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For many July heralds the start of summer, when school’s break-up and holidays are booked 

for lands afar, in a normal year at least. For birders however July is the start of autumn, a 

point that has certainly been evidenced this week on our sightings page with multiple 

reports of returning Common and Green Sandpipers and Mediterranean Gulls. Forget 

beaches and sunbathing, bring on the birds! 

The committee would like to extend a massive thanks to all members for continuing to 

adhere to the ever-changing Covid-19 restrictions whilst out and about birding around the 

Fylde. Unfortunately, as we are all acutely aware the risk is still present, and as such FBC 

meetings will continue to be suspended until such a time that they can resume in a manner 

that is safe for our members. Please keep an eye on our website and via email for any 

updates from the committee. 

In this  newsletter Ian Walker continues to delve into the Past and Present of Newton 

Marsh, Dinesh Patel and Paul Slade provide finders accounts that will surely make you green 

(or pink) with envy, and we reveal the hotly anticipated photographic competition results. 

Stay safe and good birding. 

Jonny Scragg 

news@fyldebirdclub.org 
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Recent Sightings – May to June 2020 
 

May 

The month began with the 3 Cattle Egrets still frequenting the 
Conder Green area where they were last seen on the 17th.  

A late Whooper Swan dropped into Wesham Marsh on the 
24th. Another at Cockersand stayed into June and was 
probably unfit to migrate. 

A late Dark-bellied Brent Goose was on Pilling Sands on the 
2nd and was seen between Cockersand and Fleetwood Beach 
until the 13th. On the 17th another 3 flew north past Blackpool 
North Shore. 

The last flock of Pinkfeet was seen on the 14th when 35 
headed north west past Blackpool North Shore. 

The last Pintail was at Fluke Hall Lane on the 2nd and the last 
Pochard was on Myerscough Quarry on the 16th.  

A Scaup was off Cockersand on the 18th. 

On the 25th John Barker found the most 
controversial bird of the month, when he drove 
under a White Stork standing on a telegraph pole on 
Moss Lane, Thurnham. The bird stayed overnight 
and showed well. It carried no rings. However, the 
photographs betrayed a possible origin. It had a 
distinct pink tinge to the white in its plumage and it 
transpired that many birds from the South Lakes 
Safari Zoo in Cumbria also have the same colour of 
pink stain in the white in their plumage. The colour 
apparently comes from the soil in that area which 
forms a dye in the Zoo’s ponds! Additionally, this 
questionable establishment has allowed some of its 
storks to fly freely and some have bred off site 
nearby. So, dissapointingly, this record may be 
destined to be ‘binned’ in the escapes section, 
although it should be noted that the zoo has stated 
that all 7 of it’s White Storks were accounted for on 
the evening of the Fylde sighting. 

A pair of Grey Partridges were seen at Wrampool on the 8th and another was on Lytham Moss on 
the 25th.  

The first Quail of the year was calling off Tongues Lane, Preesall, on the 4th followed by two at 
Cockersand from the 9th to 25th.  Another was singing at Bone Hill on the 30th. 

A Water Rail seen at Medlar Marsh on the 9th suggests the possiblity of breeding?  

Single Shags were seen off Blackpool North Shore on the 23rd and Starr Gate on the 30th.  
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12 Arctic Skuas were seen along the coast between the 1st and 23rd.  

A summer plumaged Great Northern Diver flew north past Blackpool North Shore on the 15th.  

A Black Guillemot flew NW past Blackpool North Shore on the 16th. 

On the 31st a 2nd summer Yellow-legged Gull appeared at Cocker’s Dyke. 

Just one Mediterranean Gull was seen in May: a 1st summer on the beach at Knott End on the 24th.  

Single Little Terns passed Starr Gate on the 2nd and Rossall Point on the 29th.  

On the 18th a Black Tern moved south past Starr Gate. 

8 Fulmars were logged between Starr Gate and Fleetwood spread across the month. 

Single Great Skuas were seen off Rossal Point on the 23rd and off Blackpool the following day. 

The cracking summer plumaged Spotted Redshank remained at Conder Green until the 5th. 

On the 19th May an adult Little Stint was on the Ribble at Freckleton, providing the only record so far 
this year. 

 

Whimbrel passage was evident throughout May with 47 feeding at Pilling Lane Ends, the largest 
flock recorded. 

Two Ruff were on Newton Marsh on the 1st 
followed by one at Marton Mere on the 9th 
and 10th. 

The record spring Osprey passage continued 

into May with two on the 4th one on the 5th 

and singles on 20th and 23rd.  

Up to 2 Marsh Harriers remained on Warton 

Marsh until the 19th and a male was at 

Cockerham Marsh on the 20th.  
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Early in the morning on the 11th  a Red Kite moved low east over Newton Marsh pursued by the 
breeding waders there. 

An impressive total of 5 Hobbys were recorded starting with 2 over Rossall Point on the 9th followed 
by singles at Medlar on the 23rd and at Singleton and Fluke Hall on the 30th. 

On the 2nd two Hooded Crows were with Carrion Crows on the fairways of Blackpool North Shore 
Golf Course. 

Swifts were scarce and although there were numerous reports, 22 was the largest flock seen.  

A dozen Cuckoos were logged between the 2nd and the 13th with half between Hackensall and Fluke 
Hall. 

On the 5th a Black Redstart was found in a garden on Tongues Lane Preesall and the first of the 
months 4 Garden Warblers was at Pilling Lane. 

Up to 3 female Pied Flycatchers were in Stanley Park on the 6th and 7th.  On the same dates up to 4 
Spotted Flycatchers were at the same site. 3 more Spotted Flycatchers were found between the 9th 
and 14th , all in the south of the area. 

Also in Stanley Park on the 7th, was a singing male 
Redstart.  

Wheatear passage lasted almost throughout the 
month until the 27th when the last of the spring was 
at Marton Mere.  

The relatively good spring passage of Whinchats 
continued with around 28 logged during the month, 
mostly along the Over Wyre coast. All bar two were 
between the 2nd and 16th , the last two were at 
Lawson Wetland on the 26th. 

Just two Wood Warblers were found during the traditional arrival period early in the month, one 
was in Stanley Park on the 5th and 6th and another was at Warbreck Hill on the 9th.  

Tree Pipit passage continued until the 7th with 11 
passing over coastal sites. However, when analysed, 
sound recordings will no doubt add substantially to 
this. 

11 Yellow Wagtails were logged between the 5th and 
16th at coastal sites, with 6 of them on the 7th. Again, 
sound recordings will add to this total.  

A male Blue-headed Wagtail made a brief visit to 
Anchorsholme Park on the 7th.  

The find of the month was made by Paul Slade on the 
31st when he picked up an adult Rose-coloured Starling heading east along the coast at Fluke Hall. 
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June 

Two Long tailed Ducks seen flying south off Starr Gate on the 14th were unseasonal. 

Two Arctic Skuas which passed Starr Gate on the 5th were the only birds of the month. 
 
A Bittern was reported flying from Lawson Wetland to Marton Mere on the exceptional date of 3rd 
June. 

There were five sightings of a Black Guillemot off Starr Gate and Blackpool North Shore between the 
4th and the 18th that could have involved the same bird.  

Two Puffins headed south past Starr Gate on the 20th. 

7 Fulmars were seen off Blackpool during the 
second half of the month. 

A Great Skua was off Blackpool North Shore on the 
29th .  

The 2nd summer Yellow-legged Gull remained in 
the Cocker’s Dyke area until the 21st at least. 

A Black Tern was seen off Blackpool South Shore on 
the 6th and a Little Tern moved south past the same 
coast on the 22nd. 

The only Mediterranean Gull of the month was an adult at Church Scar, Lytham on the 27th. 

One to three late Green Sandpipers were in the Newton Marsh / Fleckleton area from 15th to 24th  
and another was at Little Plumpton on the 28th. 

There were three late Whimbrels during June with the last passing Starr Gate on the 22nd.  

A record of a female and juvenile Grey Partridge at Peel on 14th was the only record of the month. 

A female Marsh Harrier continued to frequent Warton Marsh until at least the 22nd. 

A Hobby drifted north west over Carleton on the 7th. 

One of the stand out records of the year so far was provided by Chris Batty when he found a Blyth’s 
Reed Warbler singing at Knott End on the 1st.  Although hard to see, it was photographed, sound 
recorded and seen by numerous observers during it’s one-day stay. The first record for the Fylde and 
also Lancashire, if you use an old enough map! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6 
 

 

Swifts remained scarce with a flock of 50 

over Marton Mere on the 6th , the largest 

flock by a considerable margin. 

A Cuckoo on Heron’s Reach Golf Course 

on the 14th was the only record of the 

month. 

3 Siskins that dropped into a garden at 

Pilling Lane were either late north bound 

migrants or early returning autumn 

migrants. 

 

Photos provided by Paul Ellis, Paul Slade, Ian Walker and Colin Mairs 

 

All records extracted from the Club’s Sighting’s Page on our website at 

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx 

 

To add your sightings, log-on using 

Username: lapwing  and Password: lapwing 

 

A reminder both to existing members and for new contributors to the Club’s on line Sightings 

Page, please do not publish sightings of the following: 

• Peregrine roost or nest sites 

• The exact location of any bird’s nest 

• Brown Hare sightings 

Please continue to send any sightings of the above by email to news@fyldebirdclub.org. 

 

Paul Ellis 

 

  

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
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Finders Account – White Tailed Eagle at Lightfoot Green 

This April with lockdown and restricted travel, I was prompted to return to a local walking route at 

Lightfoot green, along a path around the quarry and Blundell brook. This peaceful route with few 

walkers and easy social distancing has been worth a regular walk, for spring flowers, butterflies and 

the song of returning migrants.  

Though, most of the pools around the quarry are now hidden from view by raised mounds and 

hedgerow, there remains visible areas of quarried sand banks with good numbers of nesting sand 

martins. On my regular walk, I’ve searched the area in the hope of an unusual sighting such as a bee 

eater.      

 

Lightfoot Green, Quarry and Blundel Brook 

On the 22nd April at 12.50pm, I was walking alongside the brook towards the sand banks. From a 

distance, whilst I watched sand martins and swallows fly over the quarry, a prominent dark 

silhouette caught my eye. Was this a plane, a glider or a bird?  Various raptors crossed my mind, 

maybe a harrier or kite but the silhouette was prominent and getting bigger as it continued towards 

me. The first striking feature was the upturned ‘fingers’ at end of the wings, then the big open tail 

and finally the huge broad wings. Even then, I held back at the thought that this maybe an eagle and 

tried to look for features that pointed to other raptors. This bird was flying closer, over the trees and 

right across my path . As I continued to watch through my binoculars, a common buzzard came into 

view and started mobbing this huge bird. 

Fortunately, I had my pocket camera and managed to get a few shots and even a brief video clip as 

the buzzard continued its mobbing. This huge bird made the buzzard appear relatively small and 

remained unfazed by its attention as it continued to glide effortlessly in a northerly direction 

towards the A6 and before long it was out of sight.  
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I looked at my pictures and recognised this was an Immature White-Tailed Eagle (WTE).  

Immediately, I posted photos and a video clip on to the Fylde Bird Club whatsapp site. On my way 

home, I wondered if this was one of the introduced Isle of Wight WTE’s that had recently been 

sighted in Cheshire. Later that day, Jonathan Scragg posted on the Fylde Bird Club site that the Isle of 

Wight team had confirmed that this was not one of their satellite tagged birds and it was likely that 

this was a wild bird, a first for the Fylde in a long time. 

I certainly got my big rarity sighting on my local patch. The WTE is truly a magnificent bird .   

Dinesh Patel 

 

A truly remarkable Fylde sighting, with the last local record being way back in October 1875 when an 

adult bird was shot near St Michael’s.  

As Dinesh alludes to in his account, there is an on-going reintroduction project of WTE taking place 

on the Isle of Wight with six satellite-tagged juveniles released to date, four of which survived into 

2020. During the spring young White-tailed Eagles disperse and wander over large areas, and in 

addition to the IoW birds several wild juveniles from the continent were sighted in the south of 

England this spring, this being the likely origin of the Fylde record.  

With the British population of this species ever increasing, here’s hoping we won’t have to wait 

another 135 years for the next Fylde sighting! 
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Photographic Competition Winners 

The votes have been counted and the results are in! See below for the winning entries of the Fylde 

Bird Club Photographic Competition 2019. 

 

Fylde Category Winner - Great Tit & 2 Blue Tits by Martin Jump 

Equipment: Canon 1dx camera with 500 mm lens. 

“Taken in November 2019 on my allotment at Haslam Park, Preston. The birds were using a branch 

put up near my feeders with a bit of fat on the top.” 

 

Joint Runners-Up: 

• Black-tailed Godwit at Newton Marsh by Paul Slade 

• Jack Snipe at The Heads by Barry Dyson 
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Britain Category Winner – Red Kite by Stephen Oddy 

Equipment: Canon 6D mk2 and lens EF 100-400mm f4.5-5.6 L IS II. 

“Taken near one of the feeding stations along the Red Kite Trail in Galloway, Scotland.” 

 

Runner-Up: 

• Northern Gannet at Bempton Cliffs by Ian McGill 
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World Category Winner – Green Magpie by Derek Roe 

Equipment: Cannon 7D Mark2 camera with an EF400mmf/5.6L USM lens with an ISO speed of 5000 

and a shutter speed of 1/320 and AV (f) of 8.0.  

“This photo was taken at Kaeng Krachan National Park, Thailand.” 

 

Joint Runners-Up: 

• Little Owl at Malaga, Spain by Howard Phillips 

• Purple Heron at Danube, Romania by Paul Ellis 

 

Well done to all the winners and runners-up, it was heartening to receive submissions from several 

first-time entrants. Voting in each category was incredibly tight, with the margin of victory in all 

three categories being just one vote!  

The online format of the competition appears to have been a success, with voter turnout being 

higher than at the last meeting-held competition. Any opinions on the new format would be 

gratefully received by the committee. 

A big thank you goes to Paul Ellis for organising the competition and to Malcom Evans for receiving 

and counting the votes.  

Jonny Scragg 
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Scottish Mini-break – June 2019 (Part 1) 

Home to some of the most spectacular scenery, rugged landscapes and amazing wildlife that the UK 

has to offer, Scotland is a country that I will never tire of exploring. Last June saw myself, Ash Baines 

and Sophie Bagshaw head northwards for a five-day trip taking in the west coast and the cairngorms 

in an attempt to see some of the most quintessential Scottish species, as well as one or two of its 

lesser known but equally special gems.  

Part one of the trip report follows, detailing two days spent on the wild Ardnamurchan Peninsular.  

 

Day 1 – Wednesday 12th June 

One important thing to remember when planning a trip Scotland is this… it is rather a long drive! As 

an ecological consultant by trade I am used to driving long distances each week to carry out surveys 

all over the country, so I volunteered to do the driving for our Scotland trip. Unsurprisingly, this 

suggestion did not receive much resistance from the others!  

So off we set from Cottam at around 

4am with the quiet roads making for 

easy progress, meaning we were 

winding our way up the shore of Loch 

Lomond by 8, and pulling in for a 

quick break at the Connel Bridge near 

Oban just after 10. It was a breezy 

morning, but the sun was shining on 

the mountains of Mull in the 

distance. A summer plumaged Black 

Guillemot bobbed around in the 

sound beneath the bridge and a pair 

of Hooded Crows called overhead, 

our first truly northern birds of the 

trip.  

From Oban we followed the coastal road north towards our first main site of the trip – Glasdrum 

Wood NNR on the shore of Loch Creran. This reserve is well known for being one of the most reliable 

sites to see the Chequered Skipper butterfly, a beautifully marked species that is restricted in the UK 

to the north-west of Scotland. Fortunately the blue skies from earlier remained meaning the 

butterflies were active in their favoured woodland ride above the car park, and in half an hour we 

managed to find at least five of these little gems as they whizzed about between the bracken. This 

was my 52nd species of butterfly in Britain out of a total of 58 resident species (+1 in Ireland). In 

addition to the skippers we were treated to great views of a dozen Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, 

whilst overhead small flocks of Siskin and Lesser Redpoll buzzed about in the treetops.  
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It was now time to turn our attention back to birds as we boarded the Corran-Ardgour car ferry for a 

quick 5-minute crossing of a rather choppy Loch Linnie. Once on the north shore of the loch we 

began our drive westwards, but we had barely made it a mile when Sophie spotted the unmistakable 

bulk of a female White-tailed Eagle flying low over the water just offshore! A quick rally-style pull-in 

at the next layby meant we were all soon enjoying our first views of this quintessential west coast 

species, the female being joined by a male as both circled over the loch. The well-used description of 

‘flying barn door’ is certainly accurate when describing this species. A lifer for Sophie and a first 

sighting for several years for myself and Ash, it was great to knock off the second main trip target 

after just a few hours!  

It was now early afternoon as the road transitioned from double to single-track, winding its way 

along the edge of Loch Sunart to the village of Strontian, a name synonymous with a certain Nearctic 

vagrant that has been in residence at the locality for the past 12 years.  

 

The drake American Black Duck first appeared on the loch around the mouth of the Strontian River 

in June 2007 and clearly took a liking to the Ardnamurchan lifestyle, as well as the local female 

Mallards, as it has remained in the area ever since. A trip up to Strontian to see this individual has 

become a veritable pilgrimage for British birders over the past decade, and now it was our turn to 

try our luck. Regular reports in the weeks prior to our visit placed the bird on the stretch of river 

around the second stone bridge in the village, so this is where we focused our search.  
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Fortunately we didn’t have to look for long before a pair of ducks materialised on the river 

downstream of the second bridge, one a drake Mallard and the other our target, the drake 

American Black Duck. A lifer for us all, we sat down on the riverbank and were afforded great views 

as the pair swam upriver right past us. Target number 3 in the bag.  

 

Our final stop on the way to our overnight lodgings was the Garbh Eilean Wildlife Hide, situated right 

on the banks of Loch Sunart. Here a couple of Common Seals bobbed around out on the water, 

Common Sandpipers noisily chased each other along the shore, and overhead our third White-tailed 

Eagle of the day cruised up the loch. 

Our accommodation for the next two nights was the fantastic Ardnamurchan Bunkhouse in 

Glenborrodale. I had selected this particular residence partly because it was very reasonably priced, 

partly because it was set in a beautiful location in some ancient woodland just off the main road, but 

mostly because it had a resident Pine Marten that regularly visited the bird table outside the lounge 

window at dusk! Of course, this being Scotland in June, darkness didn’t really arrive till gone 11, by 

which point the Marten had yet to materialise and I had left the others to their vigil and retreated to 

bed as the day’s driving toils began to catch up with me. 

 

Day 2 – Thursday 13th June 

After a long lie-in I awoke to be informed that the Pine Marten had not put in an appearance the 

previous evening, which was particularly frustrating for the others as I was the only one of the three 

of us who had seen the species previously. Still, we knew we had a second bite of the cherry that 

evening. 

Our plan for the day was to explore the rugged landscape of the Ardnamurchan peninsular. The 

single-track road was almost devoid of other cars, which proved fortuitous as we seemed to screech 

to a halt every couple of kilometres to look at a bird or other piece of wildlife that crossed our path! 

Sightings on our drive between Glenborrodale and Ardnamurchan Point at the far west end of the 

peninsular included a Black-throated Diver on a small roadside lochan, a pair of male Cuckoos 

haring across the moors in pursuit of a female, and multiple Whinchat and Stonechat sat up on the 

heather and roadside fenceposts.  
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By late morning we had run out of British Isles as we pulled into the car park at Ardnamurchan 

Lighthouse, the most westerly point on the British mainland. Viewing from the lighthouse provided a 

fantastic panoramic view out across the sea towards the islands of Mull to the south, Coll and Tiree 

to the west, and Rùm and Skye to the north. It also quickly became apparent that the waters just off 

the point were absolutely teaming with seabirds, so we set up our scopes in the lee of the lighthouse 

out of the strong northerly wind for a spot of seawatching. The main feature of the watch was a 

swirling mass of Manx Shearwaters feeding in several great rafts amongst the waves, presumably 

from the nearby colonies on Rùm; a conservative count of 1500 individuals could have been a gross 

underestimation. Gannets, Kittiwakes and Fulmars added variety as did a strong passage of 

Guillemots and Razorbills, amongst which came at least 5 Puffins and a Black Guillemot. Best of all 

though was a Storm Petrel that I picked up as it powered its way north into the wind at a rate of 

knots, a far-cry from the slow, toiled flight-style of Leach’s Petrels off the Fylde coast during autumn 

gales! The height offered by our position up on the cliff meant that keeping track of the petrel as it 

swooped through the waves was relatively easy, allowing all three of us to get good views as it 

rounded the point. An unexpected bonus, and a third lifer of the trip for Sophie.  

We spent much of the rest of the afternoon exploring the north side of the peninsular around the 

beautiful Sanna Bay; with its white sand beach and sapphire blue water we could have been forgiven 

for thinking we were in the Seychelles 

rather than Scotland, apart from the 

cold wind and lack of sun of course. 

Bird-life was a little thin on the ground 

here although I was treated to close 

views of our only Twite of the trip, a 

fine male feeding on sea thrift in his 

breeding plumage showing off the 

pink-coloured rump, again rather 

different from how I am used to seeing 

the species in a Fylde context.  

The drive back eastwards along the peninsular towards our accommodation produced our 5th and 6th 

sightings of White-tailed Eagle of the trip, over Kilchoan and Ardslingish respectively, as well as a 

Sparrowhawk over the latter, our first of the trip making for an unusual species ratio for bird of prey 

sightings! An evening walk through the oak woodland at RSPB Glenborrodale saw us add a few more 

species to our trip list, the highlight being a singing male Wood Warbler that gave nice views as it 

fed amongst the trees at almost eye level.  
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Back at the bunkhouse as dusk approached, we settled in for round two of Pine Marten watch. 

Whilst we waited the other visitors to the well-stocked bird table and feeders kept us suitably 

entertained, including a female Great Spotted Woodpecker, multiple Siskin and Coal Tits and a 

Wood Mouse sneaking in to grab a peanut. Fortunately unlike the previous night our target decided 

to take pity on us, bounding into view from the adjacent woodland just before 10.  

 

For the next few minutes this male Pine Marten gave magical views as it gorged itself on peanuts 

just a few metres from where we were sat. A fantastic end to our short spell on the peninsular. 

The following morning saw the second half of our trip begin as we headed eastwards to the 

Cairngorms, which you can read all about in Part 2 in the next newsletter. 

 

Jonny Scragg 
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Finders Account – A Rosy Ramble 
 

Saturday 30th May saw myself and Paul Ellis having our usual phone call seeing if either of us could 

come up with an idea or two for some birding on the Sunday. 

Previous days in the UK had seen a few scarce birds around; flyover Honey Buzzard’s, the odd 

Greenish Warbler, a few Red-footed Falcon’s and a handful of what appeared to be the beginning of 

an influx of Rose-coloured Starling’s. A plan was hatched to meet at Paul’s house and walk east along 

the seawall past Cocker’s Dyke, Ridge Farm and Fluke Hall, convincing ourselves we had the chance 

of picking something up, anything would do, it was just a relief that the early signs of lockdown 

easing were beginning and we could do our Sunday birding as long as we kept 2 metres apart! 

Coincidentally Ian Walker text me on the Saturday evening to say he was going to have a go at 

seawatching off Rossall Point and we might bump in to each other. I replied I had already arranged 

to meet up with Paul in the vain hope of finding something decent and rattled off the same list of 

probably mythical finds. Ian replied saying ‘Rose-coloured Starling got to be a possibility given the 

numbers in France’ (apparently a single flock of over 90 had been seen that day) and wished us luck. 

We had a leisurely eight am start Sunday, walking along the seawall we could see a small group of 

gulls of Cocker’s Dyke and Paul commented that there had been virtually none around for weeks. 

Closer inspection revealed a bird we suspected could be a Yellow-legged Gull but as always the case 

locally with this species, many of them turn out to be hybrids, this bird looked pretty good though, it 

was a 2nd summer (3rd calendar year) bird. We managed a few phonescoped pictures and sent them 

to local gull guru Chris Batty for his opinion, to which he replied he was happy it was a Yellow-leg. A 

nice, unexpected find for late May. 

As we passed New Ridge Farm a Barn Owl was out hunting and continuing to Fluke Hall several 

summer migrants were in song, Whitethroats, Willow Warbler, several Blackcaps and Chiffchaffs, 

sadly no Greenish Warbler but we live in hope. 

Returning back along the seawall we stopped briefly scanning out over the beach when I noticed 

three corvids flying towards us with something smaller flying quickly below them, I was amazed 

when I put my bins on it that it was clearly a two tone black and pink Starling, ‘Rose-Coloured 

Starling’, I shouted just at the same time Paul was about to shout the same. Unbelievably we had 

jammed in on one of our target birds, a great feeling though unfortunately it was clearly on the 

move and quickly continued east until we lost it behind the trees at Fluke Hall never to be seen 

again. After a few seconds celebrating we put the news out and realised we were only about fifty 

yards from where we had found the Eastern Black-eared Wheatear last autumn. 

We continued our walk back through New Ridge Farm happy with our late spring morning walk and 

celebrated with tea and biscuits in Paul’s garden. 

If anyone would like myself Paul or Ian to choose your lottery numbers, please let us know! 

This was the only the fifth Fylde record after singles in St Annes July 2001 & June 2008,  Inskip June 

2008 and over Marton Mere in June 2019. 

Paul Slade 
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Newton Marsh Past and Present – May 
 

In order to offer some form of consistency I only intend to use two documents for historical data: 

• Jones M (1984) Death of a Sewage Farm  

• Fylde Bird Club Annual Report 1995 

Of course, by only using two documents, numerous other records will not be included however given 

the time constraints it simply wouldn’t be feasible to research every year. 

 

Last month we looked at the changing status of birds in the area however in May it is pleasing to see 

a number of similarities. 

Whilst most people now associate Newton Marsh simply with the Entrance Pool it is important to 

remember that the wealth of historical sightings were actually seen at the Freckleton Sewage Farm, 

where the United Utilities complex is now positioned. Throughout the 1950’s and 60’s settled 

sewage sludge was pumped in this area creating a unique habitat that attracted and held waders. 

Despite the Water Treatment Plant redevelopment, this area was still important in 1995 where 

Malcolm Evans was count co-ordinator for the Whimbrel roost survey off Clifton Marsh adjacent to 

the River Ribble.  

After a long period of cold northerlies in April, the beginning of May 1995 offered southerly winds 

and good counts of Whimbrel were achieved as detailed below – 

May 2 – 534 
May 3 – 662 
May 4 – 735 
 
Sadly because of the restrictions this year we have been unable to carry out the Whimbrel roost 
survey, but it is hoped we can resume next year and continue this valuable survey. 
 
Another similarity worth highlighting is the Purple Heron. Fifty years ago on May 8th 1970 Peter 

Carah saw the first Fylde Purple Heron on Freckleton Pool – I am sure many people reading this saw 

the second Purple Heron in 2019 and 2020.  

In the Spring of 1973 a Spoonbill was evident on Newton Marsh between 20 – 27th May and in 1995 

a single bird was present from 14th – 20th May and indeed this year in May, a visiting birder 

photographed a Spoonbill flying over Newton Marsh towards Hesketh Out Marsh. Hopefully this bird 

will return to the North of the Ribble soon.  

The sites first Little Egret was recorded in 1973 on the 26th May where it stayed into June. 

This was a fantastic sighting when you consider in the period between 1958 – 1988 the average 

number of Little Egrets in Britain was fewer than 15 records, with a typical pattern of spring 

vagrancy. (British Birds 91:273 – 280, July 1998) 
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Little Egret – This spring at Newton Marsh by Martin Jump 2020 

The year after in 1974 provided another superb record of a Collared Pratincole. It was found at dusk 

on 24th May and stayed until 29th May.    

Back on the river – 13th May 1977 saw two Roseate Terns grace the Ribble and another in 1978 on 

4th May provided the hat-trick. It would be fantastic if Roseate Tern became a regular visitor to the 

Ribble Tern colony at Preston Dock. 

Further to last month’s article the colour ringed Avocet has had a turbulent month. It successfully 

managed to hatch 4 young and one young bird managed to reach a good size only for it to be 

predated on the night of 25th May.  

 

Avocet – May, Newton Marsh Martin Jump 2020 
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Secondly, there is some confusion regarding the colour rings. The ringers believe the ring on the left 

leg over the dark blue ring is white and not yellow thus making the bird from Teeside.  

The jury is out but hopefully the bird will return next spring.  

At the time of writing the bird is currently over on Hesketh Out Marsh. 

Interesting sightings this month include a Red Kite on 11th May flying east, a Garden Warbler singing 

near the Entrance Pool, a Little Stint on the Ribble at Pool Lane on 19th and a Spoonbill flying south.  

May saw a movement of Wheatears passing through Newton Marsh which were possibly the 

Greenland race and Little Ringed Plovers were present throughout with up to three seen on the 

Entrance Pool joined by two Ruff early on in the month. 

 

Ian Walker 
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Florida ‘A Winter Wonderland’ with Dennis Atherton 
 

The temporary cessation of bird club meetings has sadly meant that we as members are missing out 

on a number of fascinating talks delivered by our ever-knowledgeable speakers. The May meeting 

was meant to feature Dennis Atherton presenting a talk entitled Florida ‘A Winter Wonderland’, 

however following the cancellation of the meeting Dennis has kindly provided a little teaser on what 

we can expect to hear about in the future at such a time as he returns to present for the club. 

 

We are going to talk about some of amazing birds to see in Florida,  covering a 2000-mile journey all 

around the state. Check out The Florida smile of 

the Alligators, the amazing Black Skimmers, the 

national bird the Bald eagle. Visiting Merrit 

Island is great for wintering Ospreys and 

Roseate spoonbills, then down to the 

everglades to 

see the 

spectacle of 10 

Swallow-tailed 

Kites together.  

Next to Fort 

Myers looking for Snail Kites, and Devils Garden looking for Scissor-

tailed Flycatchers and all the Kingbirds, finishing off in the panhandle 

looking for Florida’s rarest woodpecker, the Red Cockaded 

Woodpecker. 

Expect a load of other great stories along the way and the usual jokes 

that come with all my visits, I’m looking forward to seeing you all 

soon, please stay safe. 

Dennis Atherton 
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Fylde Bird Report 2018 – An Update 
 

In a normal year we would have expected to have published and distributed the 2018 report by now.  

Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic has caused a delay in publication, largely due to our current 

printing provider being out of action since March. As there is currently no guarantee when the 

printing service will be back in operation, together with the prospect that our print job may be a low 

priority even when that happens, the committee decided to look for an alternative printer.  

We are pleased to report that a new printer has been commissioned to produce the report with a 

quick turnaround anticipated. The report went to the printers on the 3rd of July. 

We would like to apologise for the delay but are now hopeful that the report will be published and 

distributed in the near future. We are sure it will be worth the wait! 

Malcom Evans 

 

Notices 
 

• Flickr Password Change – The login details for the FBC Flickr account have been updated. 

The new password is Lapwing1! whilst the username remains news@fyldebirdclub.org. We 

welcome and encourage submissions of all standards, as long as they depict the birdlife of 

the Fylde then there are no other restrictions! 

 

• Missing Newsletters – A massive thanks to Barry Dyson for providing 9 of the missing 

newsletters from our archive, which have now been scanned and added to the website. The 

archive now holds an impressive 140 editions, but we are still missing roughly 30 editions 

from years gone by to complete the set. If anybody has copies of any of the following 

newsletters then please get in contact via email! 

- No.28, 33, 35, 37, 41, 45, 47-50, 54, 56, 57, 59-64, 67, 70-71, 73 till c75 at end of 1995, 

May 1996, August 1996, February 1997 and June 2001. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/49200943668/

