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Well, what a year 2020 has been. Unlike any other, predictable only in its unpredictability. 

Nevertheless, 2020 has also proved to be a fantastic year for Fylde birding, both through the 

quality of the birds sighted in our recording area and through the leaps and bounds the bird 

club has made as we continue to expand our work and reach. On the latter point 2020 has 

indeed been a record breaker, with club membership reaching a new high of 195 members! 

Each and every one of you is an important part of what makes this club special, and it is a 

testament to the hard work of the committee and membership that the club is proving to be 

so popular and enjoyed. On the birding front, an incredible three new species for the Fylde 

were found during the year - Blyth’s Reed Warbler in June, Gull-billed Tern in August and 

Pallid Swift in November, whilst many of us fell back in love with garden birding during 

lockdown; even the smallest birding moments can bring immense joy during difficult times. 

Thankfully 2021 is just around the corner and already things are looking brighter. I am 

excited to see what the year has in store for the club and Fylde birding as a whole, and I 

hope to see you all back at the first physical FBC meeting when allowed to resume.  

In this edition, Ken Green provides the second instalment of the Fylde Garden Birding Series, 

Paul Ellis describes the finding of a Fylde first and a fantastic self-found wader double act, 

and I take a look at the enigma that is Fylde Willow and Marsh Tit sightings.    

Stay safe and good birding. 

Jonny Scragg 

news@fyldebirdclub.org 
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Recent Sightings – September to November 2020 
 

September 

Sea watching at Starr Gate produced a juvenile Long tailed Skua heading north and a Great Northern 
Diver flying south on the 3rd. Starr Gate also provided 26 Arctic Skuas during the month. All bar one 
were before the 13th and included a group of 6 on the 10th.  The following records also came from Starr 
Gate: 2 Pomarine Skuas On the 11th ; 24 Fulmars during the first two weeks with a peak of 11 past on 
the 12th;  11 Leach’s Petrels between the 4th and the 12th, when the best count of 5 was made, and a 
Shag heading south on the 23rd. 

Two Yellow-legged Gulls, an adult and a 3rd winter, frequented Cocker’s Dyke throughout the month. 
Mediterranean Gulls were plentiful throughout the month with a peak of 23 on the River Wyre on the 
20th.  

Following a poor showing last winter the first two Barnacle Geese of the winter were at Pilling Lane 
Ends on the 6th, followed by a group of 11 roosting on the beach with the pinkfeet at Pilling Lane on 
the 28th.  Two Pale-bellied Brent Geese moved south past Starr Gate on the 25th followed by 3 north 
past there the next day. Just 4 Garganey were seen, beginning with a male at Laithwaite flood on the 
6th followed by a juvenile at Saltcoates on the 18th and two at Marton Mere from 21st to the 25th.  

A Cattle Egret was present on Warton Marsh during the first week of the month. Although a couple of 
Great White Egrets have become an expected part of the furniture at Warton Bank, a group of 6 
together at Fairhaven saltmarsh on the 21st was notable. The Bitterns at Marton Mere were very 
elusive, providing  just one sighting on the 23rd.  

Two Spotted Redshanks were at Freckleton 
Naze on the 8th and another was at the same 
site on the 26th. September is the month for 
Curlew Sandpipers and this was a good year;  
the largest counts were 19 on a flood at 
Laithwaite and 8 on the beach between Knott 
End and Cocker’s Dyke. On the 13th the first 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper for 26 years was 
found on a flood at Winmarleigh together with 
a Pectoral Sandpiper. Unfortunately, the Buff-
breast was a one day only bird. However, other 
notable birds on the same flood included 3 
Little Stints and 6 Curlew Sandpipers.   

On the 26th two Pectoral Sandpipers were found on nearby floods at Saltcotes, Lytham. The following 
day they re-appeared together and remained until the month’s end. This proved to be another 
spontaneous hotspot, which also attacted a Little Stint, a Wood Sandpiper, 14 Ruff and 3 Green 
Sandpipers. Elsewhere, a further 19 Green Sandpipers were present including groups of 7 each at the 
Naze Pool on the 6th  and Little Plumpton on the 16th.  The first Jack Snipe of the Autumn was seen at 
Pilling Lane Ends on the 20th. 

An Osprey moved west over Pilling Lane to Knott End on the 4th. There were three records of single 
Hobbys commencing with one over Winmarleigh on the 5th followed by another over Cleveleys on the 
9th and the last over Preesall Flashes on the 20th. Typically, all were brief sightings. On the 27th a 
juvenile Hen Harrier moved south east high over Cockersand. 
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Three passage Short-eared Owls were logged comprising birds at Rossall School on the 1st, Pilling Lane 
on the 13th and Fairhaven Dunes on the 15th.  

Away from their usual haunts, Cettis Warblers were singing at Wheel Lane, Pilling, on 1st and Glasson 
on 21st. Large numbers of Coal Tits were on the move from the 22nd when 18 passed through Fairhaven 
followed by 35 at Newton Marsh and 11 at Warton Bank on the 27th and another 16 in Louie Horrocks 
Park, Blackpool, on the 29th. 

The first Redwings of the autumn were heard over Pilling Lane after dark on the 27th. Also on the 27th 
the first Whooper Swans of the winter returned with 24 over Cockersand and 15 over Newton Marsh. 
Visible Migration (VisMig) watches at Fairhaven produced 3 Tree Pipits on the 14th.  Bank End almost 
monopolised Yellow Wagtail records where at least 4 different birds were seen between the 1st and 
the 13th. The only other record was a VisMig single over Fairhaven on the 21st.  

 

October 

A Black-throated Diver flew south past Starr Gate on 17th. This remains a most difficult species to 
connect with on the Fylde. The same location accounted for single Great Northern Divers on the 18th 
and 29th, the month’s only Arctic Skua on the 9th, a Pomarine and a Great Skua on the 7th, a Leach’s 
Petrel flying south on the 9th, a Black Guillemot flying north past there on the 12th, and 48 Little Gulls 
moving south on the 27th.  The adult Yellow-legged Gull remained at Cocker’s Dyke all month. 

An impressive flock of 45 Barnacle Geese came across the bay and over Pilling Lane Ends on the 18th. 
And, two days later, 6 passed Starr Gate. 13 seen flying down river at Warton on the 13th may have 
been wild or feral. At the end of the month a single bird was with the Pinkfeet in the Lytham Moss 
area. A juvenile Greenland White-fronted Goose added interest to the goose flock on Lytham Moss 
from the 23rd to the  29th. On the 27th an adult was also with the flock. The star of this show was 
undoubtedly a Todd’s Canada Goose that was present on the 25th only. 

A single Tundra Bean Goose was on the mud flats off Pilling Lane Ends on the 25th.  A Pale-bellied 
Brent Goose flew north past Starr Gate on the 3rd followed by two on the 12th and three on the 29th. 
Elsewhere, two were at Cockersand on the 20th and three showed well on the river bank at Knott 
End on the 27th. On the 17th two Dark-bellied Brent Geese flew up river at Warton.  A Ruddy 
Shelduck flew south with Shelduck past Starr Gate on the 26th. However, the status of this species 
remains controversional. A single Garganey was again at Marton Mere on the 8th and 9th.  A first  
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winter Long-tailed Duck arrived on Conder 
Pool on the 2nd and stayed all month where 
it proved very popular.   

A first winter Scaup settled on Fairhaven Lake 
from the 18th to the month’s end and a female 
was noted on Stanley Park on the 31st .  

The two Bitterns at Marton Mere become 
more showy and at least one was seen on 
seven dates. 11 Cattle Egrets were at 
Freckleton on the 7th but by the 28th  the total 
reached a remarkable 16 and two more were 
at Thurnham. 

Two Green Sandpipers continued to be seen in the Newton Marsh Freckleton Naze area and another 
two remained at Saltcotes. Also at Saltcotes the two Pectoral Sandpipers were still there on the 1st 
but reduced to one from the 2nd to the 4th, the Little Stint stayed until the 2nd and at least two Ruff 
remained until the 21st.  

A second calender year Hen Harrier 
appeared on Warton Marsh on the 16th 
and remained on the river throughout 
the month.  

October provided another three sightings 
of Short-eared Owls but again none 
lingered: Pilling Lane Ends on 16th, 
Cockersand on 20th and Lytham Moss on 
27th.  Three late Swallows were still sitting 
on wires at Cuddy Hill on the 29th. 

Remarkably, there were two records of Willow Tit. The 
first was at Haslam Park, Preston, on the 12th and the 
second from a newly established feeding station on 
Carr House Green Common on the 16th. These 
represent the first records on the Fylde since 2017. The 
strong Coal Tit passage continued into October.  In 
Blackpool there were 45 in Watson Road Park on the 
2nd and 20 were in Devonshire Road Rock Gardens on 
the 3rd. There were five records of single Yellow-
browed Warblers from the 2nd to the 7th, in line with a 
national influx of the species. All were close to the 
coast, comprising two in Fleetwood, two in Blackpool 
and one at Glasson. 

The first Fieldfares returned on the 11th and flocks of up to 400 were noted moving over during the 
remainder of the month. The last Wheatear of the year was on Bispham Cliffs on the 19th. 

A total of 15 passage Bramblings were logged from scattered sites during the later half of the month 
but none lingered. Two Crossbills moved east over Fairhaven during a VisMig session on the 20th. The  
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first two Twite of the winter returned to Bank End on the 8th followed by four at Pilling Lane on the 
23rd.  

 

November 

On the 1st, a Great Northern Diver seen flying 
high inland over Cockerham, was a most 
unexpected sighting. At Starr Gate 35 Red-
throated Divers flew south on the 11th and 
another 32 also flew south there on the 27th. Also 
at Starr Gate, the month’s only Arctic Skua 
passed by on the 2nd;  Shag was on the sea on the 
6th  and a Bewick’s Swan flew south on the 7th. 

Over 900 Whooper Swans were enjoying field 
floods between Cockerham and Eagland Hill on 
the 9th. The single Barnacle Goose was still with 
the Pinkfeet in the Lytham Moss area until the 
10th; later in the month, on the 23rd, three were 
present. Another four were with Pinkfeet Over Wyre, off Head Dyke Lane, eating old potatoes on the 
15th and a flock of at least 19 were on Pilling Marsh on the 25th. Two Brent Geese flew south past 
Anchorsholme on the 1st and a single Dark-bellied was with Shelduck  at Barnaby’s Sands on the 15th.  
Three Pale bellied Brents flew south past Starr Gate on the 19th.  Following last month’s Greenland 
Whitefronted Geese on Lytham Moss, an adult Russian White-front was found there with the Pinkfeet 
on the 10th followed by a juvenile on the 23rd.  On the 27th, a drake Green-winged Teal was a nice find 
on a flood just north of Carr House Green Common, where it remained until the 30th at least. The 
Conder Green Long-tailed Duck remained all month and became noticeably paler. Examining the 
November records of Pochard illustrates just how scarce this duck has become; there were just five 
different single birds recorded. Scaup is generally considered a scarce species but it matched Pochard, 
with five birds recorded. Up to four were on Fairhaven Lake and another was at Myerscough Quarry 
on the 21st.  All were females or first winter birds. 

The adult Yellow-legged Gull remained at Cocker’s Dyke until at least the 19th. 

The two Bitterns remained at Marton Mere all month.  The 16 Cattle Egrets were still at Freckleton on 
the 1st but they moved on during the following week, as did the two at Thurnham. 

Up to five Green Sandpipers were in the Clifton / Newton Marsh area in the first half of the month. In 
addition, one was at Winmarleigh on the 18th and three were at Carr House Green Common at the 
month’s end. A late Little Stint was at Freckleton on the 8th.  Single Purple Sandpipers were seen at 
Starr Gate on the 1st and 8th and just one returned to the regular wintering site on the sea wall at 
Bispham, where it remained all month. Two Ruff were on Newton Marsh on the 22nd providing hope 
that some may over winter. Also raising  hopes of another wintering bird; a Spotted Redshank was on 
a field flood at Thurnham on the 18th but to date it hasn’t been seen again. 

The second calendar year Hen Harrier remained on Warton Marsh throught the month. A ringtail was 
seen from the 10th to the 25th and on the 26th a second male was present. Up to three Marsh Harriers 
and three Merlins added to the spectacle. A Red Kite was seen over Churchtown on the 11th.  

High tides pushed single Short-eared Owls out of Warton Marsh on the 13th and 16th, and on the 17th 
two were seen. 
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Another first for the Fylde appeared over Pilling 
Lane on the 14th, in the shape of a Pallid Swift. 
However, the bird was only around for an hour 
and only identified from photographs later that 
night.  

Four Black Redstarts were found this month 
starting with a male at a building site in Poulton 
on the 12th followed by another male on farm 
buildings at Bank End on the 19th, an adult male 
on the strand line at Warton Bank on the 22nd and 
finally a female / immature type on Lytham Moss 
on the 27th.  None stayed longer than a day. 

The Willow Tit continued to visit the feeding station on Carr House Green Common all month but was 
very elusive. 

Up to three Water Pipits were present on Warton Marsh throughout the month.  

Three Bramblings passed east over Fairhaven Dunes during a VisMig watch on the 7th and another 
visited a Fleetwood garden on the 22nd. Twite returned in force with a maximum count of 110 at Bank 
End on the 23rd and 102 at Pilling Lane on the 27th. It would be interesting to prove whether or not 
these are definitely different flocks.  It was a good month for Snow Buntings with up to five at Rossall 
Point until the 19th and four at Cockersand until the 26th.  
 
 

 

 

Photo credits: Buff-breasted Sandpiper and Pectoral Sandpiper (Paul Ellis), Todd’s Canada Goose 

(Frank Bird), Pale-bellied Brent Geese (Paul Ellis), Long-tailed Duck (Paul Ellis), Pectoral Sandpipers 

(Paul Ellis), Willow Tit (Paul Slade), Great Northern Diver (Paul Slade), Pallid Swift (Paul Ellis), Black 

Redstart (Paul Ellis) and Snow Bunting (Paul Ellis).  
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All records extracted from the Club’s Sighting’s Page on our website at  

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx 

 

To add your sightings, log-on using 

Username: lapwing  and Password: lapwing 

 

A reminder both to existing members and for new contributors to the Club’s on line Sightings 

Page, please do not publish sightings of the following: 

• Peregrine roost or nest sites 

• The exact location of any bird’s nest 

• Brown Hare sightings 

Please continue to send any sightings of the above by email to news@fyldebirdclub.org. 

 

Paul Ellis 

  

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
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Blyth’s Reed Warbler at Knott End - A New Fylde Bird 

 

During the last week of May 2020 an unprecedented 11 Blyth’s Reed Warblers were found at widely 

scattered localities around Britain. Sustained easterly winds prevailed into the start of June and Chris 

Batty predicted that a Blyth’s Reed Warbler was on its way to us on the Fylde. On the morning of the 

1st of June, Chris set out to check scrubby habitat around Knott End, with the specific aim of finding a 

Blyth’s Reed Warbler. 

At around 8:40 am he had checked a plot of scrub close to the sea wall off Hawkshead Close but had 

to leave to collect his wife. However, as he was pulling away in his van, he heard a bird singing distantly 

that instantly grabbed his attention. As I live less than a mile away, Chris called me excitedly to say he 

had a probable Blyth’s Reed Warbler, but he had to leave imminently. When I arrived, Chris was 

confident of the identification and had deployed sound recording devices to gather the vital evidence, 

but after I had heard only a couple of very brief snippets of song it fell silent. To complicate matters 

the area was actively being fenced-off and the unseen bird wasn’t close to the path. Caution was 

required owing to the similarity with Marsh Warbler’s song, which had caused confusion with records 

elsewhere during the past week. Chris had to leave to keep his appointment and wasn’t sure if he had 

obtained any useful recordings. I wandered around the area for over an hour trying to re-locate the 

bird without hearing it again.  As time slipped by, I started to think we had lost this one. However, 

eventually I re-found it singing from a scrub patch 200 yards to the east, north of Pilling Lane. The song 

sounded good to me as it included the distinctive rising scale elements. However, I still couldn’t see it. 

Chris returned, now certain that it was a Blyth’s Reed Warbler and the news was released. It took over 

two hours from Chris finding the bird for us to see it at all but eventually we both managed some brief 

views.  

The owner of the adjacent house on Pilling Lane very kindly allowed visiting birders into his garden 

from where we could look into the scrub and, with persistence, obtain some record shots and good 

views.  Chris managed to secure good sound recordings. A good number of local birders managed to  



 

9 
 

 

get to the site before dark. I think everyone heard it and most managed to see it, but it was a real 

skulker. It would move long distances through the bramble thickets singing along the way but staying 

completely out of sight. Occasionally it would appear in a bush, where brief views were possible. Chris 

left recorders out on the garden fence and it last sang at 9:30 pm. It had moved on by the next 

morning. 

This is the first record for the Fylde and, depending on which map you respect, the first for Lancashire. 

There was an over-wintering bird in Leigh in 2019, which was previously in Lancashire but is now within 

Greater Manchester.  

Blyth’s Reed Warblers are expanding their range westwards and, if the current trend continues, 

perhaps they’ll become a regular overshooting migrant or even colonist? 

 

The right hand picture shows the very short primary projection and, critically, the relatively short 

second primary (P2), which is shorter than the 3rd (P3) and 4th (P4). A Reed Warbler would have a P2 

of equal length to P4. A Marsh Warbler has a much longer primary projection and, due to the complete 

winter moult occurring later in the in winter, the primaries would be noticeably fresher than in this 

bird. 

Paul Ellis (incorporating comments from Chris Batty) 
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Fylde Garden Birding Series - Ken Green 

After reading the interesting article in the latest newsletter by Peter Rhind, I decided I would write a 

similar article on our garden in Fleetwood. We moved to Fleetwood in April 2018 from Hornby into a 

bungalow in the middle of a housing estate on the south side near Rossall.  The garden was a blank 

canvas measuring just under sixty feet by thirty five feet and a combination of half wet grass and the 

other half flags. 

We brought quite a number of plants with us (we 

even had one van just for the plants before the 

furniture came in) including many mature shrubs and 

small trees which were placed around the garden 

waiting to be planted and it was in one of the Acers 

that on the 4th May a male Redstart was seen.  

In the first few months we had Woodpigeons, 

Herring Gulls and singles of Blue Tit, Blackbird and 

Magpie. A pair of Great Tits were feeding four young 

and two young Blackbirds were seen together with 

Speckled Wood and Holly Blue butterflies. 

The rest of the year, and up to March 2019, I spent 

the time changing the whole of the garden. First, I 

took up the grass and half of the flags, then double 

dug the garden incorporating the grass turfs and 

used the flags to create paths before planting many 

young trees and mature shrubs, including berry bearing ones for the birds and plenty of flowers for 

the butterflies and other insects.  

Two small ponds were dug, one three foot by eighteen inches and only two inches deep for birds to 

bathe in. The other one is six foot by three foot and again only three inches deep at one end and 

shelving down to eighteen inches, the deeper part is planted, and it is hoped that we will encourage 

damselflies and dragonflies over time. 

The ponds have proved very entertaining with Blackbird, Dunnock, Woodpigeon, Blue and Great 

Tits together with Robin and Magpie using them on a regular basis. They have also attracted 

(though not really welcome) a pair of Mallard which 

attempt to breed every year in a neighbour’s garden. 

By the end of 2018 we had had quite a good number 

of species in the garden including Pied Wagtail, Grey 

Wagtail, Great-spotted Woodpecker and 

Sparrowhawk, with a sighting of a Gannet going over 

in a September gale. 

In January 2019, both male and female Blackcaps 

were seen from mid-month until April. Other birds 

added to the list were Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, 

Goldcrest and a male Reed Bunting. Butterflies were 

now coming to feed on the flowers around the garden including Small Copper and, in August, up to  
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twenty Painted Ladies when the influx arrived in Britain. We were pleased to see Common Blue 

Damselfly, female Common Darter, male Migrant Hawker and Humming-bird Hawk-moth, the 

latter on three occasions. We also had our first Little Egret in flight over in April and have only had 

one sighting since. 

Bird species were increasing with Sand Martin, House Martin, Swallow and Swift seen in the 

summer months together with the common garden species. We put up feeders during the year and, 

although it took some time for numbers to build up, by the end of the year both Goldfinch and 

Greenfinch were seen in double figures, also small parties of Long-tailed Tits put in an appearance 

on the odd occasion. 

On 1st January 2020, whilst having coffee before going birding for the day, a male Blackcap came in 

to feed on the Mahonia flowers. This is a wonderful plant for autumn and winter flowers, we have 

had Blue Tits, Great Tits, Robins and Blackcaps feeding on the nectar/pollen. Blackcaps seem to 

winter in the gardens along our avenue and are regular visitors throughout with two males and a 

female feeding together in January. In the first three months of the year, Reed Buntings appeared 

on six occasions with five males together on the 14th March. But one of the best birds seen was a 

juvenile Little Gull flying over in February. 

With the onset of Covid-19 we were thankful for the garden 

and spent so much time working in it and just sitting and 

watching the birds and insects. We had a Brimstone Butterfly 

and a female Broad-bodied Chaser dragonfly and, in July, a 

juvenile Lesser Redpoll, whist in August we had Willow 

Warblers on a few days and a Garden Warbler in mid-month. 

I purchased a moth trap at the end of 2019 and have used it 

as often as I can and recorded 155 species so far including a 

female Convolvulus Hawk-moth (left). 

When we first moved in and the garden was bare, with hardly 

any birds except for flyovers, we were quite down hearted 

but now, two and a half years down the line and after a lot of 

work on the garden, we have recorded 14 species of butterfly 

and had 36 bird species in the garden plus a further 36 

species over. Some of the ones that only occur occasionally 

are Starling, Chaffinch, House Sparrow, and Great-spotted 

Woodpecker. The flyovers include Peregrine, Buzzard, 

Shelduck and Raven, Mute Swan, Whooper Swan and Ring-

necked Parakeet only once. The common ones being 

Oystercatcher, Greylag Geese and, in autumn, Pink-footed 

Geese and Meadow Pipits. This spring I also heard Common 

Scoter on two occasions.  

When we moved into Fleetwood we could only hope to see the commoner birds that you find on a 

housing estate but by watching the garden daily and keeping records we are amazed at what we 

have seen in a short space of time.  
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Before I started writing this article, on the Saturday morning of Storm Alex, we were sat having a 

coffee and looking out of the window, when I noticed a small warbler flitting around in the apple 

tree.  By the time I picked up my bins, it flew across the garden and into a purple leaved cherry at 

the bottom of the garden where it sat in the open for ten seconds or so giving excellent views and at 

this point both my wife and I said Yellow-browed Warbler.  It then flew back across the garden into 

a neighbours Alder tree where it stayed flitting around for a few minutes before flying off in an 

easterly direction, by far the best bird for the garden so far but who knows what may happen in the 

future.     

 The Herring Gull is probably one of the commonest 

birds to breed on the roofs around us and is also by far 

the noisiest, which took us some time to adjust to 

being wakened at four or five in the morning. I 

suppose we were used to Robins, Blackbirds and all 

the other morning choristers we had been used to 

when we lived at Hornby, we have now got used to it 

and enjoy living by the coast.  

 

 

Ken Green 

We happily welcome any and all submissions from our members for upcoming ‘Fylde Garden Birding 

Series’ features. Articles can follow the same format as those from Peter and Ken or be something 

entirely different. Please email your finished article to news@fyldebirdclub.org.  

  

mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
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Willow Tit and Marsh Tit - Two Decades of Fylde Records 

A small black-capped tit dives in to grab a peanut from the feeder, before darting off into the 

undergrowth just as quickly as it came. Thus, the ID conundrum begins; was it a Willow Tit or was it a 

Marsh Tit? This species pair presents one of the trickiest identification challenges for UK birders, 

posing a headache for beginners and experienced birders alike.  

Although similar in appearance, good field views or photographs can help provide a solid 

identification, as exhibited below. 

 

Willow Tit (left - Geoff Gradwell) and Marsh Tit (right - Jonny Scragg) - Differentiating characteristics 

include cap colour (Marsh has a distinctly glossier black cap than the matt black of Willow), cheek 

colour (the whiter ear covert of Marsh gives it a much paler cheek appearance), and perhaps most 

reliably, Marsh displays a white edge to the lower mandible which appears as an obvious pale spot at 

the base of the bill. 

Besides visual attributes, the best way of separating the two is to listen out for their calls, these 

being easily distinguishable between the two species. 

Unfortunately, the similarities between Willow Tit and Marsh Tit are not limited to appearances; 

both have suffered dramatic population declines at a national level over the past few decades. It is 

estimated that since 1970 the UK Willow Tit population has decreased by at least 94%, whilst Marsh 

Tit has not fared much better, exhibiting a 72% decline in population over the same time period. This 

has led to a large range contraction of both species.  

This national decline has been mirrored in a decline in Fylde records, with both now being less-than-

annual visitors to our recording area. However, by taking a close look at sightings of these species 

since the turn of the century we can see that, despite the paucity of records, they might not be gone 

for good.  
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Willow Tit 

Since 2000 a minimum of seven Willow Tits have been sighted within the Fylde, all occurring in the 

far south-east of our recording area.  

Date Site Detail 

27th October - 5th November 2004, 

16th December 2005 - 1st March 2006, 

5th - 7th September 2006 

21st - 28th January 2007 

Cottam Brickworks Presumed same 

21st March 2007 Greyfriars  

2nd November 2009 - 27th April 2010, 

25th October 2010 - 28th April 2011 

Cottam Brickworks Same, trapped and ringed 
as a 1st winter 

6th February - 21st March 2013 Cottam Brickworks  

24th September - 31st October 2017 Savick Park  

12th October 2020 Haslam Park  

16th October 2020 - time of writing Carr House Green Common  

 

 

The regularity and minimal distribution of records leaves little doubt that Willow Tit is still managing 

to cling on as a breeding species in the Preston borough, possibly even within the FBC recording area 

itself. It is interesting to note that all of the sightings since 2010 were initially found when they 

visited bird feeders in the winter months. This suggests a degree of post-breeding dispersal, a 

behaviour only exhibited to a small extent in Willow Tit, meaning it is likely these birds are breeding 

close to where they are subsequently being found later in the year. 

Birders frequenting this corner of the Fylde should be listening out for the tell-tale nasal call of 

Willow Tit, particularly in areas with patches of woodland and dense scrub. A search of suitable 

habitat in the early spring could provide ample reward for a dedicated individual or two! 
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Marsh Tit 

Like Willow Tit there have been seven records of Marsh Tit in the Fylde since 2000, involving eight 

individuals. However, unlike Willow, the sightings of Marsh Tit are spread far and wide. 

Date Site Detail 

19th September 2000 Swillbrook  

6th February 2001 Ellel Grange  

10th - 25th September 2005,  

16th December 2005, 

17th February - 22nd March 2006 

Warton Bank Presumed same, two birds initially then 
one thereafter, regularly coming to a 
feeder in the orchard 

7th April 2007 Rawcliffe Hall Trapped and ringed 

26th October 2011 Warton Bank  

3rd - 10th December 2016, 

6th - 24th March 2017 

Warton Bank Presumed same 

18th October 2018 Fairhaven Dunes Presumed migrant individual moving east 
through the dunes along with 23 Coal Tit  

The 2001 Ellel Grange individual 

represented the last sighting of the 

species in its last proper Fylde haunt, 

although birds are still occasionally 

observed just the other side of the M6 in 

Over Wyresdale. The remaining 

Lancashire stronghold of the species is to 

be found in the limestone foothills 

around Silverdale and Leighton Moss. 

Marsh Tits are more prone to post-

breeding dispersal than Willow, which 

may account for the 2007 Rawcliffe Hall 

record, whilst it is impossible to guess 

just how far the 2018 migrant at 

Fairhaven Dunes had travelled, or where 

it ended up! 

However, it is the three records from 

Warton Bank that hold the most intrigue 

from a continued Fylde perspective. One 

record of a wintering bird could be 

accepted as a one off, two records at the 

same site would raise eyebrows, but three records each spaced five years apart…  where are they 

coming from? At first glance the wider Warton area does not appear to be blessed with swathes of 

suitable Marsh Tit habitat able to support a small breeding population, but they are clearly out 

there! Like Willow Tit, a dedicated individual might be lucky enough to solve this Fylde enigma. 

Jonny Scragg 
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American Wader Double Act Over Wyre 

 

Juvenile Buff-breasted Sandpiper 

Early in September we had been subjected to heavy rain, forming extensive field floods all over the 

Fylde. I, and others, had been watching them and good numbers of Curlew Sandpipers and many 

commoner waders had been found, along with a Garganey amongst hundreds of Teal. 

At the end of the month’s second week the floods were beginning to recede, producing ideal 

conditions for passage waders. In addition, there had been a quite a few records of Pectoral 

Sandpipers around the UK and, with this species squarely in my sights, I was keen to get out and 

resume the search of the local area. However, I found myself employed with DIY jobs that needed 

completing while the weather was dry and with family  visiting. 

On the afternoon of Sunday 13th, I finally got out with my ‘scope for a look round. I headed to the flood 

at Whitter’s Lane at Winmarleigh, which looked very ‘tasty’ on my last visit. However, I considered my 

chances of finding anything noteworthy as slim, because I reasoned, by Sunday afternoon the site 

would have had a weekend of grilling by others. When I arrived, I was a little surprised to find no one 

else was there. I set my ‘scope up and the first bird I looked at was a juvenile Pectoral Sandpiper! I 

couldn’t believe it, that was exactly what I was hoping for. The light was terrible, looking into the sun, 

with glare off the water and I double checked all the features I could see to make sure that I wasn’t 

kidding myself. Happy it really was one, I put the news out and started to look around for other birds. 

The very next three birds I focused on were Little Stints and, by this date, there had only been two 

records this year on the Fylde, so they were most welcome. Then everything got up and flew round 

and round. Thankfully the birds landed again and as no one else had arrived yet, I frantically tried to 

re-locate the ’Pec’.  

While searching for the ‘Pec’, I came upon a small wader crouching in long grass. Again, the light was 

against and the range was distant enough but I immediately thought: ‘this looks like a Buff-breast’, 

(Buff-breasted Sandpiper).  Surely not, this time I really must be kidding myself, ‘you’ve had your luck 

for today’, I told myself. However, try as I might, I couldn’t turn it into a Ruff or anything else but the 

bird was sitting still, back on and not giving any more clues. I phoned Chris Batty, who was on his way,  
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to say that I might have a ‘Buff-breast’ as well. Just as Chris drove up, the bird stood up and gave a 

better view and there was no doubt about it. It really was  a juvenile Buff-breasted Sandpiper! 

Thankfully, it stayed until Chris parked up and could get a look at it. At this point I hadn’t managed to 

obtain any useful photographs, owing to the long range and poor light, so I was thankful that someone 

had turned out to back up, what were otherwise looking like, outrageous claims! Then they all flew 

round again. The news was put out and, while we waited for birders to arrive, we relocated the 

Pectoral and Buff-breasted Sandpipers. I think everyone who arrived that afternoon saw both 

eventually, even though all the birds continued to periodically take flight and land in different spots. 

On a few occasions the Pec and Buff-breast landed next to each other, allowing direct comparisons 

and record shots of the pair.  

 

Juvenile Pectoral Sandpiper (front) and juvenile Buff-breasted Sandpiper (back) 

The collection of waders on this flood also included 6 juvenile Curlew Sandpipers, 6 Ruff, a Bar-tailed 

Godwit, 6 Black-tailed Godwits, 6 Dunlin, 2 Redshank, a Snipe and Lapwings. 

Unfortunately, by the following morning the Buff-breasted Sandpiper had moved on, with the Pectoral 

Sandpiper departing a day later.  

This was the first Fylde record of Buff-breasted Sandpiper since 1994, when one was at Pilling Lane 

Ends. Prior to that there were eight previous records involving nine individuals since the first in 1950, 

making the 2020 Winmarleigh bird the 11th for the Fylde. Pectoral Sandpiper, on the other hand, is 

undergoing a remarkable run of sightings in the Fylde, with three birds in 2019 and four in 2020 

breaking a run of no records at all between 2013 and 2018. 

 

Paul Ellis 
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Online meetings 

While physical club meetings are not permitted under the on-going covid-19 restrictions, the club is 

instead hosting a series of on-line meetings to allow our members to experience meetings from the 

comfort of their  own homes. 

Meetings are held using Zoom, which is a free video conferencing program. A day or so prior to the 

meeting you will receive an email containing a link; just before 19:45 you click on this link and it 

connects you to the meeting, it is really that simple! 

If you have never used Zoom before, it might be a good idea to try it out with a friend first, to get 

used to it. However, to attend a meeting, you really don't need to do anything except open the link 

to join and make sure your computer sound is on and turned up loud enough 

If you are using an Apple Mac computer, then you may need to download the Zoom app, (which is 

free) and download the Chrome internet browser (also free) to open it from. If you are going to use 

a Mac for Zoom, then I strongly suggest you try it out beforehand. 

Meetings are expected to last about an hour each. The next meeting is at 19:45 on the 15th 

December and will feature our annual Christmas Quiz. However, this year you will need to supply 

your own butties and chips! 

 

Notices 
 

• For Sale – Nikon P900 bridge camera. Excellent condition, boxed with user guide, leads, 2 

batteries, strap, charger, 32gb SD card. £300, contact Paul Slade. 

 

• WWT Winter Swan Counts - The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust are looking for volunteers 

to help carry out their annual wintering counts of Whooper and Bewick’s Swans. The next 

count dates are the 15th December and 19th January. If any members would like to 

participate, then please submit your counts to the FBC sightings web page. Please include 

data on the number of young birds, the grid reference and the field type (pasture or arable). 

Counts are required from everywhere in the Fylde where the swans are present, but it 

doesn't matter if several people submit counts for the same flock. Better that, than to 

receive nothing! 

 

• Fair Isle Bird Observatory Appeal - The Fair Isle Bird Observatory have launched a 

fundraising appeal following the devastating fire that destroyed the observatory building in 

2019. The charity is aiming to raise a total of £650,000 towards the £7.4m cost of the 

rebuild, which will take place in 2021. There has been a bird observatory on the island since 

1948, hosting countless birders over the years including many of our members I’m sure. If 

you wish to donate to the appeal then instructions on how to do so can be found on the 

observatory website.  

 

• Flickr Password Change – The login details for the FBC Flickr account have been updated. 

The new password is Lapwing1! whilst the username remains news@fyldebirdclub.org. We  

mailto:sladey67@yahoo.com
http://www.fairislebirdobs.co.uk/donations.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/49200943668/
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welcome and encourage submissions of all standards, as long as they depict the birdlife of 

the Fylde then there are no other restrictions! 

 

• Fylde Birders Abroad Submissions – This recently re-invented website page is looking a 

little bare at present so needs your help! If you wish to submit a recent report for inclusion 

on this section, simply email a pdf copy of your trip report and an image to be used on the 

page. 

 

http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/fylde-birders-abroad.html
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org

