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Welcome to the July 2019 edition of the Fylde Bird Club Newsletter, the first output from 

my new role as Newsletter Editor.  

I must of course start by saying a massive thank you to out-going Editor Peter Rhind who has 

stepped down after almost 8 years in the role. TƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ 

without the hard work and time he put into compiling every edition, and I shall strive to 

continue his high standards, whilst adding my own twist to the publication of course.  

I hope that you find the contents of this edition to be a fitting opening act; I welcome any 

feedback or thoughts, either positive or constructive.  

And as always, I welcome with open arms any contributions to the newsletter from the 

membership, whether that be an article on a favoured topic or species, a trip report from a 

foreign excursion, a favourite photo or even a simple account of a particularly enjoyable day 

out around the Fylde. This is your newsletter, I am merely the latest caretaker in what is 

now its 36th year of publication! 

Jonny Scragg 

news@fyldebirdclub.org 
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Recent Sightings ς April to June 2019 
 

Wildfowl, Divers, Grebes and Gamebirds 

The lack of scarce geese over the main winter period continued into the spring, with no reports of 

any irregular species amongst the pink-footed flocks that had almost completely departed north by 

the end of April; thus it was left to a single Barnacle Goose that headed SW past Knott End on the 

14th May to fly the flag for the group, although the date and direction of flight may indicate a more 

feral origin. Similarly, the main concentrations of winter swans had all left by mid-April, and unlike 

the past couple of years it seems no Whooper Swans are over-summering in the north of the Fylde 

this year. 

Perhaps on a similar plasticity level to the goose were the two drake Mandarins that paid a visit to 

Marton Mere on the 16th May, the only records of the species during the period. A much more 

welcome visitor to the Mere was the first drake Garganey of the year that took up residence on the 

scrape from 7th-20th April. Other sightings included a pair at regular location for this species of 

Newton Marsh from 20th-26th April, and a male at the more unusual location of Wesham Marsh on 

14th-16th May.  

 

Garganey, Newton Marsh (Dinesh Patel) 

The perseverance of the Starr Gate seawatchers mustered a trio of marine wildfowl sightings during 

the period, recording 1 sighting each of Scaup - a pair south on 26th April, Velvet Scoter ς a male 

south on 21st June, and Long-tailed Duck ς 2 females north on 4th May. The same seawatchers also 

produced the only scarce diver sighting of the period, a single summer-plumaged Black-throated 

Diver that flew south on the 27th April, whilst once again there were no reports of any scarce Grebes.  

The first singing Quail of the year was a one-day bird located near the former Easterleigh Animal 

Sanctuary on Lytham Moss on 10th May, which was followed by 2 birds at Freckleton Naze on the 

10th June. The cryptic nature of this species lends itself to being largely under-recorded within the 

Fylde, a fact that was highlighted on the 29th June when as many as 6 singing individuals were found 

in the Eagland Hill/Bone Hill area. How many more are out there? 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/40769941873/
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Seabirds, Herons & allies 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƻǳǘ ōƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǎŜŀǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

the Black-browed Albatross that cruised north past Starr Gate on the morning of the 11th May, but I 

will leave it to Len Blacow to provide the details of that sighting in his finders account below. The 

same site saw Manx Shearwater passage peak on the 26th May when 621 flew south in 3.5 hours, 

with the only other seabird sightings of note being Shags there on the 1st April (1 2cy), 10th May (2 

2cy) and 20th June (1 ad).  

The two south-Fylde Cattle Egrets eventually joined up with each other and along with a third 

individual continued to roam the area till the 4th June, most regularly being found with the cattle 

herds along Lower Lane, Freckleton. Great White Egrets on the other hand departed much earlier in 

the spring, with the only sightings during the period concerning a single past Pilling Lane, Preesall on 

the 7th April and the lingering Carr House Green Common individual till the 22nd April. 

¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦƛǊst Spoonbill was photographed flying over Fairhaven Lake on the 15th April by a visiting 

birder, and a couple of days later saw the last sighting of the Bittern at Marton Mere.  

 

Raptors & Owls 

Migrant Osprey observations during the period were limited to April, with 12 sightings throughout 

the month typically spread right across the recording area. One of the wintering ringtail Hen Harriers 

on the Ribble just sneaked into this roundup, being seen on the 1st April only, whilst a single Marsh 

Harrier persisted there until 16th June.  Migrant individuals of the latter species also turned up at 

Marton Mere on the 10th and 16th April, and along the Wyre at Arm Hill on the 16th June.  

Two raptor species with almost random occurrence patterns in the Fylde are Red Kite and Hobby, 

and both contributed several records during the spring. Between 3 and 5 Red Kites were recorded: 

¶ Shard Bridge, 4thApril 

¶ Conder Green, 5th April 

¶ /ƻŎƪŜǊΩǎ 5ȅƪŜ, 22nd April 

¶ Lytham Hall, 22nd June 

¶ Meagles Lane, 23rd June 

Whilst Hobby were recorded 3 times in the east of the Fylde during June: 

¶ Salwick, 9th June 

¶ Treales, 15th June 

¶ Myerscough Quarry, 23rd June 

The highly mobile nature of both species means a lingering twitchable individual of either would be 

greatly appreciated this summer, particularly of the latter. 

As is to be expected Short-eared Owl sightings dropped off as spring progressed, with individuals at 

Lytham Moss on the 19th April and Myerscough Quarry on the 10th May being the only records. 
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Waders 

Avocets continue their rapid expansion in the area, with breeding attempts taking place at three 

sites within the Fylde this year. Records away from the expected areas concerned one on the scrape 

at Marton Mere on the 13th April and a bird that flew south past Starr Gate on the 2nd June.  

During the spring a closed-off section of the sea defences near Church Scar in Fairhaven provided an 

ideal disturbance-free wader roosting spot, and thousands of birds took advantage over the high 

tide periods. At least 2 Curlew Sandpipers were picked out amongst the Dunlin, Sanderling and 

Ringed Plover flocks there, a winter plumaged bird on the 4th May and a breeding plumaged bird a 

week later on the 11th, as was a Little Stint on the 10th. Other Curlew Sandpipers were recorded Over 

Wyre at Cockersand on the 15th May and Bank End on the 27th.  

Probably the wader highlight of the spring were the two sublime ¢ŜƳƳƛƴŎƪΩǎ {ǘƛƴǘǎ that dropped in 

to Newton Marsh on the 18th-19th May where they showed superbly well at times. Other passage 

waders were thin on the ground however; Spotted Redshanks were restricted to single birds at 

.ŀǊƴŀōȅΩǎ {ŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŘŜǊ DǊŜŜƴ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ²ƻƻŘ {ŀƴŘǇƛǇŜǊ 

during the period.  

 

Gulls, Terns, Skuas & Auks 

Gull interest was very limited during the period; Little Gulls were recorded passing over the sea on 5 

dates whilst the first returning Mediterranean Gulls put in appearances from mid-June onwards. 

Numbers of the latter should begin to build up as we enter the second half of the summer. 

{ǇǊƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊƴ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜŀƪ Arctic Tern counts 

being 275 past Blackpool North Shore on 10th May and 247 past Starr Gate on the 17th. Single Little 

Terns were recorded over the sea on 5 dates, but Black Tern put in a stronger showing with multiple 

records in mid-May including 13 north past Starr Gate, 3 at Marton Mere and 2 on the River Ribble 

near Preston Docks all on the 10th. Skua passage was equally intermittent with Pomarine Skuas 

rffecorded on just two dates during the spring.  

For the second time in just three years there was a small but notable passage of Puffins along the 

Fylde coast from mid-May with as many as 10 individuals recorded during the month and a further 3 

at the end of June. Will this become a more regular feature of Fylde spring seawatches? Starr Gate 

produced both the Black Guillemot records during the period ς singles south on the 4th April and on 

the 16th-17th May.  

Other non-Passerines 

The Todderstaffe Hall Hooded Crow stuck around until the 14th April (although it was reported again 

by a farm worker on the 5th May) and other inland records came from Peel on the 4th May and 

Mowbreck on the 24th June. Typical spring-passage records from the coast this year comprised a 

ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ǉŀǎǘ /ƻŎƪŜǊΩǎ 5ȅƪŜ ƻƴ м0th April, 1 in-off at Starr Gate on the 4th May and 2 past Rossall Point 

on the 16th May.  
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Passerines 

You can usually write-off a Waxwing ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ōƭŀƴƪ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

March, but a flock of 8 that popped up in Wesham on the 1st-4th April bucked that assumption. 

Another hanger-onner from the winter was the exceptional Water Pipit flock at Warton and 

Freckleton Marshes which was still peaking at 32 individuals on the 14th April, although none were 

seen after the 18th.  

An intriguing record of a female Bearded Tit at Marton Mere on the 16th May unfortunately proved 

to be a one-off sighting rather than a lingering bird. With breeding taking place in the north-west at 

both WWT Martin Mere and RSPB Burton Mere this summer can we dare to hope that the Mere will 

too attract this species in the not-too-distant future? 

Behind the Black-browed Albatross the title of rarest species during the reporting period goes to the 

singing male Iberian Chiffchaff at Pilling Lane Ends. Found by visiting birder Bill Martin on the 18th 

May (although rumors it may have been present for at least a week prior) this represents just the 

second Fylde following a singing bird at Devonshire Road Rock Gardens in May 2011. The bird both 

sounded and looked the part for a genuine Iberian and was still present till at least the 26th June.  

 

Iberian Chiffchaff, Pilling Lane Ends (Paul Ellis) 

The 2011 individual was just the 30th British record for this species however it has since undergone a 

rapid transformation in fortunes, the number of British records having doubled in the ensuing 8 

years, including successful breeding in Glamorgan in 2015. This may be a species to keep an eye, and  

ear, out for more and more in the future.  

Other Phylloscopus interest during the period came in the form on 3 singing Wood Warblers, 2 at 

Stanley Park and 1 at Hackensall Hall, although all proved to be one-day birds.  

Spring migration produced a smattering of the usual scarcer migrants with respectable showings 

from Cuckoo, Redstart, Spotted Flycatcher and Whinchat. Ring Ouzel on the other hand had a 

terrible spring with just 1 record, and there were no records of some semi-annual species such as  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/47095566524/
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Pied Flycatcher. The scarcest passerines recorded were a female Black Redstart along the seawall at 

Preesall on 14th-15th April, a cracking male Blue-headed Wagtail at Bank End on the 13th May and 3 

Crossbills over Freckleton Naze Point on the 11th April.  

 

Blue-headed Wagtail, Bank End (Paul Slade) 

 

Non-bird Sightings 

Presumably the same small pod of up to 5 Bottle-nosed Dolphins were sighted off Starr Gate on 2 

dates in May and 1 in June.  

Red-veined Darter dragonflies were recorded at three locations in the last few days of June as part 

of a large influx of southern Odonata species into the UK.  

 

Keep up to date with all the latest sightings on our website. 

Jonny Scragg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/32902718227/
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Fylde Photographic Competition Results 2019 
 

The highly anticipated annual Fylde Bird Club Photographic Competition took place at our April 

meeting, and once again the standard of entries was exceptionally high. The full set of placed entries 

shall be going live on the website soon but for now here are the winners of each category! 

 

Fylde Winner 

 

 

Little Owl ς Paul Slade 

 

 

 

http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/annual-photographic-competition.html
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British Winner 

 

 

Peregrine ς Frank Roe 

 

World Winner 

 

 

Rufous Owl ς David Blair 
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Under-exposed Winner 

 

 

Barn Owl ς Frank Roe 

 

Check out the Annual Photographic Competition page on our website for all the previous winners 

from 2003-2018, as well as an updŀǘŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/annual-photographic-competition.html
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Black-Browed Albatross off Starr Gate ς A New Fylde Bird 
 

On Saturday 11th May when I arrived at Starr Gate at 0600 Stewart Conroy was already at the 

shelter, the morning had a strange feel to it with an almost flat sea, bright sunny weather and a wall 

of mist/fog offshore. 

We were immediately aware of a raft of some 500 Manx Shearwater sitting on the sea, occasionally 

disappearing in the mist. It was soon apparent that there were larger numbers of auks inshore than 

usual. 

At 0644 I saw a bird flying towards me that I immediately recognised as a Black-browed Albatross! I 

alerted Stewart and told him to note as many features of the bird as possible without telling him 

what to look for. The bird continued flying towards us before turning north and past us about 500 

metres offshore before heading back out to sea. The bird was in view for probably less than a minute 

but given the excellent conditions we were able to clearly see all the salient features required to 

confirm identification. 

Immediately the bird had gone I put the news out hoping it would be seen further north, we then 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ōƻǘƘ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ǎƛȊŜΣ ŀƭƭ ŘŀǊƪ ǳǇǇŜǊǿƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

underwings with a black border, broader on the forewing. The tail was dark and rounded, not 

pointed as in a gannet. The underparts, head and neck were all white except the dark line above and 

behind the eye (the eyebrow). The bill was rather stout and yellow becoming orange at the tip, the 

stiff winged flight recalled fulmar rather than gannet. 

Identification was rather straightforward as I have seen black browed and other species of albatross 

several times during pelagic trips off the coast of New Zealand and elsewhere. The rest of the watch 

was completed with a feeling of disbelief and shock. We also recorded almost 600 Manx 

shearwaters, 500 auks, 120 sandwich terns, 74 gannets and a yellow wagtail moving north above the 

shelter. 

Several people contacted me with congratulatory messages adding it was a just reward for the many 

hours spent seawatching at Starr Gate, they were much appreciated. As most of you are aware the 

watching continues, and the sense of disbelief continues and occasionally the bird passes through 

Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΩǎ ŜȅŜΦ 

Len Blacow 

 

¦ƴǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ [ŜƴΩǎ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ [ŀƴŎŀǎƘƛǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ several previous Irish Sea records including off 

South Stack, Anglesey in 2005, Machrihanish, Argyll in 2008 and Bardsey Island, Gwynedd in 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

11 
 

Fylde Birdraces ς A Snapshot of Changing Fortunes 
 

Regular readers of the FBC newsletter may recall an article in the June 2017 edition entitled 

ΨwŜǾƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊŘǊŀŎŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜŘ ŀ Fylde Birdrace attempt undertaken by myself, 

Ash Baines and Sophie Bagshaw earlier that spring. This has now become a yearly tradition for the 

three of us, with our species totals to date being: 

2013 ς 117 species (JSc & AB only) 

2017 ς 110 species 

2018 ς 104 species 

2019 ς 116 species 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ммс ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊƛƻ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

include any real scarcities we still managed to unearth such highlights as Great Skua at Rossall, 

Yellow Wagtail over Cockersand, the Dipper pair at Brock, Green Sandpiper at Myerscough Quarry 

and the Tawny Owl family in Salisbury Woodland.  

 

Tawny Owl family, Salisbury Woodland (Sophie Bagshaw) 

Our attempts represent the most recent of the 31 Fylde birdraces that have been completed since 

Paul Ellis, Maurice Jones and Bob Stinger recorded 105 species during the inaugural big-day in 1991. 

Since every birdrace bar one has taken place between 21st April and 14th May, the results provide a 

snap-ǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CȅƭŘŜΩǎ ŀǾƛŀƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ 

to provide an indication of how the occurrence levels of some species have changed in the past 25+ 

years. 

 

 

http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/birdrace.html
https://twitter.com/bagshawsophie/status/1122755948748115968
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The Gains 

The past three decades have seen a number of species colonise or re-colonise the Fylde: 

 

It is hard for a younger birder like myself to imagine Buzzards and Little Egrets being absent from the 

Fylde birding landscape, but each was only recorded once on a Birdrace prior to 2004. Avocet and 

/ŜǘǘƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻƴŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

national northerly range expansion. Which species will be next? 

 

The Losses 

Of course there are plenty of species that have undergone marked declines in the same time period: 

 

In line with national trends many of those declining species are those reliant on farmland, although 

it is interesting to note that Yellowhammer and Tree Sparrow have not (yet?) suffered the same 

declines. Of course the decline in Ruddy Duck sightings is much simpler to explain!  

 

Seabirds 

Whilst the above examples show some of changing fortunes of species within the Fylde, the Birdrace 

results can also provide a hint at the changing tactics of the races themselves over time. A particular 

noticeable trait is the increase in the number of seabird species recorded: 

 

There is now a well-established pattern of Birdrace attempts starting off the day at Rossall Point to 

tap into spring seabird passage (in addition to the overhead vis-mig that occurs). Does this explain 

the increase in seabird species totals, or are there other factors involved? 
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Other Noteworthy Distributions 

Finally, the Birdrace results can throw up some interesting observation distributions that take a little 

more thinking about.  

Some may be due to changing climate:  

 

The above results suggest that some Whooper Swans seem to be staying later into in the spring 

before migrating northwards, certainly we have recorded individuals in each of the last three years 

that went on to over-summer in the Fylde. On the other hand Goldeneye appear to be leaving 

earlier, although this could be due to an overall decrease in the numbers wintering on the Fylde. 

Whilst some may be due to other factors: 

 

After a flurry of Birdrace records in the mid-нлллΩǎ {ǘƻƴŜŎƘats have been noticeably absent in recent 

attempts, as this disappearance coincided with two cold winters that effectively wiped out the 

species as a Fylde breeder.  

And whilst Spotted Redshank shows a very similar distribution of records to Stonechat, the lack of 

records from in the past couple of years may well be due to the previously regular wintering Conder 

Estuary individual(s) not sticking around, particularly late into the spring.  

 

Of course, the above is simply my own personal attempt at explaining the intricacies and often 

random nature of Fylde Birdrace results, and it may well be that most changes are simply down to 

ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜΧ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘŜ ƴƻƴŜ-the-less! 

Jonny Scragg 
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Inca Tern on Blackpool Promenade 
 

Not a headline I thought I would be writing anytime soon! 

At the April Fylde Bird Club meeting Maurice Jones brought along hard copies of some truly 

remarkable photos, depicting an Inca Tern that was photographed by his friend and local fisherman 

Graham Smith along Blackpool South Promenade in February of this year.  

 

Inca Tern, Blackpool South Promenade (Graham Smith) 

The only member of the genus Larosterna, Inca Terns are restricted to the west coast of South 

America, breeding in Peru and Chile. An amazing bird to see anywhere in the world, but not one you 

would ever expect to see on a wet February day on the Fylde coast! 

Any question of genuine vagrancy, however unlikely, is immediately ruled out by the fact that the 

bird is obviously ringed with captive-type rings. Inca Terns are kept at several establishments around 

the UK including a small population at Blackpool Zoo, an obvious source for this bird perhaps, 

however I believe all their birds are still accounted for. On the other hand, the Living Coasts Project 

in Torquay, Devon has a group of Inca Terns in its open-air enclosure and there have been some 

reported escapees. Is this the origin of the Blackpool bird? 

wŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛǊŘ ƛǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƛt make another 

appearance somewhere in the UK? 
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Fylde Owl Pellets 
 

In 2007, whilst walking to Cottam Primary School, I found my first skull. I noticed it in the bush just 

outside the school gates. I managed to reach the specimen and hide it in my pocket, but I ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ L ƪƴŜǿ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŀŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘΦ {ƻ ƻŦŦ 

it went with me, for a day of art, maths, music, science and history. 

My best friend and I were very much into animals at the time, so we shared studying the clean 

cranium. We made up scenarios of what had happened and took it in turns to protect it from 

damage throughout the day. The end of the day soon came, and I had a conundrumΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ 

it home because mum would flip, so I let my friend take it, to look after until I could own it. 

5 years later I was able to keep the skull at home without worry about ƛǘ άŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘƭȅέ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ 

the bin. With more experience and knowledge, I knew exactly what animal the skull was from - a 

Mallard, Anas platyrhynchosΦ Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ǝƻǘ ƳŜ ƘƻƻƪŜŘΗ 

Now, I have a skull collection reaching over 230 bird and about 30 animal specimens; all cleaned, 

labelled, bagged and safely stored. I am amazed at the unique structures and inner workings of 

them. From the delicateness of a Goldcrest, to the thick-headed Gannet, they all have a hidden story 

to tell and I remember finding every single one. Because of my passion for skull collecting I soon 

figured out that a quick way of gaining more skulls, and experience too, was from dissecting owl 

pellets.  

Pellets are a compressed mash up of what the owl has eaten but cannot digest - the fur, feathers 

and bones. They regurgitate them, usually whilst sat on a favourite perch, hence why you can find 

many pellets in the same spot. If these are not disturbed, a mound of pellets forms, each full of 

skulls and bones. Over time the pellets decompose, the fur washes away and all is left are the bones. 

I have dissected pellets from Barn Owl (BO), Tawny Owl (TO) and Long Eared Owl (LEO). Below I will 

go through what I have discovered whilst dissecting owl pellets found around the Fylde.  

 

An example of the contents of some Barn Owl pellets I opened (Sophie Bagshaw) 














