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 Introduction 
 
This issue includes a summary of the last two months of bird records, covering the late autumn and start of 
the winter. Ian Walker has produced another fascinating update on the BTO’s Cuckoo tracking project, which 
the Fylde Bird Club have sponsored. The third instalment in the series comparing the current status of 
selected species, with their positions in 1975, covers wildfowl. Joe Makepeace has provided a detailed 
account of birds noted during cycling the North Coast 500 and there’s an interesting article by Kinta Beaver, 
describing a project to restore peat mossland at Winmarleigh. 
 
We are reliant on your articles to use in the newsletter, so please submit something if you can. An account of 
a great day out, finding a rarity or scarce species or any other birding story that you think would interest 
others. We can help to edit any draft articles that members wish to submit. 
Thanks to Sophie Bagshaw for providing a wonderful festive Robin picture for the cover. 
Good birding. 

Paul Ellis 

fyldebirdclub@gmail.com 

Christmas Buffet 
 
If you are planning on attending the Christmas meeting at Fylde Cricket Club on December 21st can you 
please let us know that you are attending and if you would like Lancashire Hot Pot or Vegetable Lasagne. 
We need to know numbers for catering purposes by Thursday 16th December. Please contact Paul Slade 
directly with your preference by e-mail or text: sladey67@yahoo.com, 07970 986904 

  

mailto:fyldebirdclub@gmail.com
mailto:sladey67@yahoo.com
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Recent Sightings Late Autumn 2021 – October to November Inclusive 

Sanderlings – Rossall Point – Ian McGill  

 
An adult Dark-bellied Brent Goose took up residence at Knott End in the Wyre Estuary from the 30th October 
until the 7th November. Further south, Pale-bellied Brent Geese were seen three times in late October: 4 flew 
north past Starr Gate on the 21st, 5 flew in the opposite direction past there on the 25th and one flew up the 
Ribble past Fairhaven on the 23rd.  On 20th November, another pale-bellied bird flew past Fleetwood. 
 

A Barnacle Goose accompanied pinkfeet on fields off Chain Lane, Staining, from the 9th to the 14th November. 
Two were with 4000 pinkfeet at Singleton on the 30th November. 

Three Egyptian Geese were at Carr House Green Common on the 6th November and five were still at 
Cockerham Quarry until late in the month. 

A single juvenile Garganey seen at Marton Mere on the 18th October was the only record this autumn. 

A tremendous WeBS count of 1210 Pintail was made at Fluke Hall and Pilling Lane Ends on the 7th November. 
To put this figure in context, the national importance threshold for this species is 200 and the threshold for 
international importance is only 600. 

The Fylde’s fourth Green-winged Teal in two years, was found at Conder Green on the 26th November and 
was still present the following day. 
                               

         Pink-footed Goose – Pilling - Paul Slade                     Green-winged Teal - Conder Pool - Paul Ellis 

 
Only two Pochard were recorded: one on a pond in Heron’s Reach Golf Course on 2nd November and then on 
Marton Mere later in the month and a female on Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park on the 6th November. 
An impressive 10670 Common Scoter moved south past Starr Gate on the 1st November. 

Two Long-tailed Ducks flew north past Starr Gate on the 28th November, providing the only record so far this 
year. 

The first Goldeneye of the winter returned to Marton Mere on the 16th October, where numbers increased to 
eight by the month’s end. 
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A field flood at Nateby attracted a large gathering of 2580 Black-tailed Godwits on the 11th November.  

A Grey Plover count of 460, made during a WeBS count at Fluke Hall, was the highest since 2009 and 
comfortably greater than the national importance threshold of 330. 

A single Purple Sandpiper roosted on the sea wall at Blackpool North Shore on the 16th November. 

Records of Ruff improved following the heavy rains at the end of September. Two were at Freckleton Naze on 
the 4th October and up to five were on field floods at Nateby from the 11th to 31st.  One flew over Marton Mere 
on 26th November, but no wintering birds have been found so far. 

The last Curlew Sandpiper of the autumn was on Fairhaven Beach on the 5th October. 

After the dry autumn, heavy rain at the end of September produced field floods which attracted waders. 
Between the 11th and 13th October, up to three Little Stints were on a flood off Black Lane, Nateby. 

A Woodcock flushed from Heron’s Reach Golf Course on the 7th of November was the first of the winter. 
Another was seen there on the 10th, followed by three sightings at nearby Marton Mere and one at Wesham 
Marsh.  

The first Jack Snipe of the autumn was in the saltmarsh at Fairhaven Dunes on the 7th of October. A month 
later, high tides forced 3 to fly out from the same site on the 5th of November accompanied by 90 Snipe. 
Elsewhere, singles were at Marton Mere on the 10th October, Warton Marsh on 21st October, two were at The 
Heads during a high tide on the 7th November and then one was flushed in Haslam Park, Preston, on the 22nd. 

Six Green Sandpipers were recorded, comprising singles in Poulton on 10th October and Warton Bank on 13th 
October followed by two at Woodplumpton on the 30th October and another two on Broadfleet, Pilling, on 8th 
November. 

Spotted Redshanks continued to be seen at Freckleton Naze Point until the 15th October. Another flew west 
at Fairhaven Dunes on the 16th. Three were at Knott End on the 23rd October and one was at Pilling Lane Ends 
on the 7th November.  

A first winter Caspian Gull was found by Paul Slade on the 24th October at Cocker’s Dyke. This site has gained 
the status of prime site for this species. This latest bird was wearing a Dutch colour ring fitted on 20-05-2021 
at IJsselmeer, Holland, as chick. It was subsequently seen in France on 15-08-2021 at Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer 
before coming to us and staying until the 26th October. 

    

         

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

Caspian Gull 1st w) - Cocker’s Dyke - Paul Ellis   Yellow-legged Gull (adult) - Cocker’s Dyke - Paul Ellis   

The adult Yellow-legged Gull reappeared in the Cocker’s Dyke area in late October and remained until at least 
the 12th of November.  

There was one record of Great Skua when two moved south past Starr Gate on the 7th October. 

Only two Arctic Skuas were seen in the period. Dark morphs passed Starr Gate on the 3rd and 7th of October. 
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There were few autumn gales this year and the first of just two records of Leach’s Petrel came on the 1st of 
October from Starr Gate, when 3 passed south during high winds. Another passed Rossall Point on the 7th 
November during another windy day. 

A Glossy Ibis was found at Pilling Lane Ends on the 19th October. Unfortunately, it was never seen again. This 

was the first record on the Fylde for over three years. 

The Bittern was seen regularly at Marton Mere throughout the period. 
 

                     Glossy Ibis – Pilling Lane Ends - Holly Page                                                                  Great White Egret – Knott End – Paul Ellis 

Three Cattle Egrets were watched crossing the Ribble into the Fylde on the 14th November. Once over the 

river, they headed off eastwards. 

Great White Egrets were found in several locations away from their favoured haunt on the Ribble Marshes. 

During November, in addition to the two on the Ribble, others were at Carr House Green Common, Knott 

End and two were at Glasson. 

The first Hen Harrier returned to Warton Marsh on the 11th October, in the form of a ‘ringtail’. It was joined 
by a near adult male the following day. Both birds continued to be seen into November when a second grey 
male and another ringtail joined the fray.  

Up to six Marsh Harriers were on the Ribble marshes, visible from Warton Bank throughout the period. 

A Hoopoe was at large in Preesall from the 11th to 15th October. However, it was first seen by non-birders and 
although photographed, news did not emerge quickly enough for any birders to connect.  

 A passage of Jays was apparent during early October. On the 4th 24 moved over Freckleton Naze Point, the 

following day five were at Pilling Lane Ends, on the 8th seven were in Watson Road Park, Blackpool and on 

the 11th 12 moved south east over Fairhaven Dunes.  

The Carr House Green Common Willow Tit was seen again from the 2nd of November visiting the feeders. It 
was seen five times during the month but was typically elusive. 

Three Chiffchaffs were still at large in November, with birds at Marton Mere Freckleton, Naze Point and 
Kincraig Lake. 

A few Blackcaps were wintering during November. Two were in Fleetwood and singles were at Knott End, 
Marton Mere and Ingol. 

The last Swallows of the year were seen over Marton Mere  on the 20th of November, the last House Martin 
was seen at Crookhey Hall, Cockerham on the 27th October and the last four Sand Martins were reported over 
Knott End on the 3rd October.  
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One of the period’s star birds was a juvenile Rose-coloured Starling found on 19th October at Blackpool Airport 
by Robert Stinger. The find was well deserved, as he had spent much of this year looking for one. In common 
with the other two star birds seen this period, it was photographed and promptly vanished never to be seen 
again! 

                                   Hoopoe – Preesall - Lisa Hilton                         Rose-coloured Starling – Blackpool Airport – Robert Stinger 

The first Fieldfare of the autumn passed east over Fairhaven on the 24th October. Passage flocks then increased 
until flocks of over 100 were seen on the 6th November. The following day over 500 were in the Staynall-
Preesall area. The main Redwing arrival began on the 10th October with a handful of birds but it wasn’t until 
the 23rd that three figure flocks started to be recorded. 

The last Wheatear of the year was seen at Pilling Lane Ends on the 7th November. 

The first wintering Water Pipits were revealed by a very high tide on the 7th November, when single birds 

were found at the Heads and at Pilling Lane Ends. Warton’s first bird of the winter was found at Warton 

Marsh on the 14th November followed by two there on the 21st. 

Brambling bucked the trend of poor visible migration with 40 logged during October. Passage continued into 

November when a further seven fly-over birds were logged. A grounded flock of up to ten were on set-aside, 

at Hallidays Farm, between Cuddy Hill and Myerscough in late November. 

The first Twite returned on the 20th October represented by a single bird at Church Scar, Lytham. Three days 

later, 60 arrived at the regular wintering site at Bank End. The following day the first 5 returned to Knott End, 

where numbers increased to 44 by the 17th November. 

A few return passage Lesser Redpolls were logged in early October, comprising 8 over Starr Gate on the 8th 

and one over Fairhaven the following day. A late migrant flew east over Fairhaven on the 14th November. 

Siskin passage was relatively light, but prolonged, throughout the period, with a total of 136 logged. 36 flew 
east over Fairhaven on the 14th November. 

The first Snow Bunting records of the winter came in October when two flew south at Rossall Point on the 

16th. They were followed by five heading south at Starr Gate on the 23rd and by two over the same site on 

the 28th October. In November, there were two records from the Starr Gate area involving two or three birds 

and another was at Rossall School for two days from the 21st.  

To add photographs to the Bird Club’s Flickr Page at https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/ logon as 

news@fyldebirdclub.org with password Reedbunting5% . To add your sightings, log-on to 

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx  using  Username: lapwing     Password: lapwing                                                        

   Paul Ellis 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/
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Cuckoo Sponsorship Project Update  

 
As the autumn leaves start to fall in the Fylde, our sponsored Cuckoos are finally starting to settle on their 
wintering grounds. 
 
Victor II is in Gabon. He is now close to the Passa River in the Bateke Plateau National Park. The park covers 
an area of approximately 2,000 square km and is a UNESCO world heritage site at the transition between 
rainforest and savannah. Camera trap studies over recent years have shown the presence in the park of 12 
mammal species that are threatened with extinction, including chimpanzee, leopard, elephant, giant 
pangolin and western lowland gorilla. They also captured the first definitive proof of Lion in Gabon (in 2015). 
 
Approximately 600 km (372 miles) away and over the border in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) are AJ 
and Ellis. Cuckoo AJ is in DRC, approximately 385 km south of Ellis. AJ is on the western edge of the North 
Salongo National Park. This very isolated area, which is only accessible by boat, is Africa's largest tropical 
rainforest reserve. Here AJ could be crossing paths with endangered species like the Congo Peacock, Pygmy 
Chimpanzee or the Bush Elephant. 
 
There has been no further movement from the Lake Vyrnwy Cuckoo, Daniel, since 1st September and we 
suspect there are either issues with the battery in his tag or possibly with feathers obscuring the solar panels 
on his tag. We'll keep our fingers crossed but our hopes are fading for Daniel. 
 

 

 
 

 

The screen shot above illustrates where the birds are currently wintering. The Red Symbol is Victor II, to the 

right is AJ and behind is Ellis. Note how lush the area appears even from the aerial image. 
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Those of you who have been following the project will know, we discovered that Cuckoos breeding in the UK 

migrate to Africa via two main routes. Birds either migrate southwest via Spain and Morocco (the ‘western 

route’) or southeast via Italy or the Balkans (the ‘eastern route’) before converging in the Congo basin of 

central Africa. BTO studies have shown that birds on the western route are significantly more likely to die 

before completing the Sahara crossing (even though their route was 12% shorter to this point). Very sadly, 

the western route has now claimed two more casualties. Whilst the two Cuckoos were not birds sponsored 

by Fylde Bird Club, it does again demonstrate how a directional route choice by a bird can influence its 

migration success. 

 

This summer we sponsored five birds and, as you read this article, right now at least three of the birds are in 

Central Africa having undertaken the amazing feat of crossing Europe and the Sahara. The next part of this 

story will be to see how they winter in Africa and indeed start to prepare for the return trip.  

 

Until the next newsletter, we hope you get the opportunity to follow the birds. There is also an abundance 

of information on the BTO website under the Cuckoo Tracking Project relating to the project and its aims. 

 

Click on the link below for more information on the cuckoo tracking project: 
 
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project 
 

 

Ian Walker  

14th November 2021 
 

 

 

Wildlife Friendly Hedge at Fylde Cricket Club 

 
Earlier in the year, Paul Ellis put me in contact with Tom Myerscough of the Wyre Rivers Trust as they had 
been chatting about the Chairman of the Cricket Club's idea to plant a wildlife friendly hedge along the metal 
fence line on the boundary of the club grounds. 
 
Tom suggested that grants were available for such a project and pointed us in the direction of a fantastic 
scheme run by OVO energy https://www.tcv.org.uk/communities/i-dig-trees/ 
Good news was received in October when we heard the grant application had been successful. So, we now 
need help to plant the hedge ! (approx 550 Hawthorn and 100 each of Grey Willow, Dog Rose, Hazel and 
Dogwood.)  
 

Tom assures me, and has demonstrated, that they are easy to plant but we really need a few volunteers to 
help out, so if you can spare an hour or two from 9AM on Saturday the 18th December please come along to 
our new meeting venue and lend a hand. Please let Paul Slade know if you plan to lend a hand, by e-mail or 
text:  sladey67@yahoo.com, 07970 986904 
 
Complimentary Tea, Coffee and Mince Pies for all willing helpers ! 

Paul Slade 

  

https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project
https://www.tcv.org.uk/communities/i-dig-trees/
mailto:sladey67@yahoo.com
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BTO – Climate Change and the UK’s Birds Appeal 

The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) state that, globally, up to 7% of birds are considered to be at risk of 
extinction due to climate change.  The BTO have published a new report to highlight the effect of climate 
change on the UK’s birds (bto.org/climate-report). They project that 90% of the UK’s breeding Puffins will be 
lost by 2050, unless urgent action is taken. The BTO runs one of the most comprehensive long-term data 
banks for investigating patterns of change in the UK’s wildlife. This data provides evidence of the real-world 
effects of climate change. The BTO have launched an appeal to support their work to continue collecting and 
analysing data that highlights the real risk to UK birds. 
 

 
 

Marton Mere - Key Safe to Hide 

The key to the hide at Marton Mere was stolen and the key safe code was no longer considered secure. 
Hence, the key code has been changed to 2304.   
 

Fylde Bird Club e-mail 

Please note that the Club’s email address has been changed to fyldebirdclub@gmail.com owing to difficulties 
with arranging access to the old one. 
 

 

mailto:fyldebirdclub@gmail.com
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Fylde Birds: Past and Present  
Part 3 – Wildfowl 

 
In 1976 Maurice Jones wrote a report summarising all the records of birds on the Fylde and the status 
of each species. This article is the third in a series that exploits this 1970’s report to compare the past 
and present status of selected species. This instalment covers a selection of wildfowl, focusing on 
rarities and species where significant changes are apparent. 
 
Maurice Jones’s 1976 report provides an invaluable reference. In comparing past and present 
records, one must consider that like for like comparisons are not possible owing to a number of 
factors. In the modern era, observer numbers and reported data are far greater than in the past; 
modern optical aids are vastly superior to older instruments and current field guides and 
identification resources are greatly improved. Older sources of bird record data are fewer and less 
accessible than modern computerised datasets. Fylde records have only been fully electronic since 
1996 and Fylde Bird Reports were not published before 1983. However, despite the limitations, some 
interesting changes are evident. 
 
 

 
 

 
Teal has increased significantly since 1975. Counts of over 1000 have been made since 1997, peaking 
with a count of 7500 at Pilling Marsh in 2010. It appears to have declined since and the last count of 
over 2000 was made in 2016. 
 

Green-winged Teal In 2000 the BOU (British Ornithologists Union) accepted the separation of Green-

winged Teal from Eurasian Teal. The first was a male on Cockerham Marsh in December 1991. There 
have been 10 further records, all of single males in flocks of Eurasian Teal. The last four were in the 
past two years, so it appears to be increasing. The last was on Conder Pool in November 2021. 
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Gadwall has increased dramatically since 1975 when only seven had been recorded. It is still 
increasing and counts of up to 140 have been made in Stanley Park, Blackpool. 
 

American Wigeon While Wigeon numbers are broadly similar these days, American Wigeon did not 

figure in the 1975 summary but since then there have been five records. All were between 2002 and 
2012, so another is long overdue. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Green-winged Teal, Conder Green,  Jan  2011 – Chris Batty                     American Wigeon, Marton Mere, Jun 2004 –Philip Kirkham 

 

 
Numbers seen on the Ribble are similar to today but did reach 3000 in 1995. Relatively few were 
seen on the Pilling-Cockerham Marshes before 1976 but in recent times flocks of over 1000 have 
been present here. 
 

 
Shoveler was clearly not that common before 1976 with a flock of 70 being exceptional and 20 
considered a large number. Counts of over 100 have been regular at Marton Mere since at least 
1985 and peaked at 182 in 2007. However, numbers appear to be falling back, with no counts of 
over 100 since 2018. 
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In common with many species of wildfowl, the question of wild or escape hangs over Red-crested 
Pochard records. Giving all reports the benefit of the doubt, there have been another 10 records 
involving 13 birds. The most recent was at Glasson Basin in 2017. 
 

 
While Tufted Duck and Goldeneye numbers may not have changed that much, Pochard has 
undergone a huge reduction. As recently  as 2004, Marton Mere produced counts of up to 140. By 
2019 the best count anywhere was 23 and, since then, the maximum count has been just seven ! 
Poor breeding success in Europe, owing to a number of factors, has been cited as the reason for the 
decline in wintering Pochard in the UK. 
 

 
Goosander has clearly increased since 1975. Just nine records are summarised above. These days 
Goosander can be reliably found throughout most of the year at several riverine locations and 
breeding either in the Fylde, or just outside the area, has been recorded at two locations.  It’s not a 
species that tends to gather in large flocks but counts of up to 17 have been made in recent years. 
 

     Goosander, Haslam Park, Preston,  Dec  2015 – Paul Slade                                   Smew, Preesall Flashes, Apl 2012 – Chris Batty 
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Prior to 1976, just 5 records existed. Another 14 records followed up to March 2002. From the mid 
‘80s to 2002, records were almost annual. However, there were no more until 2011 when, during the 
next three years, there were eight records involving nine birds. The last record was in February 2013. 
 

Maximum Shelduck counts of 2000 are currently about the same as before 1976. However, they did 
reach almost 3900 in Morecambe Bay South in 2004.  
 

 
The status of this species has recently been hotly debated at national level. Potential sources are 
vargrants from wild populations in south west Asia, feral populations in Europe and the UK, escapes 
from captivity and the free-flying offspring of captive birds.  
Records on the Fylde have steadily increased and it has been annual since 2018. There are several 
instances of parties of up to five juveniles. However, these could relate to the wandering offspring 
of collection birds.  
The 19th century record in the summary above, was not accepted as ‘fully authenticated’ in an 
article published in British Birds. It therefore seems that this species will not be considered as 
anything other than an escape at this point in time.  
 
 

 
From the above, the meteoric rise of the feral population had not reached the Fylde by 1976. Today 
feral flocks number over 600 along the Wyre and along the Fylde side of the Ribble over 280 have 
been counted. Although occasional birds are seen with the wild Pinkfeet, it is impossible to tell if 
they are not all from the local feral flocks. 
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Just six records are detailed above up to 1976. Since the computerised Fylde database of records 
began in 1997, this subspecies has been recorded anually in small numbers. The highest count 
made was of 17 at Cockersand in late October 2013 but records are typically of single birds in with 
the Pinkfeet. 
 

 
Although it has declined nationally, the status of this subspecies on the Fylde appears similar to that 
before 1976. 
 

 
Just two records are detailed above but involving nine birds. Since 1994 Bean Geese have been 
recorded annually in very small numbers. The Bean Geese have now been split into two species, 
Tundra (serrirostris) and Taiga Bean Goose (fabalis). Historically, Taiga Bean was the more numerous 
of the two during the last century but since about 2004, Tundra overtook Taiga to become by far the 
commoner of the two. In recent years, sightings of either form, were typically of single individuals.   
 

 
This species has increased since the above summary. Roost counts at Pilling Lane Ends have 
reached 38600 in recent years and counts of 10000 are regular.  
 

 
Two records are documented in the pre 1976 summary. Since then, there have been 12 individuals, 
excluding a number of obvious and probable escapees. All were single birds, except for in 1987, when 
a blue morph and a white morph were together Over Wyre at Eagland Hill. All records this century 
have been assigned to Lesser Snow Goose but three from the last century were assigned to Greater 
Snow Goose. The last was in 2017, so another is due. 
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Ross’s Goose has been recorded twice with the pinkfeet Over Wyre in 2003 and 2008. So far, all UK 

records of Ross’s Goose have been considered to be escapes but it seems this policy may be about 
to change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Lesser Snow Goose, Copthorne, Feb 2017 – Paul Ellis                                    Ross’s Goose, Stalmine, Feb 2008 – Paul Slade 
 

 
Prior to 1976 just 11 records existed, relating to 28 individuals, of which only two were Pale-bellied. 
Since 1989 records have been annual and both races have been represented in almost every year. 
However, numbers are typically very small and usually in single figures. Exceptions have occurred and 
in the 90’s counts of up to 20 Dark-bellied birds were made on the Pilling-Cockerham Marshes where 
a small number regularly wintered throughout the decade. During December 1996 and January 1997, 
a Black Brant joined the wintering Dark-bellied Brents at Lane Ends. Black Brant is the race that breeds 
in the far north Pacific region. 
 

 
From the above this species went from common at the start of the last century to quite scarce by 
1976. Since 1991 it has been recorded annually but only two counts reached 10 during the latter part 
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of the last century. During the 21st century double figure counts have been quite numerous and the 
highest count was of 74 flying over Pilling in 2007. The biggest group seen on the ground, was 44 at 
Fluke Hall in 2010. The above review neglects a free flying population at Blackpool Zoo, numbering 
around 50 and a few feral birds on the Ribble marshes, which associate with the other feral geese in 
that area. 
 

 
The feral population has grown enormously since 1976 and numbers on the Ribble marshes can 
exceed 1000. In 2005 the BOU accepted the separation of Canada Goose into two species, with the 
smaller forms being renamed as Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii) and the larger forms retaining the 
name Canada Goose (Branta canadensis). There is quite a history of potentially wild, vagrant 
individuals appearing with the pinkfeet on the Fylde. Almost all have been considered to belong to 
the Canada Goose group (canadensis) or left unassigned to species level. The first, in 1970, is listed 
in the summary above but has not been assigned to a species. Single birds followed in 1979 and 1980, 
which also remain unassigned to species level. In 1985 a bird at Pilling was considered to be a 
probable Lesser Canada Goose (Branta canadensis parvipes). Confusingly, Lesser Canada is a member 
of the large bodied canadensis Canada Goose species. Another unassigned bird was seen in 1987. 
Between January and March 1991, a bird that was slightly larger than a pinkfoot, present in the 
Eagland Hill area, was probably a Todd’s (B.c.interior) or Lesser (B.c.parvipes) Canada Goose. In 
November 1991 another unassigned bird was seen on Cockerham Moss. 
No more potential vagrants were found until January 1997, when a ‘small bird’ was seen at Bradshaw 
Lane Head.  The following January, two more unassigned birds were on Cockerham Moss.  
During the winter of 2001/2002 a series of records were made as follows. Two probable Lesser 
Canada Geese (B.c. parvipes) were present at various sites from late November 2001 to the end of 
January 2002. On 31st December 2001 a small dark bird, considered to be a Ridgway’s Cackling 
Goose, (Branta hutchinsii minima) was photographed at Eagland Hill (picture below). This race is not 
the most likely candidate for vagrancy and so is tainted with the possibility of being an escape. 
 

 

‘Ridgway’s Cackling Goose, Eagland Hill, Dec 2001  – Paul Ellis                        Todd’s Canada Goose, Knott End, Dec 2014 – Chris Batty 
 

 

In February 2002, a Todd’s Canada Goose was recorded ranging between Eagland Hill and Fleetwood. 
All records since have been assigned to Todd’s Canada Goose as follows:  
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October 2011 one on the Wyre Estuary and stayed in the area until the following January.  
Two found together at Todderstaffe in December 2012. Singles in early 2017 Over Wyre, February 
2019 on Lytham Moss and October 2020 at Ballam. 
 

 
Since the summary numbers increased peaking during the first decade of the 21st century, when 
counts of over 200 birds were regular. Since then numbers have fallen by half. It was 2018 since 
there was a count of over 150 and in 2020 the peak was 104. 
 

 
This species has increased quite dramatically, with wintering flocks Over Wyre totalling over 1000 
birds at peak times. 
 

 
Since the 1976 summary Bewick’s Swans increased and peaked in 1997 when 200 were recorded at 
Freckleton. Peak counts remained over 70 until 2011 but numbers have continued to fall. In recent 
years the only records have come from the Thurnham area, where a small herd has wintered. In the 
2020/21 winter, the peak count was just six birds. 
 

Gift Aid  
Donating through Gift Aid means charities can claim an extra 25p for every £1 donated. As we currently have 
over 200 members, Gift Aid adds significantly to our funds each year. Your donations will qualify as long as 
they are not more than 4 times what you have paid in tax in any tax year (6 April to 5 April). Essentially, as 
long as you are a UK taxpayer (e.g. you pay tax on salary, pensions, benefits) you will be eligible to Gift Aid 
your donations. Many of our members have already agreed to Gift Aid their subscription (which is 
considered a donation) but if you have not done so and would like to Gift Aid your subscription payment 
then please get in touch. If you do not recall if you have completed a Gift Aid declaration, then please also 
get in touch and we can check.  
You can obtain a Gift Aid form from Kinta Beaver (kinta.beaver@btinternet.com; 07900 276105) or you can 
simply e-mail the following text to Kinta:  To Fylde Bird Club: I want to Gift Aid my subscription of 
£[enter amount] and any subscriptions/donations I make in the future, until I state otherwise. 
My address is [insert address including postcode] 
 

Subscription Reminder 
 
Please note that subscriptions for 2022 will be due in January 2022. Reminders will be sent to all members in 
December. Please ignore this reminder if you have already paid your subscription for 2022 or if you are a 
new member who paid late in 2021 and your subscription has been carried over to 2022.  

 

  

mailto:kinta.beaver@btinternet.com
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Birding the North Coast 500 
 
In late June/early July this year, along with six friends, I set off to Cycle the North Coast 500 – a circular 
coastal route that starts and finishes at Inverness Castle. However, before going into detail about the trip, 
please let me give you a short history of the group and some details of the challenges we have completed. 
Back in 2014, myself and several other Dad’s from my son’s school, all of us with a passion for Fylde Rugby 
Club and good beer, were watching Fylde and, after a couple of shandies, someone suggested that we 
should set ourselves a bit of a challenge and try and raise some money for Brian House Children’s Hospice. 
What ensued was a sort of Goldilocks process of elimination; some suggestions were far too easy, some far 
too hard and just one suggestion seemed ‘just right’. It was agreed that in June 2015 we would take on the 
National Three Peaks in 24 Hours. Let the training commence! After completing our training (a single training 
walk in the Lake District) we set-off, all excited, and started our walk up Ben Nevis at 2pm. Even though it 
was mid-June, we encountered sleet and snow at the summit of Ben Nevis and less than 24 hours later were 
on top of Snowdon with blue skies and a temperature of around 27 degrees. With this first challenge in the 
bag and over £1500 raised for Brian House, we determined that this should be an annual event with a more 
demanding challenge every second year. 
 
NB:- During the road trip from Ben Nevis to Scafell, there was an ‘incident’ at Dunfermline services and by 
the time we’d completed the challenge we’d named our little group ‘The My Left Foot Society’; the story of 
how this came about is for another day, but please feel free to ask. Prior to 2021, the My Left Foot Society 
have undertaken and completed the following challenges: 
 

• 2015 National 3 Peaks – For Brian House Children’s Hospice 

• 2016 Canoe the Caledonian Canal from Fort William to Inverness and cycle back from Inverness to 
Fort William – For Brian House Children’s Hospice 

• 2017 Yorkshire 3 Peaks – MND Association 

• 2018 Canoe the River Shannon from Dowra to Limerick – MND Association 

• 2019 Cycle the WW1 Battlefields of Northern France and Belgium – MND Association 
 
So, onto this year’s delayed challenge. Our cycle around the NC500 was due to take place in July 2020, but 
we were unable to travel due to COVID Restrictions. The rescheduled challenge took place earlier this year 
with the cycling starting on the 27th June and finishing on the 3rd July. We were due to have 5 cyclists and 3 in 
the support team but one of the group was ‘pinged’ by the NHS App and had to self-isolate for 10 days the 
day before our trip – and this person had put in by far the most training miles of us all. On our trips we spend 
our time under canvas, ‘wild camping’. As a result, we’ve woken up at first light in some of the most stunning 
locations the UK has to offer and practically had them to ourselves. 
 
So, you’re clearly wondering where the birding angle is in all of this? I’ve been an enthusiast for all things 
outdoors, the natural world, fishing and birding since I was about 10 years old. I’d spend hours traipsing 
around Stanley Park, Marton Mere and Staining, often with my Dad and later on my own, and often for as 
long as the light would allow. My summers were also spent at my Grandparents caravan near Grassington 
and most of the time I was either in or around rivers, pools, hills and moors – very much an outdoor life. I 
was, and remain, a bookworm, and while my slightly younger brother was getting Star Wars figures and 
Action Man figures for birthdays and Christmas, I was getting the Observer guide series and books on 
Natural History and Exploration. My main passion was maps and I can, and still do, spend hours poring over 
maps and charts. I’ve embraced the digital age as much as anyone but you can’t beat a good map (and the 
batteries never run out!).  
 
I’ve always been pretty confident with identifying most well-known UK flora and fauna and when out and 
about with the My Left Foot guys, either walking, cycling or canoeing, I’m always on the lookout for 
anything, and can’t wait to tell them all what we’re seeing – they’ve all now embraced this approach to such 
an extent that our WhatsApp group is now full of photos of birds, butterflies, insects, dragonflies etc for us 
all to try and ID. This was no different on our NC500 Cycle and whilst cycling between 80/100 miles per day 
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doesn’t afford much opportunity for standing still and ‘letting the birds come to you’, I now have six other 
pairs of eyes and ears on the lookout / listening for pretty much anything that moves; my work here is done! 
As you’d expect, most of the NC500 is very close to the coast and the nature of the birding, and the species 
we were likely to encounter were primarily Shorebirds. However, we were also passing over some rather 
‘lumpy bits’, up to a maximum 2053ft (626m) at Bealach na Baa on the Applecross peninsula through some 
lovely wooded valleys, broadleaf ancient woodland as well as conifer and Spruce Plantations and 
(apparently) barren heather moorland and bogs. 
 

Durness Bay 

 
We’d start each day by getting up around first light at 5- 5.30am (although it never really went dark) and 
we’d set about daily ablutions before tucking into a breakfast of porridge, tea and fruit whilst preparing our 
bodies and bikes (and later on in the week repairing our bodies and bikes) for the daily slog that lay ahead. 
There was, however, usually a period of around 30 minutes in the morning and usually an hour in the 
evening for simply sitting or standing still and using my binoculars to scan the area for birds and wildlife in 
general. I didn’t carry my binoculars whilst on the bike and had to rely on sight and sound alone during the 
day. We spent our first and last nights at two stunning properties near a tiny hamlet called Evanton, 
Invernesshire, both booked through AirBnB. They are both on the Cromarty Firth, minutes from The Black 
Isle and perfectly placed for exploring the area;  suitable for groups of between 6 and 12 and you’ll not find 
many nicer properties to stay at in the UK (cost was less than £50pp per night). Night 1 was at Foulis Castle, 
Evanton, Inverness-shire NH589641 and our final night was at Ardulie Farmhouse, Evanton, Inverness-shire 
NH587631. 
 
I wasn’t sure how to present the wildlife and birdlife we observed at the camping sites but I’ve gone for the 
simple option of providing the location of our overnight stops along with the exact grid reference of where 
we camped. For each site, I provide a brief site description and a list of species observed at these locations. 
I’m sure we missed more than we saw but that gives us a reason to go back and check! Every single location 
listed is well worth a visit in its own right, and the views from each of them were simply breath-taking. All 
the lifers I saw are highlighted in bold and italics.  
 
Cycle Stop 1. Applecross, Inverness-shire - NG684480 
About 2 miles north of Applecross, adjacent to a small waterfall (Shower) – Low cliffs (50’) overlooking 
Raasay/Skye. Beware of the Midges – relentless! 
Basking Shark, Artic Skua, Great Northern Diver, Black-throated Diver, Red-throated Diver (All Divers in 
their immaculate breeding plumage), Stonechat, Rock Pipit, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Grey Wagtail, 
Slavonian Grebe, House Sparrow, Greenfinch, Herring Gull, Siskin, Goldfinch, Buzzard 
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Cycle Stop 2. Ullapool, Ross and Cromarty - NH123941 
Close to main village at rocky sea-edge, sea level – late arrival and not much light before sunset. Some 
observations were en route/inland. Stunning sunset through the headland – nearly as good as a Fylde Coast 
sunset. 
Eider, Ringed Plover, Lapwing, Grey Plover, Golden Plover, Oystercatcher, Sandwich Tern, Common Tern, 
Arctic Tern, Pied Wagtail, Song Thrush, Ring Ouzel, Hooded Crow, Cormorant, Kittiwake, Black-headed Gull, 
Tufted Duck, Little Grebe, Great Northern Diver, Swallow, House Martin, Siskin, Twite, Great Black-backed 
Gull, Herring Gull, Goosander. 
 
Cycle Stop 3. Durness, Sutherland - NC389687 
Pristine beach front location with wide bay, white sand and crystal clear water. Rocky edged bay with around 
1 mile each side to the end of headlands and the open sea – sheltered location but would imagine it’s 
spectacular in the teeth of a northerly gale – we had the beach almost to ourselves. 
Curlew, Skylark, Stonechat, Whinchat, Whimbrel, White-tailed Sea Eagle, Buzzard, Willow Warbler, Sedge 
Warbler, Chiffchaff, Siskin, Goldfinch, Linnet, Twite, Redpoll, Meadow Pipit, Jackdaw, Hooded Crow, Black 
Guillemot, Guillemot, Razorbill, Kittiwake, Fulmar, Gannet, Goosander, Raven, Great Black-backed Gull, 
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Great Skua, House Sparrow, Spotted Flycatcher. 
 
Cycle Stop 4. Strathy Point, Sutherland - NC827684 
Really spectacular cliff-top site about 500m from now decommissioned lighthouse – view of Dounreay 
Nuclear Power Station along the coast to the east. Vast expanse of heather and gorse moorland to our 
backs, as far as the eye could see. 
Grey Seal, Skylark, Black Guillemot, Little Auk, Puffin, Razorbill, Common Tern, Artic Tern, Sandwich Tern, 
Grey Wagtail, Hooded Crow, Carrion Crow, Short-eared Owl, Kestrel, Siskin, Mistle Thrush, Great Black-
backed Gull, Herring Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black-headed Gull, Kittiwake, Pied Wagtail, Gannet, 
Arctic Tern, Common Tern. 
 
Cycle Stop 5. Reiss Sands, Caithness - ND348550 
Huge, sweeping, shallow, crescent shaped bay with miles of pristine white sand crystal clear water - should 
be a surfer’s paradise – we saw three other people on the beach. Late to arrive so not much time. 
Otter hunting and swimming around us as we swam!, Grey Seal, Arctic Tern, Sandwich Tern, Kestrel, Short 
Eared Owl, Black Guillemot, Kittiwake, Rook, Carrion Crow, Pied Wagtail, Peregrine, Grey Heron, Herring 
Gull, Gannet, Lesser Black-backed Gull 
 
Cycle Stop 6. Doll, Sutherland - NC888023 
You’d struggle to find this location even with a map and we have to thank a young man from Kincraig Fabrics 
in Brora for the directions. Small grassy plateau on a 30’ cliff with a small river and waterfall to our left and 
dense Gorse scrub around us – you wouldn’t have found us if we’d told you where we were! 
Otter, Grey Seal, Fulmar (small cliff face nesting colony comprising of 6 nests), Kittiwake, Stonechat, 
Oystercatcher, Whitethroat, Blackcap, Short-eared Owl, Buzzard, Arctic Tern, Sandwich Tern, Pied Wagtail, 
Blackbird, Rook, Great Black-backed Gull, Cormorant, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Eider, Rock Pipit, Meadow 
Pipit, Black Guillemot, Gannet, Black-headed Gull. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strathy Point 
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The final day saw us take a leisurely 40-mile cycle back into Inverness to complete our 516-mile ride at 
Inverness Castle. We had a long overdue appointment with a shower, razor, soft bed, food cooked in more 
than one pot and the not too insignificant matter of an England v Ukraine Quarter Final! The food and the 
beer flowed but despite our best intentions, we were all tucked up in bed for 10.30pm – broken but happy. 
 
As I mentioned earlier, I’ve been an occasional birder for many years but have only been taking it ‘seriously’ 
since June 2020. Whilst the above list might not seem too exciting or exotic to the more seasoned birder, 
there were eighteen birds, one mammal and a shark to add to my lifetime list. I’m sure that there were 
many birds and mammals that were within our sight and, had we had more time to sit still and watch, would 
probably have added significantly to this list such as Ptarmigan, Crossbill, Golden Eagle, Dotterel, Red-necked 
Phalarope, Long-tailed Skua…the list of what we didn’t see or couldn’t identify is endless! However, that 
said, who reading this wouldn’t be happy with adding eighteen birds to their lifetime list – I certainly was 
and my fellow ‘Left Footer’s certainly knew it! 
 
I’d certainly not recommend cycling around the NC500 unless your bike has at least a 500cc engine. 
However, if you’ve never been to some of these remote UK outposts, I’d certainly recommend a more 
leisurely visit and suggest that you take a scope! The midges were an East Coast problem and we mercifully 
left them behind when we cycled out of Ullapool. We had perfect weather for the whole eight days with 
almost no wind and relatively warm conditions. We did, however, have to knock frost off the tents after 
waking up after a night at Strathy point. It must have dropped to about 2 degrees overnight at the height of 
summer; it was certainly fresh! The trip might not have been as much fun if it had been blowing a gale, 
pouring with rain and freezing cold but then as birders and outdoor types you may disagree. We had a great 
9 days together and, overall, we managed to raise just over £3600 including Gift Aid for Myeloma UK (our 
best fundraising effort yet).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joe Makepeace Jnr, Joe Makepeace Snr, Ian Nickson, Mike Wilkinson, Eric Maddox, Chris Fackey, Simon Davis 

 
If you’d like to know a bit more about The My Left Foot Society escapades past and planned, please take a 
look at Instagram, Twitter, Facebook and Just Giving pages:- 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/500miles-and-12feet 
 
 

Joe Makepeace 
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/500miles-and-12feet
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Winmarleigh Moss 
 

Winmarleigh Moss SSSI nature reserve is Lancashire’s largest lowland raised peatland area. It is located in  

the north east of the Fylde, between the villages of Winmarleigh and Cockerham. Peatlands are a type of 

wetland that occur across the world. These naturally waterlogged bogs store vast amounts of carbon; twice 

as much carbon as all the world’s forests (UN Environment Programme). When peatlands are drained (or dry 

out) they release carbon into the atmosphere and contribute to greenhouse gases. Therefore, it is important 

that peatlands remain wet. Peatland areas also contain unique flora and fauna. At Winmarleigh Moss you 

can find carnivorous plants (e.g. Round-leaved Sundew), sphagnum mosses (e.g. Golden Bog Moss), rare 

butterflies (e.g. Large Heath Butterfly), amphibians and Common Lizard. Winmarleigh Moss also has the 

highest concentration of breeding Willow Warblers and Meadow Pipits in the Fylde. 

In the past, Winmarleigh Moss suffered serious degradation as it was drained and exploited for peat 

extraction. The Moss was drying out and losing its important animal and plant-life. However, English Nature 

and Lancashire Wildlife Trust (LWT) have worked intensely over a number of years to restore the unique 

qualities of the Moss. LWT have constructed more than 4km of peat bunding to reduce water loss and retain 

water on the Moss. In addition, LWT is working collaboratively with Care-Peat to create a ‘carbon farm’ on 

farmland adjacent to Winmarleigh Moss; i.e. growing sphagnum moss to capture and store carbon. Care-

Peat is a project aimed at reducing carbon emissions and restoring the carbon storage capacity of peatlands 

across North West Europe. If you would like to know more, please use the links below:  

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/peatlands-store-twice-much-carbon-all-worlds-

forests 

https://www.lancswt.org.uk/nature-reserves/winmarleigh-cockerham-moss 

 https://www.lancswt.org.uk/news/pioneering-winmarleigh-carbon-farm-fighting-climate-change 

https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/care-peat-carbon-loss-reduction-from-peatlands-an-

integrated-approach 

 
Kinta Beaver 

November 2021 
 

  

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/peatlands-store-twice-much-carbon-all-worlds-forestss
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/peatlands-store-twice-much-carbon-all-worlds-forestss
https://www.lancswt.org.uk/nature-reserves/winmarleigh-cockerham-moss
https://www.lancswt.org.uk/news/pioneering-winmarleigh-carbon-farm-fighting-climate-change
https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/care-peat-carbon-loss-reduction-from-peatlands-an-integrated-approach
https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/care-peat-carbon-loss-reduction-from-peatlands-an-integrated-approach
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Next Meeting – Tuesday 21st December  
Xmas Quiz, Buffet & Social 

 
The December meeting will take place at 7:45 pm at Fylde Cricket Club in Poulton (Moorland Road, Poulton 

le Fylde, FY6 7EU). This meeting will also take place on-line using Zoom. If you are planning on attending 

the Xmas meeting please don’t forget to let us know that you are attending and if you would like 

Lancashire Hot Pot or Vegetable Lasagne. We need to know numbers for catering purposes by 

Thursday 16th December. Please contact Paul Slade directly with your preference: 

sladey67@yahoo.com, 07970 986904 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Nominations for Committee 

 

The 2021 Fylde Bird Club Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place on Tuesday 25th January 2022. The 

AGM will include election of Officers for 2022. The current committee includes Paul Slade (Chairman), Paul 

Ellis (Secretary), Kinta Beaver (Treasurer & Membership Secretary), Jolyon Barlow, Malcolm Evans and Ian 

Walker; all current committee members are willing to stand again in 2022. The Bird Club’s Honorary Auditor 

is Jim Wacey and Jim is willing to audit the accounts again for the 2021-2022 financial year.  

There is a potential opportunity for a member to join the committee. New nominations for a place on the 

committee will need to be submitted to the Secretary, Paul Ellis,  (paul.ellis24@btopenworld.com) no less 

than one week prior to the AGM (Tuesday 18th January), including a short description of how the nominee 

will benefit the Club’s programme of work. Nominations will not be accepted on the night of the AGM. The 

nominations must be made by the nominee themselves and not by a third party. All committee members are 

extremely active and jobs are distributed according to skillset, knowledge and experience. Computer literacy 

is essential as committee meetings currently take place on Zoom and many of the Clubs jobs involve a 

requirement for Internet access and communication by e-mail.  

The Fylde Bird Club is a Registered Charity and committee members are also charity trustees. Charity 
trustees share responsibility for governing a charity and directing how it is managed and run. For more 
information on the roles and responsibilities of charity trustees please visit the Charity Commission website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-essential-trustee-what-you-need-to-know-cc3 
 
If you would like to discuss a position on the committee in more detail please contact Paul Slade 
(sladey67@yahoo.com) or Paul Ellis (paul.ellis24@btopenworld.com) to arrange an informal chat. 
 
The AGM agenda will be sent out to all members prior to the meeting. Please note that the ‘Any Other 
Business’ (AOB) item, at the end of the agenda, refers only to matters relating to the running of the Club. 
AOB items for inclusion must be submitted to the Secretary, Paul Ellis, (paul.ellis24@btopenworld.com,  
07788 264116) prior to the meeting. Please submit AOB items by Tuesday 18th January. There will be no 
discussion of AOB items that are not related to the running of the Club and that have not been submitted in 
advance of the meeting.  

 
 

mailto:sladey67@yahoo.com
mailto:paul.ellis24@btopenworld.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-essential-trustee-what-you-need-to-know-cc3
mailto:sladey67@yahoo.com
mailto:paul.ellis24@btopenworld.com
mailto:paul.ellis24@btopenworld.com
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Dates for your Diary 
 
The January, February and March meetings will take place at the Fylde Cricket Club and will also use the 
Zoom facility. Dates are given below (start time 7.45pm). If, for any reason, the meetings will not be 
permitted to go ahead at the Cricket Club then we will continue to use Zoom and will contact members prior 
to the meeting dates.  

 
Tuesday 25th January: AGM and “Shetland” with Paul Ellis & Paul Slade 
 

 
Join Paul Slade and Paul Ellis as they give a brief presentation on the rare birds 
encountered on a week-long trip to Shetland in September/October 2021. Shetland is 
certainly remote, lying 93 miles north of the Scottish mainland, but is popular with 
birdwatchers and tourists alike. Shetland is popular in summer when the seabird 
colonies are at their peak. In autumn, the seabird cliffs may be empty, but the peak 
rarity period falls between the last two weeks of September and the first two weeks 
of October.  

 
 
 

Tuesday 22nd February: "52 Shades of Green" (wildlife weekends in Britain) with James Lowen 
(via Zoom).  
 

 
Britain hums with exciting wildlife experiences, which makes our country simply 
perfect for short staycations. Drawing on his best-selling book ‘52 wildlife weekends: a 
year of Britain's best wildlife-watching breaks’, award-winning nature writer James will 
escort us the length and breadth of the country to share Britain's very best wildlife-
watching breaks: from puffins to porpoises, otters to orchids, and frogs to fritillaries.  

 
 
 

 
Tuesday 22nd March: “Brazil's Atlantic Forest” with Malcolm Evans  
 

The talk will focus on a trip to Brazil by several club members in January 2020. 
Though drastically reduced in area due to clearance for agriculture (only 
around 10% of the original area now exists), the Atlantic Forest remains an area 
characterised by high biodiversity with many of its species occurring nowhere 
else in the world. Using a range of superb photographs, taken by members of 
our group, we will explore a wide variety of spectacular bird species including 
hummingbirds, tanagers, toucanets, trogons and many more. 


