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Welcome to a new newsletter, a new year and a new decade! It is exciting to imagine what 

the twenties will have in store for the Fylde Bird Club, and I am sure that each of you will 

help play a part in making this decade the club’s best yet. 

Whilst it may be hard to imagine right now, given that we are currently in the grips of 

seemingly never-ending winter storms, bur spring is just around the corner and slowly 

beginning to rear its head. I am sure that there is a small sign in nature that heralds the 

arrival of the season for each of you personally, whether that be the first white flowers on a 

blackthorn bush, the first onomatopoeic singing chiffchaff, the first butterfly, the first 

wheatear hopping along the sea wall or simply the first time you notice the days getting 

longer. Whatever it is that spring means to you, right now I think most of us can agree that it 

can’t come soon enough! 

Finally, it is unfortunate for you readers that you will be predominantly seeing my name at 

the end of the articles in this Newsletter, due to a distinct lack of submissions from other 

members. If you have any piece of content for the April edition then I actively encourage 

you to send it in, the more diverse the contributors to our newsletter the better, and the 

less you have to hear from me!  

Jonny Scragg 

news@fyldebirdclub.org 
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Recent Sightings – October to December 2019 
 

Wildfowl, Divers, Grebes and Gamebirds 

A relatively mild first half of the winter no doubt contributed to the dearth of scarce goose action 

with the Fylde pink-foot flocks. Wild Barnacle Geese were represented by a couple of pairs amongst 

the pink-foot flocks, in addition to the feral flock from Blackpool Zoo that visited Marton Mere on 

occasion. Up to 6 Barnacle Geese of presumably feral origins were also seen with the Canada herd 

on the Ribble throughout the reporting period, with a blue morph Snow Goose of equally dubious 

origins with the same flock on the 5th December. There were just four reports of Brent Geese, two 

apiece for dark-bellied and pale-bellied, whilst the only White-fronted Goose of the period was an 

adult Greenland race at Pilling on the 29th December. The first 3 Bewick’s Swans of the winter 

arrived in the Thurnham area on the 10th November, rising to 8 adults by the year’s end.  

 

Greenland White-fronted Goose, Pilling (Paul Slade) 

Inland Scaup records during the period comprised females at Eagland Hill on the 16th October, 

Conder Pool from the 20th-22nd October and Fairhaven Lake from the 3rd-8th November and 5th-9th 

December, the latter perhaps visiting from across the Ribble at Marshside? The only coastal records 

comprised a female off Blackpool North Shore and a male off Pilling Marsh, both during October. A 

solitary female Velvet Scoter past Starr Gate on the 3rd December was the only other sea-duck of 

note. 

It took until the 21st November for the first scarce Grebe sighting of the year, and few would have 

predicted that it would relate to a Red-necked Grebe! One flew south past Starr Gate (LGB) on that 

date; a rare species in the Fylde, there have been less than 15 records, the last at Marton Mere. A 

Black-necked Grebe (IH) on the Lune off Cockersands on the 1st December was much more 

conventional affair, even if in a slightly unusual setting for the species in the Fylde. It remained on 

the river till the month’s end, although it disappeared for long periods and ranged widely making it 

difficult to catch up with. The only scarce diver of the period was a Black-throated Diver south past 

Starr Gate on the 27th December.  
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Tubenoses, Herons & allies 

As to be expected scarce tubenose sightings tailed away towards the end of the year, with just a 

single Leach’s Petrel being noted passing Blackpool North Shore and Starr Gate during strong winds 

on the 10th October.  

The rarity highlight of the reporting period was undoubtedly the juvenile Purple Heron discovered at 

Eagland Hill on the 4th December (GP). You can find a full account describing the finding and 

background information of this bird on page 6. 

As predicted in the last newsletter, Cattle Egrets once again arrived in the Fylde at the back end of 

the year, starting quite spectacularly with a group of 9 that flew over Knott End on the evening of 

the 28th October (CB), having earlier been sighted over the south Ribble. These undoubtedly were 

the source of the quintet that joined the cattle herd at Cockersand at the beginning of November, 

and perhaps also the source of the 7 that made a brief visit to Freckleton on the 3rd December (AM). 

Great White Egret records were concentrated solely on the Ribble marshes, bar a single that flew 

over Pilling Marsh on the 13th October. The 2 Bitterns remained at Marton Mere throughout.  

An intriguing pair of sightings on the 15th October (although both were received several days after 

the event) concerned separate reports of 3+ Common Cranes in a field near the Cartford Bridge, and 

4 probable White Storks over Eagland Hill. Assuming that both reports referred to the same group of 

birds, with the Crane the more likely identification given the time of year, it is a reminder of what 

must be missed by us birders, and what is out there waiting to be discovered! 

Raptors & Owls 

Much like last winter the Ribble marshes hosted a spectacular arrangement of raptors from 

November onwards, highlighted by up to 5 Hen Harriers – 2 adult males, a juvenile male (ringtail) 

and at least one adult female. A ringtail Hen Harrier was also seen at Cockersand on the 2nd and 15th 

November. Marsh Harrier numbers peaked at 6 off Lytham Quays at the beginning of December.  

Passage Short-eared Owls were spotted at 7 sites throughout October, however like recent winters 

lingering birds have proved scarce, and a single on Lytham Moss on the 1st December was the only 

record in the latter portion of the year. For the third successive winter it appears no Long-eared 

Owls are roosting at Marton Mere, a sad loss to the Fylde avifauna if this remains the case. 

Waders 

The last Whimbrel and Avocet sightings of the year were both in October, at Knott End on the 12th  

and Lytham Jetty on the 13th respectively. Late passage Curlew Sandpipers included 2 juveniles at 

Cocker’s Dyke on the 13th-14th October, and a juvenile on flooded fields at Fluke Hall Lane on the 3rd 

November.  

Also presumably on passage were the 2 Purple Sandpipers the hung around Rossall Point till the 4th 

October. The first proper wintering bird was back at the Blackpool North Shore roost on the 10th 

November, being joined by a second from the 9th December. Spotted Redshanks proved difficult to 

come by during the period - a single at Lytham Quays on two dates in October and one at Skippool 

Creek on the 8th November being the only records.  

A Grey Phalarope found on flooded saltmarsh at Lytham Jetty on the 10th October would surely have 

been widely appreciated, but unfortunately news was only released after dark and the bird had 

departed by the following morning.  
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Gulls, Terns, Skuas & Auks 

The 1st winter Caspian Gull continued in the Cocker’s Dyke area, last being seen on the 19th October. 

Adult Yellow-legged Gulls were also recorded there on the 13th and 19th October and 27th 

November, with two adults at Thurnham on the 19th October the only other record. 

 

1st winter Caspian Gull, Cocker’s Dyke (Paul Ellis) 

The only skua sighting during the first half of the winter was of a single Great Skua south past Starr 

Gate on the 11th December.  

Passerines 

After a couple of quiet autumns, the Fylde received a good wave of Yellow-browed Warblers this 

year in mid-October, as part of a large influx into the country. In addition to as many as 5 birds in the 

Fleetwood area, individuals were observed at Lytham St. Anne’s Nature Reserve on the 13th (SD), 

Knott End on the 14th (PE) and Watson Road Park on the 15th (FB). A male Ring Ouzel was at the civic 

centre in Poulton on the 15th October (DH), a rare autumn Fylde record.  

 

Yellow-browed Warbler, Watson Road Park (Dave McGrath) 
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A Firecrest with a tit flock at Carr House Green Common on the 1st October (CP) was a just-reward 

for the finder who had cycled through waist-high water to reach the site! A female type Black 

Redstart was an equally brief visitor to Fleetwood Docks on the 20th December, although given the 

extensive suitable habitat in the area it is entirely possible that it is still out there somewhere.  

Probably the rarest passerine records, but also the most frustrating for a lot of people, concerned 

not one but two Richard’s Pipits that were found during the period! The first, at Rossall School on 

the 30th October (TD), hung around for less than an hour before disappearing off inland, whilst the 

second, at Mythop on the 1st December (FB), only stayed put for 40 minutes before leaving, never to 

be seen again. This is a highly prized species in the Fylde, especially as it has been over 20 years since 

the last truly twitchable bird!  

After several fly-over or one-day birds across the Fylde during October, a quartet of Snow Buntings 

finally settled down on the beach at Fleetwood, allowing most observers to see them although they 

proved wide ranging to say the least.  

 

Snow Bunting, Fleetwood Beach (Jim Wacey) 

Non-bird Sightings 

A Risso’s Dolphin that was tracked heading north off Starr Gate and then Blackpool North Shore on 

the 22nd November was a fantastic local record. Despite being frequent off Anglesey, records of this 

species have dried up off the Fylde coast in the past decade. A single Bottlenose Dolphin off Starr 

Gate on the 21st December was the only sighting during the period.  

At least 2 Otters continue to perform regularly at Marton Mere, most commonly seen at the west 

end from the viewing platform.  

Keep up to date with all the latest sightings on our website. 

Jonny Scragg 

 

 



 

6 

 

The Purple Heron at Eagland Hill 

During the afternoon of Wednesday 4th December, Lancaster based birder and photographer Gary 

Pinder was out and about around the Eagland Hill area, hoping to get some shots of the local Barn 

Owls. At around 2pm he noticed an unfamiliar looking bird sat on a hedgerow along Bradshaw Lane.  

Clearly a heron of some species, Gary fired off a few record shots in the falling light.  

 

The first photo of the Purple Heron that set the ball rolling (Gary Pinder) 

Back at home that evening Gary uploaded his photos of the heron onto the UK Bird Identification 

group on Facebook, quickly receiving a number of replies that correctly identified the bird as a 

juvenile Purple Heron! The location of the sighting was quickly established, and local birders 

prepared themselves for a search of the area the next morning, hoping that the bird would still be 

present. 

Fortunately, just before 9am on Thursday 5th December the Purple Heron was relocated by Paul Ellis, 

Bob Stinger and Chris Batty in what has subsequently proved to be its favoured ditch and weedy 

field along Bradshaw Lane, just north of Eagland Hill village. Initially elusive, often disappearing for 

hours or even days at a time, it gradually began to give itself up more easily as it became settled into 

the area. It was certainly a surprise therefore when, on the morning of the 17th, it was re-located on 

the saltmarsh at RSPB Marshside, some 16 miles to the south. This proved to be just a one-day visit 

however, and with no more sightings till Christmas everyone assumed that it had moved on… until 
the 29th when it was once again back in its ditch at Eagland Hill! 

The bird has remained in the same area around Bradshaw Lane since the 29th, and at the time of 

writing is still devouring the local vole population at a remarkable rate. Unfortunately, its continued 

presence has led to an increase in visiting birders, and as a result the limited parking situation 

around Eagland Hill has caused some tensions with the local residents. This culminated in the farmer 

cutting the weedy field in the hope that the heron would relocate, although as it has transpired it  
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has had the opposite affect with the heron happily walking around in the open and generally being 

showier than ever!  

 

Juvenile Purple Heron catching yet another Field Vole (Paul Ellis) 

One has to wonder how long into the spring it will stay… we will certainly miss it when it has gone. 

Jonny Scragg 

It has been 49 years since the first and only previous Fylde record of Purple Heron, a fly-over adult 

bird found by Peter Carer at Freckleton on the 8th May 1970. Thus the 2019 individual was a Fylde 

lifer for everybody, unsurprising then that it has been so well received, even with the last Lancashire 

record being as recent as 2017 (another long-staying juvenile at Leighton Moss).   

The increasing-quality of smartphone cameras and the proliferation of information sharing on social 

media had led to more and more scarce and rare birds being identified from photos posted online in 

recent years. Indeed, it is interesting to note for example that all 3 Lancashire records of Hoopoe in 

2018 (including two in the Fylde) were of birds photographed by members of the public in their own 

gardens, and then identified after the event through social media.  

Facebook groups such as UK Bird Identification are regularly throwing up surprise finds across the 

country including a number of high-profile rarities in the last few years, such as the well-twitched 

2017 Dusky Thrush in Beeley, Derbyshire. 
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Fylde Yearlist 2019 Results 
 

The results are in! 2019 saw the Fylde Yearlist Challenge enter it’s 11th year, with 10 members 

attempting to see or hear as many species of bird within the Fylde recording area between the 1st 

January and 31st December. A reminder that there are two separate leagues as part of the challenge, 

the species league which sees you compete against others, and the comparative leagues that sees 

you compete against your own previous year’s total! So how did everyone get on this year?  

Species League  Comparative League (2019/2018) 

 

=1st Paul Ellis 190 species  1st Mark Cookson 144.6%   (162/112) 

=1st Frank Bird 190 species  2nd Paul Ellis 110.5%   (190/172) 

=3rd Paul Slade 179 species  3rd Peter Rhind 109.5%   (127/116) 

=3rd Jonny Scragg 179 species  4th Kinta Beaver 108.8%   (148/136) 

5th Ash Baines 176 species  5th Sophie Bagshaw 103.1%   (164/159) 

6th Ian Walker 169 species  6th Frank Bird 102.2%   (190/186) 

7th Sophie Bagshaw 164 species  =7th Ash Baines 100.6%   (176/175) 

8th Mark Cookson 162 species  =7th Paul Slade 100.6%   (179/178) 

9th Kinta Beaver 148 species  =7th Jonny Scragg 100.6%   (179/178) 

10th Peter Rhind 127 species  10th Ian Walker 94.9%      (169/178) 

 

For the first time there was a tie at the top of the overall species league, with Paul Ellis and 

defending champ Frank Bird both recording 190 species during 2019! A fantastic effort by both 

parties led to a nip and tuck competition right till the end, and huge congratulations must go to the 

pair of them. 

The comparative league was a much less tightly fought affair thanks to the massive effort by Mark 

Cookson, recording 50 more species in 2019 than he managed in 2018 to record an overall 

comparative score of 144.6%! In fact, 2019 proved to be a bumper year for all involved with 9 

competitors beating their 2018 total, just going to show that your biggest rival should always be 

yourself.  

 

2020 Yearlist Challenge 

Registration for the 2020 yearlist challenge is still open; you have until the 29th February to sign up!  

As always, I passionately encourage every member to take part in this light-hearted competition. Not 

only does it add an extra slice of interest to your local birding, but it also leads you to visit those 

parts of the Fylde you have rarely explored, broadening your local birding experience. And, as 

suggested above, the introduction of the comparative league means you don’t have to be aiming for 
a 170+ species total to take part… maybe try aiming for 100 species in 2020 and then try and beat 

that in 2021? At the time of writing we already have two new first-time participants signed up for 

the 2020 challenge, who else wants to join them? 

If you would like to sign up, then simply email the bird club address; the full set of yearlist rules can 

be found on our website. 

Jonny Scragg 
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Remembering Andrew Cadman 
 

I recently received the news that one of Fylde’s most active bird watchers and ringers, Andrew 
Cadman, had sadly passed away.  

Andrew was a staff member at Rossall School and after retirement lived at Over Kellett, near 

Carnforth. Andrew assisted John Wilson (for many years the warden of the Leighton Moss RSPB 

nature reserve) in ringing the Bearded Tit population there and was also active at Heysham Nature 

Reserve. 

I first got to know Andrew when he made trips to ring birds at Marton Mere in the late 1950’s and 
early 1960’s. He helped train Graham Blackwell in ringing and also John Morgan, who spent two 
years in Libya and later became head ringer at Eilat in Israel. 

In 1967 (3rd to 21st April), I made a trip to Libya with Andrew and Graham, staying at John’s house in 
Tripoli and camping at weekends. Amongst many highlights was a 200-mile trip into the Sahara to 

the palm oasis of Wadden (or Usddan) to see Desert Sparrows. We saw two males and a female 

before a sandstorm obliterated the view! 

 

Desert Sparrows in the Sahara (Eliana Martinez) 

Whilst teaching at Rossall School, Andrew made daily morning visits to the fields to the North of the 

school as well as ringing in the school grounds. Some of his notable bird finds included Lancashire’s 
latest ever Swift on the 4th December 1963, Richard’s Pipit on the 22nd October 1968 along with two 

on the 30th and one on the 4th November, immature Montague’s Harrier on 10th September 1971, 

Barred Warbler on 12th September 1975, Honey Buzzard on 8th October 1976 and adult Woodchat 

Shrike on 1st June 1978.  

He will be missed by those who knew him well.  

Maurice Jones 
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From the Archives 
 

With over 160 editions spanning 35 years, it is safe to say that a wide range of topics have been 

covered in the Fylde Bird Club Newsletter since its inception in 1982. This segment will delve back 

into the archives of those past editions from time to time, in order to resurrect some of the lost 

treasures (or howlers) from years gone by. These could be future-thinking ID articles, memorable 

trip reports, pieces of local interest, or something else entirely.  

We shall start with the latter category, taking us back to the front cover of the very first newsletter 

of the millennium, from March 2000… 

 

As a relatively young birder it is hard for me to imagine a time when email was new and exciting! But 

of course at the time email was one of the next next big things in the technology world, and one that 

had the potential to aid birding and information dissemination to a large degree. In this current age 

of mobile phones, apps and state of the art cameras, it is interesting to ponder what future 

technological advances will be influencing our day to day birding in another 20 years’ time. 

Remember that the whole library of Fylde Bird Club newsletters can now be found in digital form on 

our website. However, there are currently several editions missing from our archive. These are: 

- No.28, 33, 35, 37, 41, 45, 47-50, 54, 55, 57+ (till roughly No.75 at end of 1995) 

- May 1996, August 1996, February 1997, March 2001, June 2001 and September 2001 

Should any member have copies of one or more of the missing editions then please get in contact 

with me on the bird club email, so they can be scanned to help complete the library. 

Jonny Scragg 
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Recycling your crisp packets at Marton Mere 
 

You can now recycle your crisp packets at Marton Mere Nature Reserve. Volunteers at the Mere are 

co-ordinating a recycling programme where crisp packets will be taken to Blackpool Zoo as part of a 

larger recycling initiative, assisted by Terracycle (an international recycling company). 

 

 

 

 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/ 

 

  

Take your crisp packets to the Visitor Centre 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 12.00 – 

15.00 or bring to a Fylde Bird Club meeting 

and give your empty crisp packets to Janet 

Bramhall.   

Contact Janet Bramhall or Alison Hall for 

further information: 

jan_bramhall@hotmail.com 

purple2759@gmail.com 
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Notices 
 

• Fylde Bird Club hide key-safe – Following the destruction of the old key safe for the Fylde 

Bird Club hide at Marton Mere the club has revised the access arrangements; a new key safe 

has been fitted to the wall of the visitor centre instead of the hide in the hope of 

discouraging further vandalism. The code for the key safe remains the same. 

 

• Flickr Password Change – The login details for the FBC Flickr account have been updated. 

The new password is Lapwing1! whilst the username remains news@fyldebirdclub.org. We 

welcome and encourage submissions of all standards, as long as they depict the birdlife of 

the Fylde then there are no other restrictions! 

 

• WeBS Count Invitation – Paul Slade and Paul Ellis have kindly extended an invitation to 

members to join them on their monthly WeBS count at Arm Hill, on the east side of the 

Wyre Estuary. If you’ve never done a WeBS count before or want to find out more about the 

process, then this is your chance! The WeBS dates can be found on our website noticeboard, 

and contact details for Paul and Paul can be found on our website committee and contact 

page.  

 

• Website Sightings Login Details – A reminder that if you wish to submit your local bird 

records to the sightings page on our website, the username and password are both 

‘lapwing’.  
 

• Bowland Safari Wildlife Walks – See flyer on the next page. 

 

• Knott End Volunteer Beach Cleans – See flyer on the last page. 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

• Tuesday 28th January – AGM and ‘A Seabird Colony in a City’ with Paul Ellis 

 

• Tuesday 25th February – ‘A Natural Obsession’ with Holly Page 

 

• Tuesday 24th March – ‘Birds and Migration’ with Jeff Clarke 

 

All meetings commence at 19:45 at the River Wyre Hotel, Breck Road, Poulton-le-Fylde. If a 

talk needs to be cancelled for any reason, FBC will make all efforts to find a replacement 

speaker. 

 

The full 2020 meetings programme can be found on our website. 



 

 

 

 

Moorland Safari 2020 
 
Join our expert guide for a spectacular 

walk along one of the Forest of 

Bowland's most stunning valleys and 

discover some of the incredible wildlife 

that makes their home here in the spring 

and summer. 

 

We will be looking out for rare upland 

birds including hen harriers, ring ouzels, 

cuckoos and merlins. We also hope to 

spot other moorland specialities such as 

stonechats, meadow pipits, curlews, and 

have the chance of seeing green 

hairstreak butterflies. 

 

 Visit rspb.org.uk/events 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity:  

England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 

 
For more information  

01524 581001  

bowlandsafari@rspb.org.uk  
 

 

 

Tickets 

£10 each (RSPB members £8) plus 

booking fee, available via Eventbrite: 
www.eventbrite.com/e/bowland-safari-

tickets-90290235525 

Dates  

11 and 25 April, 16 May and 20 June 

9.15am-3pm 

 

 



Tuesdays 10.15am - 12pm

Meet in car park behind the Coastguard Station

January 7th May 12th September 8th

February 4th June 9th October 6th

March 3rd July 7th November 10th

April 14th August 11th December 8th

Knott End-on-Sea
Volunteer Beach Clean
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