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July 2019 Nwsletter

Welcome to the July 2019 edition of the Fylde Bird Club Newsletter, theiitptit from
my new roleasNewsletter Editor.

| must of coursetart by saying a massive thank you to @aing Editor Peter Rhingho has
stepped dowrafter almost 8 yearsintheroleKTS y Sgaf SGGSNI g2dz Ry Qi
without the hard work and time he put into compiling every editi@mdl shall strive to

continue hishigh standards, whilst adding my own twist to the publicattdrcourse

| hope that you find tk contentsof this edition to be a fitting openingct; | welcome any
feedbackor thoughts, either positive or constructive.

And as always, | welconvath open arms any contribution® the newsletterfrom the
membershp, whether that be an articlen a favoured topic or speciga trip repot from a
foreign excursiona favourite photoor even a simple accoumtf a particularly enjoyable day
out around the FyldeThis is your newsletter, | am merely the latest caretakevhat is

now its 36" year of publication!

Jonny Scragg
news@fyldebirdclub.org
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RecentSightings; April to June 2019

Wildfowl, Divers, Grebes and Gamebirds

The lack of scarce geese over the main winter period continued into the spring, with no reports of
any irregular species amongst the pifdoted flocks that had almost completely depadnorth by

the end of April; thus it was left to a singkarnacle Goos¢hat headed SW past Knott End on the
14" May to fly the flag for the group, although the date and direction of flight may indicate a more
feral origin. Similarly, the main concentians of winter swans had all left by m#bpril, and unlike

the past couple of years it seems no Whooper Swans aressramering in the north of the Fylde
this year.

Perhaps on a similar plasticity level to the goose were the two dvékedarinsthat paida visit to
Marton Mere on the 18 May, the only records of the species during the period. A much more
welcome visitor to the Mere was the first drak&arganeyof the year that took up residence on the
scrape from P-20" April. Other sightings includealpair at regular location for this species of
Newton Marsh from 20-26™ April, and a male at the more unusual location of Wesham Marsh on
14"-16" May.

Garganey, Newton Marsh (Dinesh Patel)

The perseverance of the Starr Gate seawatchers mustered a trio of marine wildfow! sightings during
the period, recording 1 sighting each®¢aup- a pair south on 26 April, Velvet Scoterg a male

south on 21 June, and.ongtailed Duckg 2 females not on 4" May. The same seawatchers also
produced the only scarce diver sighting of the period, a single sumploeragedBlackthroated

Diverthat flew south on the 27 April, whilst once again there were no reports of any scarce Grebes.

The first singinquail of the year was a onday bird located near the former Easterleigh Animal
Sanctuary on Lytham Moss onlBlay, which was followed by 2 birds at Freckleton Naze on the
10" June. The cryptic nature of this species lends itself to being largely-vecEnded within the
Fylde, a fact that was highlighted on the™2une when as many as 6 singing individuals were found
in the Eagland Hill/Bone Hill area. How many more are out there?
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/40769941873/
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Seabirds, Herons & allies

¢CKS &dlFyR2dzi 0ANR 2F GKS LISNA2R>X GKS &SIFN FYyR
the Blackbrowed Albatrossthat cruised north past Starr Gate on the morning of th& May, but |

will leave it to Len Blacow to provide the details ddttsighting in his finders account below. The

same site sawlanx Shearwatepassage peak on the 2@1ay when 621 flew south in 3.5 hours,

with the only other seabird sightings of note bei@gagghere on the ® April (1 2cy), 10 May (2

2cy) and 2t June (1 ad).

The two southFyldeCattle Egreteventually joined up with each other and along with a third

individual continued to roam the area till thé'4une, most regularly being found with the cattle

herds along Lower Lane, Frecklet@reat White gretson the other hand departed much earlier in

the spring, with the only sightings during the period concerning a single past Pilling Lane, Preesall on
the 7" April and the lingering Carr House Green Common individual till tffeApail.

¢ KS @& Stspamnaillwasiphitographed flying over Fairhaven Lake on tHeAgril by a visiting
birder, and a couple of days later saw the last sighting oBittern at Marton Mere.

Raptors & Owls

Migrant Ospreyobservations during the period were limited to April, with 12 sightings throughout
the month typically spread right across the recording area. One of the wintering riRigtaiHarriers
on the Ribble just sneaked into this roundup, being seen on th&pdil only, whilst a singldarsh
Harrier persisted there until 18 June. Migrant individuals of the latter species also turned up at
Marton Mere on the 18 and 16" April, and along the Wyre at Arm Hill on the"lBine.

Two raptor species with almosamdom occurrence patterns in the Fylde are Red Kite and Hobby,
and both contributed several records during the spring. Between 3 dRelbKitesvere recorded:

1 Shard Bridge4™April

1 Conder Greerb" April

1 / 201 SNR2ZAGIR | S
9 Lytham Hall, 22 June

1 Meagles Lane, 28June

WhilstHobbywere recorded 3 times in the east of the Fylde during June:

1 Salwick, 9 June
1 Treales, 18 June
1 Myerscough Quarry, 28June

The highly mobile nature of both species means a lingering twitchable individual of eithét e
greatly appreciated this summer, particularly of the latter.

As is to be expecteBhorteared Owlsightings dropped off as spring progressed, with individuals at
Lytham Moss on the 9April and Myerscough Quarry on the1Blay being the only records.
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Waders

Avocetscontinue their rapid expansion in the area, with breeding attempts taking place at three
sites within the Fylde this year. Records away from the expected areas concerned one on the scrape
at Marton Mere on thel3" April and a bird that flew south past Starr Gate on theJRne.

During the spring a closeaff section of the sea defences near Church Scar in Fairhaven provided an
ideal disturbanceree wader roosting spot, and thousands of birds took advantage the high

tide periods. At least Zurlew Sandpipersvere picked out amongst the Dunlin, Sanderling and
Ringed Plover flocks there, a winter plumaged bird on thédy and a breeding plumaged bird a
week later on the 1, as was &.ittle Stinton the 10". Other Curlew Sandpipers were recorded Over
Wyre at Cockersand on the ®151ay and Bank End on the 27

Probably the wader highlight of the spring were the two sublim8 Y Y A y O | thaédroppediy G a

to Newton Marsh on the 1819" May where tley showed superbly well at times. Other passage

waders were thin on the ground howevepotted Redshanke/ere restricted to single birds at
.FNYylFroeQa {FIyRa YR /2yYRSNI DNBSY ¢KAf A&(G dzydzadz f €
during the period.

Gulls, Terns, Skuas & Auks

Gull interest was very limited during the periddttle Gullswere recorded passing over the seaon 5
dates whilst the first returning/lediterranean Gullsput in appearances from midune onwards.
Numbers of the latter should begin to build up as we enter the second half of the summer.

{LINARY3 ¢SNYy LI aalki3daS RARYyQG NBI f fAkticKeindounisk S KA I K&
being 275 past Blackpoblorth Shore on 10May and 247 past Starr Gate on thé"l BingleLittle

Ternswere recorded over the sea on 5 dates, Black Termut in a stronger showing with multiple

records in mieMay including 13 north past Starr Gate, 3 at Marton Mere and therRiver Ribble

near Preston Docks all on theL(Bkua passage was equally intermittent wlbmarine Skuas

rffecorded on just two dates during the spring.

For the second time in just three years there was a small but notable passBg#fiasalong he

Fylde coast from midlay with as many as 10 individuals recorded during the month and a further 3
at the end of June. Will this become a more regular feature of Fylde spring seawatches? Starr Gate
produced both theBlack Guillemotecords during the péod ¢ singles south on the™April and on

the 16M-17" May.

Other nonPasserines

The Todderstaffe HaHooded Crowstuck around until the 1@ April (although it was reported again
by a farm worker on the'SMay) and other inland records came from Peel on theMay and
Mowbreck on the 2% June. Typical sprirgassage records from the coast this year comprised a
aAy3tS LI ad /072Apr, §iNGTat StareQate orhé™May and 2 past Rossall Point
on the 16" May.
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You can usually writeffaWaxwingg A Yy G SNJ 4 | ofly]l] 6KSy (GKSNBEQa
March, but a flock of 8 that popped up in Wesham on tFiett April bucked that assumption.
Another hangeonner from the winter was the exception@ater Pipitflock at Warton and
Freckleton Mirshes which was still peaking at 32 individuals on theAril, although none were
seen after the 18.

Passerines

An intriguing record of a femal®earded Titat Marton Mere on the 18 May unfortunately proved

to be a oneoff sighting rather than a lingeringrd. With breeding taking place in the northest at

both WWT Martin Mere and RSPB Burton Mere this summer can we dare to hope that the Mere will
too attract this species in the ndbo-distant future?

Behind the Blackrowed Albatross the title of rarespecies during the reporting period goes to the
singing maléberian Chiffchaffat Pilling Lane Ends. Found by visiting birder Bill Martin on tfe 18

May (although rumors it may have been present for at least a week prior) this represents just the
secondFylde following a singing bird at Devonshire Road Rock Gardens in May 2011. The bird both
sounded and looked the part for a genuine Iberian and was still present till at least thiriaé.

Iberian Chiffchaff, Pilling Lane Ends (Paul Ellis)

The2011 individual was just the 8@ritish record for this species however it has since undergone a
rapid transformation in fortunes, the number of British records having doubled in the ensuing 8
years, including successful breeding in Glamorgan in 2016n#y be a species to keep an eye, and

ear, out for more and more in the future.

Other Phylloscopus interest during the period came in the form on 3 singoay Warblers 2 at
Stanley Park and 1 at Hackensall Hall, although all proved to bdaynkiids.

Spring migration produced a smattering of the usual scarcer migrants with respectable showings
from Cuckoo, Redstart, Spotted Flycatcher and Whinchat. Ring Ouzel on the other hand had a
terrible spring with just 1 record, and there were no recordsahe semannual species such as

M


https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/47095566524/

Pied Flycatcher. The scarcest passerines recorded were a fBhaaleRedstartlong the seawall at
Preesall on 115" April, a cracking malBlue-headed Wagtaibt Bank End on the ¥3Vay and 3
Crossbills over Fregtbn Naze Point on the MApril.

Blueheaded Wagtail, Bank End (Paul Slade)

Non-bird Sightings

Presumably the same small pod of up tB&tle-nosed Dolphinsvere sighted off Starr Gate on 2
dates in May and 1 in June.

Redveined Darterdragonflieswere recorded at three locations in the last few days of June as part
of a large influx of southern Odonata species into the UK.

Keep up to date with all the latest sightings on awbsite
Jonny Scragg



http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/32902718227/

Fylde Photographic Competition Results 2019

The highly anticipated annual Fylde Bird Club Photographic Competition took place at our April
meeting, and once again the standard of entries was exceptionally high. The full set of placed entries
shall be going live on theebsitesoon but for now here are the winners of each category!

Fylde Winner

Little Owlc Paul Slade


http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/annual-photographic-competition.html

British Winner

Peregring; Frank Roe

World Winner

Rufous Owt David Blair




Underexposed Winner

Barn Owk Frank Roe

Check out the Annual Photographic Competition page omalrsitefor all the previous winners
from 20032018, aswellasanupdi SR @SNEA2Y 2F (KS NHzZ S& F2N ySEI



http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/annual-photographic-competition.html
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BlackBrowed Albatross off Starr GateA New kylde Bird

On Saturday 11th May when | arrived at Starr Gate at 0600 Stewart Conroy was already at the
shelter, the morning had a strangeeido it with an almost flat sea, bright sunny weather and a wall
of mist/fog offshore.

We were immediately aware of a raft of some 500 Manx Shearwater sitting on the sea, occasionally
disappearing in the mist. It was soon apparent that there were largarbers of auks inshore than
usual.

At 0644 | saw a bird flying towards me that | immediately recognised as atBtag&d Albatross! |

alerted Stewart and told him to note as many features of the bird as possible without telling him

what to look for. The iod continued flying towards us before turning north and past us about 500
metres offshore before heading back out to sea. The bird was in view for probably less than a minute
but given the excellent conditions we were able to clearly see all the saiatures required to

confirm identification.

Immediately the bird had gone | put the news out hoping it would be seen further north, we then

O2YLI NBR y203S8Sa 2F 2dzNJ 20aSNBI GA2yad 2SS 020K y210¢
underwings with a black border, broader on the forewing. Tdievtas dark and rounded, not

pointed as in a gannet. The underparts, head and neck were all white except the dark line above and
behind the eye (the eyebrow). The bill was rather stout and yellow becoming orange at the tip, the

stiff winged flight recalld fulmar rather than gannet.

Identification was rather straightforward as | have seen black browed and other species of albatross
several times during pelagic trips off the coast of New Zealand and elsewhere. The rest of the watch
was completed with a feilg of disbelief and shock. We also recorded almost 600 Manx

shearwaters, 500 auks, 120 sandwich terns, 74 gannets and a yellow wagtail moving north above the
shelter.

Several people contacted me with congratulatory messages adding it was a just rewtel riwainy
hours spent seawatching at Starr Gate, they were much appreciated. As most of you are aware the
watching continues, and the sense of disbelief continues and occasionally the bird passes through
Y& YAYRQa SeSo

Len Blacow

Pyadz2NLINAaAy3Ife [SyQa aAIKOGAY3A gAff O2yaiduAaiddziS Gk
grayQi | O02YLX SGSt & 2 deveraprévioluskish Sea fedalls idgcdndaNSE y OS¢
South Stack, Anglesey in 2005, Machrihanish, Arggli08 and Bardsey Island, Gwynedd in 2016.
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Fylde Birdraceg A Snapshot of Changing Fortunes

Regular readers of the FBC newsletter may recall an article in the June 2017 edition entitled
WwS@AGAY3A GKS | NI 27F O k&leBirirdtBteinpDubid@daken ByAan@gélf, & dzY Y I N
Ash Baines and Sophie Bagshaw earlier that spring. This has now become a yearly tradition for the

three of us, with our species totals to date being:

2013¢ 117 species (JSc & AB only)
2017¢ 110 species
2018¢ 104 species
2019¢ 116 species

¢tKAa &SFNRA&A mmc ALISOASE gt a GKS KAIKSaAd ¢S KI @S
include any real scarcities we still managed to unearth such highlighteats $ua at Rossall,

Yellow Wagtail over Cockersand, the Dipper pair at Brock, Green Sandpiper at Myerscough Quarry
and the Tawny Owl family in Salisbury Woodland.

Tawny Owl family, Salisbury Woodlagbphie Bagshaw

Our attempts represent the most recent of the 31 Fylde birdraces that have been completed since

Paul Ellis, Maurice Jones and Bob Stinger recorded 105 species during the inauglalibi$y991.

Since every birdice bar one has taken place betweeri'Zpril and 14 May, the results provide a

snapa K24 2F GKS O2YLRaAdA2y 2F GUKS CeéftRSQa I @Aly
to provide an indication of how the occurrence levels of some speeies thanged in the past 25+

years.
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http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/birdrace.html
https://twitter.com/bagshawsophie/status/1122755948748115968

The Gains

The past three decades have seen a number of species coloniseaorese the Fylde:

2019
2018
2017
2013
2010
2009
2009
2008
2008
2008
2007
2007
2006
2006
2005
2005
2004
2004
2004
2003
2003
2002
2002
2000
1999
1998
1997
1997
1996
1995
1991

Little Egret

Buzzard

Avocet

Ring-necked Parakeet
Raven

Cetti's Warbler

It is hard for a younger birder like mystfimagine Buzzards and Little Egrets being absent from the

Fylde birding landscape, but each was only recorded once on a Birdrace prior to 2004. Avocet and

/ SGiGAQa 21 NDf SN KF@PS dzy RSNH2yS S@Sy Y2NB NBOSyi
national northerly range expansion. Which species will be next?

The Losses

Of course there are plenty of species that have undergone marked detlities same time period:

2019
2018
2017
2013
2010
2009
2009
2008
2008
2008
2007
2007
2006
2006
2005
2005
2004
2004
2004
2003
2003
2002
2002
2000
1999
1998
1997
1997
1996
1995
1991

Ruddy Duck
Grey Partridge
Cuckoo

Garden Warbler
Yellow Wagtail
Corn Bunting

In line with national trends many of those declining species are those reliant on farmland, although
it is interesting to note that Yellowhammer and Tree Sparrow have not (yet?) suffered the same
declines. Of course the decline in Ruddy Duck sightingadk simpler to explain!

Seabirds

Whilst the above examples show some of changing fortunes of species within the Fylde, the Birdrace
results can also provide a hint at the changing tactics of the races themselves over time. A particular
noticeable trait § the increase in the number of seabird species recorded:

DO M|IO|D|D|RV|R|OINNINOQ|OILVIVIT|ITI|IIT|INININ|IN|OD|D|R|~|~N|O|IWO]|
A A | A | A | d|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|0O|0O|0O|0|0|0|0|0|O0|O|O|IO|ID|D|D|[D|D]|D|D
(el leol ol fol ol fol fol fol fol fol Jol fol ol o} ol o} fo} fo} fol fol fo} fo) Nol Noh o) fo ) Ho ) N} N} o)} Ne)
N|JN|N|N|N|N|N|N|NNNNN|NN|NIN|N|NN|N|N|N|N|A| A A A ||

Fulmar

Manx Shearwater

Kittiwake

Arctic Skua

Great Skua

Guillemot

Razorbill

There is now a webtstablished pattern of Birdrace attempts starting off the day at Rossall Point to
tap into spring seabird passage (in addition to the overheadhigsthat occurs). Does thixglain
the increase in seabird species totals, or are there other factors involved?
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Other Noteworthy Distributions

Finally, the Birdrace results can throw up some interesting observation distributions that take a little
more thinking about.

Some may be drto changing climate:

2019
2018
2017
2013
2010
2009
2009
2008
2008
2008
2007
2007
2006
2006
2005
2005
2004
2004
2004
2003
2003
2002
2002
2000
1999
1998
1997
1997
1996
1995
1991

Whooper Swan
Grey Plover
Goldeneye

The above results suggest that some Whooper Swans seem to be staying later into in the spring
before migrating northwards, certainly we have recorded individuals in each of the last three years
that went on to oversummer in the fide. On the other hand Goldeneye appear to be leaving
earlier, although this could be due to an overall decrease in the numbers wintering on the Fylde.

Whilst some may be due to other factors:

2019
2018
2017
2013
2010
2009
2009
2008
2008
2008
2007
2007
2006
2006
2005
2005
2004
2004
2004
2003
2003
2002
2002
2000
1999
1998
1997
1997
1996
1995
1991

Stonechat
Spotted Redshank

After a flurry of Birdrace records in the midn n n Q & at§ in2eyhé&eOrioticeably absent in recent
attempts, as this disappearance coincided with two cold winters that effectively wiped out the
species as a Fylde breeder.

And whilst Spotted Redshank shows a very similar distribution of records to StonecHatk!oé
records from in the past couple of years may well be due to the previously regular wintering Conder
Estuary individual(s) not sticking around, particularly late into the spring.

Of course, the above is simply my own personal attempt at exptathia intricacies and often
random nature of Fylde Birdrace results, and it may well be that most changes are simply down to
O2AYOARSYOSX o0dzi AU Adhelesgli SNBaldAy3a G2 aLSOdzZ FdS

Jonny Scragg
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Inca Tern on Blackpool Promenade

Not aheadline | thought | would be writing anytimecsd

At the April Fylde Bird Club meeting Maurice Jones brought along hard copies ofralyme
remarkable photos, depicting an Inca Tern that was photographed by his friend and local fisherman
Graham Smith ahg Blackpool South Promenade in Februrthis year.

Inca Tern, Blackpool South Promenade (Graham Smith)

The only member of the genlisrosternalnca Terns are restricted to the west coast of South
America, breeding in Peru and ChAg amazing bird to see anywhere in the world, but not one you
would ever expect to see on a wet February day on the Fylde coast!

Any question ofjenuinevagrancy, however unlikglis immediately ruled out by the fact that the

bird is obviously ringed witcaptivetype rings.nca Terns are kept at several establishments around
the UK including amallpopulation at Blackpool Zoo, an obviamurce for this birgperhaps

however | believall their birds are still accounted for. On the otheaind,the Livhg Coasts Project

in Torquay,Devon has a group d¢rica Terns in its opeair enclosure and there have besome
reported escapees. Is this tleeigin of the Blackpool bird?

wS3II NRfS&da 2F (GKS LINRPGSYyIl yOS f Siitikesdthdd (KA A& 0 AN
appearance somewhere in the UK?
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FyldeOwl Pellets

In 2007, whilst walking to Cottam Primary Scho&und my first skull. | noticed it in the bugkst

outside the school gates. | managed to reach the specimen and hide itpockgt butl! O 2 dzf Ry Qi
f221 40 AG F2NIf2y3 +ta L 1ySé¢ Yeé 3INIYRIR g2d#Z Ry
it went with me, for a day of art, maths, music, science and history.

My best friend and | were very much into animals at theetirso we shared studying the clean

cranium. We made up scenarios of what Heppened andook it in turns to protect it from

damage throughout the day. The end of the d@pncame,and | had @onundrunt® L O2 dz Ry Qi 6
it home because mum would flip, so | hay friendtake it, to look after until | could own it.

5 years later | was able to keep the skull at home without wabgutA & & OOA RSy (if &8¢ SyR
the bin. With more experience aridhowledye,| knew exactly what animal the skull wiasm - a
Mallard,Anas platyrhynchaB LG A&y Qi GKI G SEOAGAY3IZT odzi AG 320

Now, | have a skull collection reaching over 230 bird and about 30 animal specimens; all cleaned,
labelled, bagged and safelioged. | am amazed at the unique structures and inner workings of
them. From the delicateness of a Goldcrest, to thiek-headedGannet, they all have a hidden story
to tell and | remember finding every single one. Because of my passion for skull mgliecton

figured out thata quick way of gaining more skybgd experienceoo, was fromdissecting owl

pellets.

Pellets are a compressed mash up of what the owl has datenannot digest the fur, feathers

and bones. They regurgitate them, usuallyilst sat on a favourite perch, hence why you can find

many pellets in the same spot. If these are not disturbed, a mound of pellets forms, each full of

skulls and bones. Over time the pellets decompose, the fur washes away and all is left are the bones.
| have dissected pellets from Barn Owl (BO), Tawny Owl (TO) and Long Eared O®E({@&Oyill

go through what | havdiscovered whilst dissecting opelletsfound around the Fylde

An example of the contents of some Barn Owl pellepehed(Sople Bagshaw)
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