 

A Spoonbill flew south past Rossall Point on the 9th May but wasn’t relocated in our area. A Bittern 

continued to show occasionally in flight at Marton Mere until the 11th April. Cattle Egrets followed their now 

established pattern of turning up at Freckleton in small parties at the start of April. Up to 8 were following 

cattle in the Lower Lane area from the 3rd to 17th April. From the 17th to the 23rd up to four frequented the 

Naze Pool, where up to 3 roosted. The last sighting of the spring was of three at Warton Bank on 1st May. 

Single Great White Egrets continued to be seen along the Ribble, at Wesham Marsh and in the Catforth area 

well into April. New birds included one in a ditch on Green Dick’s Lane, Preesall on 7th April and two at 

Braides, Cockerham on 23rd April. Records dried up after one at Dam Side on 12th May. 

Relative to recent years, Ospreys were scarce with just six recorded. All were singles seen close to the coast. 
The first visited Preesall Flashes on the 28th March followed by one over Starr Gate on the 1st April, one over 
Warbreck on the 8th April, one over Bispham on the 13th April, another past Starr Gate on the 24th April and the 
last over Lytham shore on the 18th May. Two Marsh Harriers continued to frequent Warton Marsh until the 
25th March. Only two passage birds were seen, comprising a female over Marton Mere on 30th April and an 
immature over Newton Marsh on the 9th May. The last Hen Harrier of the winter was an adult male at Warton 
Marsh on the 5th of March. In common with other passage raptors, Red Kite records were also down. Just one 
or two were recorded on the 31st March when a bird was reported over Carr House Green Common at 1 pm 
then over Layton at 1:55 pm and lastly over Marton at 2:05 pm. 

Two passage migrant Short-eared Owls were seen in April, one was at Pilling Lane Ends on the 1st and another 
flew inland from over the sea at Blackpool North Shore on the 26th. 

The last Merlins of the winter were singles in April at Newton Marsh on the 5th and at Braides on 14th. 
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A fine male Red-backed Shrike found on Carr House Green Common on 30th May was one of this year’s star 

birds to date. The last Fylde record was in May 2018 and there have only been four records this century. 

Four Hooded Crows were seen in quick succession in April comprising one past Starr Gate on 21st, one at 

Rossall point on 23rd and two past Starr Gate on 26th.  Another was on the beach at Rossall on 11th May. 

The Carr House Green Common Willow Tit reappeared on the 9th March after a three-week absence. It then 

stayed until the 14th April. 

On the 18th March the first Sand Martin passed Starr Gate and by the end of the month 80 were at Cockerham 

Sand Quarry. During April the peak count was 200 at Marton Mere on the 4th. The first Swallows were seen 

on the 30th March when three passed Knott End and five singles were at other sites. Recorded passage was 

light through April and May, with a peak count of 50 at Cuddy Hill over a flood on 11th April and 76 moving 

east along the coast over Pilling Lane on 2nd of May. Single March House Martins appeared at Rossall Point on 

the 29th and Woodplumpton on the 31st. No large gatherings or passage movements were witnessed and 30 

at Stanley Park on the 8th May was the peak count. 

Just two Wood Warblers were recorded this spring. The first was singing in Stanley Park on the 7th May and 

the next was singing at Fluke Hall on the 10th May. A singing Willow Warbler at Carr House Green Common 

on the 30th March was the first of 2021. Numbers here increased to 7 singing birds by the 26th April. By far the 

highest concentration was on Winmarleigh Moss where 45 singing birds were counted on the 2nd May. Carr 

House Green Common also hosted the first Sedge Warbler of the year on the 13th April and singing males 

there increased to 10 by the 11th May. Up to nine were singing at Marton Mere on the 11th May and 12 were 

on Lytham Moss on the 14th May. Reed Warblers appeared at Marton Mere on the 13th April where numbers 

increased to 11 singing birds by the 25th. Preesall Flashes held 6 singing birds by the end of May. The first 

Grasshopper Warbler of the year was at Marton Mere on 16th April where numbers increased to three singing 

birds by 26th April. On the same day, another three were singing nearby at Staining Nook. In the same area 

another two were singing at Lawson Wetland from the 23rd April. Elsewhere two were at both Jameson Road, 

Fleetwood and on Lytham Moss in April. Singles were also at Rossall School and Carr House Green Common. 

A Garden Warbler singing in Stanley Park on 22nd April was the first of the year. Another was singing there 

from 8th to 12th May. One was singing and seen at Heron’s Reach on the 6th May and others were at Cocker’s 

Dyke on 16th May and Haslam Park on 21st May. It remains to be seen if any will stay to breed this year. 

The year’s first Lesser Whitethroat appeared in Stanley Park on the 20th April but despite a widespread arrival 
in subsequent weeks, numbers were lower than in recent years. Whitethroats started to arrive from the 15th 
April when one was at Marton Mere but numbers were rather low.  During May more appeared and the best 
counts included eight singing at Carr House Green Common on the 11th and 14 singing on Lytham Moss on the 
14th.  
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The last Fieldfares of the winter lingered until the 3rd May, represented by six at Ballam. The last Redwing 
record was of a single bird at Hackensall Hall on the 19th April. 

It was a good spring for Spotted Flycatchers starting with one at Heron’s Reach on the 6th May. Two were in 
Stanley Park on the 8th, another two were at Fluke Hall on the 9thand a single was at New Ridge Farm on the 
11th. Thereafter it was impossible to judge if birds were lingering or new ones were arriving, however there 
were three in Fluke Hall on the 16th and Stanley Park held single birds on four dates later in May and two on 
the 29th. Four singles were at other sites during May giving a very conservative total of 13. 

 

Two Pied Flycatchers were discovered this spring. The first was a male in Stanley Park on 22nd April followed 
by a female at Fluke Hall on 10th May. 

The only Black Redstart of the period was a first summer male, which was singing from a roof top at Ridge 
Farm, Preesall on the 12th April but, typically for spring birds, it was gone by the next day.  
 

 

Male Redstarts were found in the UU compound on Fairhaven Dunes on the 23rd April and the 10th May, 
confirming this site as a hot spot for the species on passage. 

Mythop claimed the first Whinchat of the year on the 22nd April heralding the start of an exceptionally strong 
passage. 13 were logged to the end of April but during May around 65 birds moved through the area. The last 
were four at Ridge Farm on the 16th May. This is about twice as many as seen the previous spring. The spring 
Stonechat passage continued through March at a reduced rate but pairs stayed to nest at Fairhaven and 
Fleetwood. The first Wheatear of the year was on Warton Marsh on the 25th March but passage was generally 
very light until late April. On the 25th April 86 moved east along the shore at Pilling Lane. In May, 42 were on 
fields between the Heads and Stalmine on the 10th.  A few were still moving along the sea wall at Fluke Hall at 
the month’s end. 
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Lytham Moss attracted the first Yellow Wagtail of 2021 when one was at a field flood on the 13th April. By 
modern standards the spring total of 31 birds was good. Typically, most involved fly over birds calling but four 
were on the coastal path at Cockersand on the 25th April. The last two of the spring were on Mythop Main 
Dyke Flood on the 21st May. The first six White Wagtails appeared at Pilling Lane on the 30th March. A light 
passage followed with peak counts of 28 on Lytham Moss on 14th April, 24 at Naze Point on the 17th April and 
20 at Bank End on the 20th April. The last two of the spring were at Fluke Hall on the 12th May. 

  

Tree Pipit passage began on the 21st April with a grounded bird on Fleetwood Golf Course. However, only 11 
more were recorded, with the last on the 9th of May. All bar two were recorded along the coast. It was a 
relatively poor spring for Water Pipits, with even fewer reported than in 2020. One was on Conder Pool on 
the 1st March and from the 18th March to the 5th April up to two were on Warton Marsh. The large gatherings 
noted on Warton Marsh in 2019 are beginning to look like a one-off occurrence. The last Rock Pipit of the 
spring was at the Heads on 30th March. All Rock Pipits wintering on the Fylde are now presumed to be 
Scandinavian Rocks (subspecies littoralis) and this bird was moulting into its distinctive summer plumage with 
pink underparts. 

Bramblings remained scarce this year with just two additional records: one was in a garden at Pilling Lane 
from the 30th March to 1st April and another was at Todderstaffe Hall on the 1st April. Lesser Redpolls passed 
through in unprecedented numbers this spring with over 500 logged. The peaks included 72 over Rossall on 
14th, 66 over Pilling Lane on 25th April and 95 in the Fluke Hall area on 16th May. Siskin passage was also very 
impressive. It started in earnest at the end of March but in April at Rossall 200 moved north east in four hours 
on the 14th and 100 moved north on the 19th. At Pilling Lane, 68 moved east along the coast on the 25th April. 
Although the numbers relaxed, the passage continued until the end of May and parties of 14 were in Stanley 
Park on the 2nd May and at least 10 were in trees at Fluke Hall in mid-May. One of the Snow Buntings wintering 
at Cockersand stayed until the 8th March. 

Photograph Credits 

Common Crane – Cocker’s Dyke -Richard O'Meara; Little Stint – Cockersand - Paul Ellis; Curlew Sandpiper – 

Cockersand - Paul Ellis; Spotted Redshank – Conder Green - Paul Ellis; Iceland Gull – Stanley Park - Mick 

McGough; Long-tailed Skua -Blackpool North Shore - Paul Ellis; Red-Backed Shrike- Carr House Green Common 

- Paul Ellis; Wood Warbler – Fluke Hall – Paul Slade; Pied Flycatcher (male) – Stanley Park – Mick McGough; 

Pied Flycatcher (female) – Fluke Hall – Paul Slade; Black Redstart – Ridge Farm - Paul Ellis; Redstart – Fairhaven 

– Ian Walker; Yellow Wagtail – Fluke Hall – Paul Slade; Brambling – Pilling Lane – Paul Ellis 
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Annual Photographic Competition Results 

April saw the return of the Fylde Bird Club annual photographic competition. The voting for this year’s 

competition took place online.  There were three categories open for entries: Fylde (Fylde Bird Club recording 

area), British Isles (excluding the Fylde), and World (excluding British Isles). The Committee appreciated that 

people may not have had the opportunity to travel widely in the UK and abroad during 2020 and therefore, to 

be fair, a prize was only awarded for the winner of the Fylde category in this year’s competition. There were 

39 entries overall, which is excellent, and the standard was extremely high. Thanks to Malcolm Evans for 

independently collating the votes. The winner and runner-up in each category are listed below. 

 
Fylde 
 
1st  Goldfinches.      2nd Black Redstart 
Lytham, 28-12-20. Lee O’Dwyer    Warton Bank, 22-11-20. Paul Ellis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
British Isles  

 
Equal 1st Bullfinch. Astley, 01-02-20. Lee O’Dwyer  Equal 1st Tawny Owl, Standish, Wigan, 26-6-20, 

Martin Jump 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



11 

World 
 
1st  Amethyst Woodstar. Atlantic Forest, Brazil.   2nd Brassy-breasted Tanager. Atlantic Forest, Brazil 
16-01-20. Paul Ellis     13-01-20. Kinta Beaver 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Uploading Photographs to Flickr 

Please note that the password for uploading photographs to the FBC Flickr page will need to change at regular 
intervals. We will e-mail all members when the password changes.  
 
Procedure for Uploading Photographs 
From the Bird Club website Home page, click on ‘galleries’ and ‘recent photographs’ or enter the following 
URL address: http://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/ 
 
Click on ‘sign in’ (top right corner). You may need to click on log out first if you already have a Flickr account. 
 
Username: news@fyldebirdclub.org 
 
Current Password: Reedbunting5% 
 
Click on the upload icon (looks like a cloud, to the right of the search box at the top-right of the screen). Click 
on ‘Choose photos and videos to upload’.  
A thumbnail of the picture will appear with its filename below it and a field for a Description. These can be 
edited before uploading. 
The format for the Name/Title field is: species, location (e.g. Robin, Marton Mere).  
In the description field, enter your name and the date taken and any other relevant information about the 
bird and sighting. 
Then click on the Upload icon, top right. 
You can edit the Title and Description in Flickr, after uploading it you prefer. 
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WhatsApp Service for Local Rarities  

The WhatsApp service for local rarities is a great success and is extremely popular with members and non-
members. However, please note that the purpose of this service is to provide news on local scarce and rare 
birds to help everyone to see them. We would be grateful if everyone would follow the guidance below. 

• Please do not use this service for chat. If you want to send a personal message to someone who is 
using the service, please use their individual mobile number and not the group WhatsApp service.    

• Please do not post details of birds’ nests.  

• Please do post images of unidentified birds to request help as soon as possible. 

• Feel free to request directions to rare birds and provide such directions. 

• Please use the Sightings page to submit routine records of birds that are frequently seen. 
 

Text Alert Service 

Although many members are still using the text alert service, it is challenging to operate. Therefore, the text 
alert service will be discontinued in favour of the WhatsApp service. The text alert service will be withdrawn 
at the end of July 2021 to allow members plenty of time to transfer to the WhatsApp service if they wish to 
do so. If you would like to use the WhatsApp service please use the following link: 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/AI5mgJdrLVPJiufhjJxdoE 
 

Birds of Marton Mere: Free to Local Schools 

We are keen to enhance young people’s knowledge about the birds in their local area.  
The 2nd Edition of the Birds of Marton Mere was published in 2016 and represents over 60 years of bird 
recording at the Mere. The book contains information on 236 species that have officially been recorded at 
the Mere. If you know of any local Schools that would like to receive free copies of the Birds of Marton 
Mere, please get in touch. news@fyldebirdclub.org 
 

Data Sale to the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit  

The Greater Manchester Ecology Unit (GMEU) acts for local councils, providing specialist advice on 
biodiversity, nature conservation and wildlife issues. GMEU comments on the ecological impact of 
development proposals on behalf of planning departments and provides advice, nationally and internationally, 
on legislation and planning relating to wildlife and nature conservation, including protected species.  

See  www.tameside.gov.uk/ecologyunit  for more information.  

The GMEU and Fylde Bird Club have collaborated and entered into an agreement whereby FBC have provided 
data to assist GMEU in triaging planning applications. The agreement included the sale of 10 years of bird 
records to GMEU. FBC recently received £4800 for records of birds cited by the local Special Protection Areas 
(SPA) during the period 2010-2020. SPAs are protected areas for birds in the UK classified under the Wildlife 
& Countryside Act.  

This agreement has only been possible because of the vast database of bird records held by FBC. The database 
currently holds over 850,000 records. 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/AI5mgJdrLVPJiufhjJxdoE
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/ecologyunit
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Canes on Common Tern Nest Trays 

If you have visited Preston Dock recently, to observe the Common Terns nesting, you will have noticed canes 
sticking out of many of the nest trays. As we have had a number of queries about the canes, with some 
perceiving that the canes are in some way detrimental to the bird’s ability to nest, we have provided an 
explanation on the purpose of the canes.  
 
The dock is managed by Preston City Council. The Fylde Bird Club have been advising the Council on the 
Common Tern colony and have provided nest trays and other materials. The Fylde Bird Club also monitors and 
records the progress and productivity of the Tern colony. 
 
The canes are fitted to the nest trays to deter Lesser Black-backed Gulls, which have become skilled at 
snatching Tern chicks from their nests, resulting in unsustainably high losses. 
The gulls swoop down at speed and grab chicks while in mid-flight. The canes are intended to provide obstacles 
to prevent this form of attack. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our experience, from closely monitoring nest box use last year, proved that the Terns had no preference for 
boxes in sets with or without canes. We counted all the occupied trays in sets with and without canes on every 
visit and this was established beyond doubt. Given the very high losses to Lesser Black-backed Gull predation, 
we agreed to fit canes to all sets of trays this year from the start. Productivity has been unsustainably low for 
several years and so doing nothing was not an option we considered. Last year coot predation of eggs and bad 
weather may have been as significant but only 3 young fledged.  
 
Canes are used at other Tern colonies with great success, so this is not a new experiment. They have been 
introduced after consultation with the RSPB.  
 
We will monitor progress again this year and respond to the findings accordingly, so far as we are able. All 
counts and details of Terns nesting at the dock are most welcome. We would like to install an anti-Coot fence 
around the breakers but this year Covid prevented any progress. We need a practical design that the Council 
will accept; previous suggestions were rejected. 

 
 

Paul Ellis 
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Cuba but not as we planned it  

David and Sarah Blair: 28th December 2020 – 12th January 2021 

2020 was our worst year birding since 1987. So, a trip to Cuba with 30+ lifers on offer was very attractive. 

However, we had three attempts at Cuba cancelled in the last year due to Thomas Cook going bust and 

national lockdowns. We thought, very wisely, that we probably had until January 2021 before our post-

Christmas English lockdown began. So, we booked two weeks in Varadero with TUI. If we went on an organised 

tour we could avoid quarantine and just stay the first two days in the resort; if we went independently we had 

to do 5 days quarantine confined to a Hotel or Casa and then possibly have another test before being released. 

We had tentative plans to do some birding in Zapata with Ernesto Reyes who we had arranged to use on 

previous failed attempts and then just do whatever trips we could to Havana etc. 

Our target birds were the usual endemics (endemics and near-endemics highlighted in bold) but particularly 

the Bee Hummingbird, Cuban Trogon, Bare-legged Screech Owl and Cuban Pygmy Owl plus some West Indian 

species we hadn’t seen in Jamaica or the Dominican Republic. We knew that we would probably not even try 

for some of the Eastern species as a few areas were still closed in Cuba. 

Rather than a day by day account we’ll just set out what we saw around the resort (the Iberostar Selection 

Bella Vista), the peninsula (on foot or by Hop-on Hop-off bus), our trip to Havana and then a bit more detail 

for Zapata, Playa Larga and Playa Giron areas where people might be going independently when the situation 

improves.  

Varadero area 

The grounds of the Hotel contained many wintering warblers, a couple of easy endemics and some seabirds 

and herons. The main birds in the Hotel grounds were Cuban Emerald, Cuban (crescent-eyed) Pewee, Yellow- 

throated Vireo, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Palm Warbler, Ovenbird, Blackburnian Warbler, Northern Parula, 

Yellow-throated Warbler, Antillean Palm Swift and Northern Mockingbird. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were some mangroves only about 1 km away and then a nice patch of woodland near the closed Pirates 

Cove restaurant and bar. The best birds here were Cuban Black Hawk, a surprise Key West Quail Dove (only 

seen once – it was just after we arrived and there had been 3 days of strong wind and rain so not sure if it is 

regular here or had just been moved by the weather), we also saw a Bahama Mockingbird the same day which 

we also couldn’t relocate and then Cuban Vireo, Yellow Warbler, Cuban Blackbird, Loggerhead Kingbird, 

Smooth-billed Ani and American Redstart.  

There is a small nature reserve up towards the Marina but it is now half the size it was due to Hotel 

developments and we actually found more in the various deserted Hotels (around 80% are closed) than on 

the trails.  
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Birds by the shore and mangroves included Little Blue Heron, Green 

Heron, Great White Egret, Brown Pelican, Magnificent Frigatebird, 

Killdeer, Sanderling and Wilson’s Plover 

Apart from some Laughing Gulls, Brown Pelican and Belted Kingfisher, 

the Marina area seemed lacking in bird life.  

Even if we had not left the resort, we would have found at least 6 lifers. 

 

 

Havana 

It was not possible for foreigners to stay in hotels in Havana while we were there. Our trip to Havana was not 

really a birding trip but we did see two Cuban Parakeets fly over when we stopped just after Jibacoa and there 

were plenty of distinctive Red-legged Thrushes (Cuban sub species which might be split) and Greater Antillean 

Grackle and Prairie Warbler at the Fortress. 

Like most people who go to Havana we couldn’t resist the lure of a drive in a 1950’s open top car. In our case, 

Sarah chose a pink 1952 Ford and we added a Royal Tern, Magnificent Frigatebird and Brown Pelican when 

we were driving along the promenade past all the old mafia hotels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zapata Swamp 

Organising the trip was tricky due to Covid and also the fact that Cuba was changing currency. Ernesto hired a 

car and driver and we were picked up just before 5.30 on 7th January.   

I don’t want to give detailed locations because GPS in Cuba is 

officially illegal. Ernesto uses ebird extensively. He is proud to be 

the top ebirder in Cuba ahead of his wife who is also a guide. His 

sighting and locations are on there; I’ve just given names of the 

main place as I picked them up.  

Our first key site was La Turba, for a few select birds as activity 

was getting going. Neither Ernesto or his wife have done any 

guiding since March 2020 and we were his first clients. Ernesto 

had been building himself a place near Playa Larga so had been in 

the area but neither he nor any other guide had staked out anything in the swamp. So, we went into the 

swamp driving along a narrow donkey track stopping regularly and looking for Zapata Wren, Zapata Sparrow 

and other birds, more in hope than expectation. However, things started brightly with a few Yellow-headed 
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Warblers, a Cuban Vireo and then we heard a Zapata Sparrow. The bird responded immediately to playback 

and we had our first tricky species; we actually saw 10 birds over the morning. The Zapata Wren wasn’t for 

giving itself up; we tried about 8 places without success and it was only when we went to a less than ideal 

viewing point that we actually got a response from the Zapata Wren. It did seem to be coming closer but after 

about 45 minutes of trying we decided it was heard only and my new “not getting obsessive about single birds” 

resolution was tested for the first time. Luckily, a pair of Cuban Tody either 

side of the track got me quickly focused on what I did see and not what I 

had missed. We also added Cuban Bullfinch and Great Blue Heron before 

we decided to go to a flooded Savannah and Woodland area (El Bosque). 

Ernesto said farmers are quite happy to provide access to their land. 

The main target was 

Fernandina’s Flicker but despite 

lots of searching and calling we 

missed it, but we did get two new 

lifers in Great Lizard Cuckoo and 

La Sagra’s Flycatcher. We then 

went into the wood at Soplillar to 

look for Quail Doves. I found an immature Grey-headed Quail Dove; 

it didn’t look like the plates I had studied so I called the others and 

showed Ernesto the 

photo I had taken and he confirmed it was a young bird and 

played the call and it wasn’t long before the young bird was 

joined by two adults. Sods law - they skulked deeper in the 

forest but we did eventually get good looks. Frustratingly for 

Sarah, we had been hearing Trogon’s call for a large part of the 

morning but ignoring them as Ernesto said they are easy but 

having seen our main targets we now went into the forest and 

found three beautiful Cuban Trogons calling to each other, so 

that was Sarah’s main target for the trip achieved. 

I didn’t mention earlier that 
we drove through Playa Caleton on the way to the farm and woods. We 
had planned to stay at Casa Ana (details for Casa Ana are adrian@gmailcom 
+53 45987544), a place run by an 
ex-poacher with its famous garden 
and were going to order lunch for 
our return. However, on arrival 
there were huge handwritten signs 
saying – “No Visitors”; they were 
isolating for 5 days awaiting Covid 

test results. Fortunately, the house next door was open for tourists - 
Casa Gleybi (casagleybi@nauta.cu +53 45987544). We were able to 
spend time in the two gardens where we saw my main target really 
well; the smallest bird in the world, the Bee Hummingbird. I now appreciated why Ernesto wasn’t too 
bothered about chasing after a call in the forest edge when a couple of birds were regularly zapping into the 
garden and even feeding on a tiny syringe of sugar water. We also added Cuban Oriole and Cuban Crow to 
the trip list as well as getting great views of Prairie Warbler, Northern Parula and Grey Catbird. Over a lovely 
home cooked Cuban lunch we confirmed the other main attraction of the garden. A rare owl was seen most 
evenings, so something to look forward to for later. Afternoon was going to be around the area where Ernesto 
had built a new house with garden and pool to attract wildlife. We just sat around in the heat of the afternoon 
drinking coffee harvested from Ernesto’s own coffee plants and watching Grey Catbird, Black-throated Blue 

mailto:casagleybi@nauta.cu
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Warbler, Cuban Emerald, Cuban Blackbird, American Redstart, Prairie Warbler and Curly-tailed Lizard while 
we hoped that some Blue-headed Quail-Dove Ernesto had been trying to habituate would come out into a 
shady area – they didn’t. 

Still we didn’t have too long before the next major find. We heard a Cuban Pygmy-Owl calling and soon found 

this little cracker in daylight. We then headed on to neighbouring land and saw 4 Cuban Parrots fly in; by 

sunset almost 40 Parrots had arrived. 

Ernesto then took us into 

another garden. He explained 

that Cuban Grassquit had been 

pretty much trapped to 

extinction for the cage-bird 

trade in the area but he, and 

some fellow biologists, had 

introduced 12 birds a few years 

ago and there was now a 

sustainable population between 

Playa Larga and Playa Giron; we were glad to see these endemics which we hadn’t really expected here.  

We called widely and spotlighted various owl boxes to see if we 

could find the main target; no success. We were heading back to 

the car when Ernesto saw movement and there in the torchlight, 

we had Bare-legged Screech Owl perched above us. What a great 

end to a fabulous day’s birding. It was time to get back to our digs 

for dinner. We were on a real high but for some reason I left my 

camera and binoculars in the room before we went into the garden 

for dinner. Half way through dinner I heard the unmistakeable 

squeaky toy sound of Stygian Owl. I played the call on my phone 

and shone the torch into the tree they were said to frequent; there 

was a huge object sitting there – obviously the Owl but we couldn’t 

study it properly.  

I went and got the camera and our bins but, despite hearing the 

bird nearby, it didn’t return to the trees we could see from the 

garden before we retired to the room. We had just done our bird 

list and were heading to bed when there was a knock and the lady of the house was telling us the bird was 

back. We quickly dressed and got out – but before we got to the open area the bird flew off. However, after a 

bit of calling two huge Stygian Owls flew over our heads and landed across the road perching out of sight but 

then they responded again to the calls and did another circuit to let us see them in the spotlight. No photos 

but what a brilliant last moment.  

Second Day – heading east from Playa Larga 

Breakfast was arranged for 6.15 but it was really tough for our hosts to get provisions, having to queue at 

shops from 5.00am. While we had breakfast we saw two Cuban Black Hawks and a couple of Wood Storks. 

We had decided yesterday not to try again for Zapata Wren as that would require all our available time, as 

the only other place Ernesto was sure of required a boat trip. Instead, we would try for the Cuban Parakeets 

(better views), Fernandina’s Flicker, Blue-headed Quail Dove and two other birds we had mentioned to him. 

The place for the Quail Dove was in a restaurant complex and diving resort with some cenotes (natural 

swimming holes). Cueva de los Peces is, I think, the name of this place but it is being refurbished at the moment 

so only the restaurant is open. It is about 10 minutes east of Playa Larga on the Bay of Pigs. We had 
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confirmation that the Quail-Doves still visited but nearer lunchtime. So, we headed to San Blas via Playa Giron 

where we added 20 Cuban Parakeets. 

At San Blas we tried for the 

Flicker. It was a bit of a 

woodpecker bonanza. We had 

Northern Flicker (Cuban Yellow-

shafted), Cuban Green 

Woodpecker, West Indian 

Woodpecker a Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker before we finally got 

Fernandina’s Flicker but sods law 

- all the other Woodies came 

close whereas the Fernandina’s stayed distant and into the sun. So, tickable 

views of this endemic but no usable photographs. In this area we also added Mourning Dove, Zenaida Dove, 

Belted Kingfisher, Great Lizard Cuckoo, Indigo Bunting and Smooth-billed Ani before we called in a couple of 

Red-shouldered Blackbirds.  

The morning had flown by and it was back to the diving resort. In the cenote we could see a multitude of 

colourful fish. What a pity we hadn’t brought our snorkels but then Ernesto called us. He could hear a Spindalis, 

the last of the birds on my list I had given him. We found one of the colourful Western Spindalis feeding. I 

managed a quick shot before we heard the Blue-headed Quail-Dove calling. We saw and photographed 4 of 

the beautiful and normally pretty secretive Blue-headed 

Quail-Dove. Success!! We ordered three beers to take 

away and stood watching the birds while we sipped from 

the can, enjoying life.    

Our time with Ernesto had pretty much gone perfectly. 

Except for the Zapata Wren we had seen all of our main 

targets.  

 

 

Conclusion 

After nearly a year devoid of new birds it was great to add 31 new bird species in a really friendly country and 

to tick off country no. 94 (surely we can add 6 more in 2021 as the world emerges from the pandemic). 

Our last bird of 2020 was Cuban Pewee and our first of 2021 a Cuban Parakeet. 
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A selection of Cuban Endemics mentioned in the report. Cuban Parrot, Cuban Bullfinch and Cuban Vireo 

 

Some more birds: Great Lizard Cuckoo, Cuban Crow, Cuban Oriole, West Indian Woodpecker, Red-shoulder 

Blackbird, Northern Flicker, Yellow-headed Warbler, Cuban Blackbird, La Sagra’s Flycatcher, Western 

Spindalis and Cuban Green Woodpecker  
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Flamborough Birds with Craig Thomas 

Tuesday 22nd June - 7.45pm via Zoom 
A link to the Zoom meeting will be sent out to members a day or two prior to the meeting 

 
Cold temperatures dominated the second half of winter and spring, as a continual northerly airflow stalled 
migration. There were very few migrants present on most days, albeit scarce sightings did feature on 
occasion. Perhaps the most impressive record of 2021 to date was the count of 195 Woodcock located on 
5th February; 133,000 Razorbills re-orientating back north after northerly gales on 8th April was also 
headline grabbing.  
 
Early spring featured no fewer than four White-tailed Eagles, including two birds moving south together 
and a White-billed Diver photographed close inshore off South Landing. April was an almost non-event in 
terms of migration due to the weather conditions, although interest increased during May. Two Dotterel 
vied for attention alongside a Hoopoe, two Golden Orioles, three Marsh Warblers, a Red-backed Shrike, a 
plethora of Bee-eater sightings including a flock of ten birds and a Rose-coloured Starling. However, 
common migrants were anything but, although a temperature increase ushered the arrival of 263 
Wheatears on 9th May; easily a record count for the headland.     
 
Covid restrictions have resulted in relatively poor observer coverage over recent months and the spring 
wildlife weekend was cancelled. However, our autumn Migweek is still scheduled for mid-October. The 
Seawatch Observatory and the hides at Thornwick Pools have re-opened, albeit with social distancing in 
place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Reminder for FBC Subscriptions 

Please note that subscriptions were due in January 2021. At the end of June it will be assumed that those 
who have not paid their subscription no longer wish to be a member of the Fylde Bird Club and their 
contact details will be removed from the mailing list.  

 
 

 

Hoopoe Woodcock 


