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Introduction 

This issue begins with a farewell to Jackie Moreton. It includes a summary of the last two months of bird 

records covering the birding mid summer period from the tail end of the spring migration to the start of the 

autumn return passage. The star local rarity during the period was a first summer American Golden Plover 

found by Ian Walker, that put in a brief appearance on the Ribble at Warton.  Ian has also produced a 

fascinating account of the BTO’s Cuckoo tracking project, which the Fylde Bird have sponsored. Using the link 

provided by Ian in his account, we can all follow their progress. 

There is the first instalment of a comparison of the current status of selected species with their positions in 

1975. The account is based on a 1976 report produced by Maurice Jones, which summarised the status of all 

Fylde species up to the end of 1975. Using our extensive computer database we could extract and analyse the 

modern records relatively quickly. Our Chairman has provided an account of a day out to the east coast, on 

the quest for a very big bird. 

It’s now August and the birding autumn has begun in earnest, the return migration will change up a gear, 

providing opportunities to unearth rare and scarce species. Top tips include wader roosts and feeding areas, 

tern roosts and the sea. Good luck. 

Physical Club meetings will resume this month at a new venue of Fylde Cricket Club. Full details and booking 

instructions are given on the last page. Zoom meetings will run concurrently, for those who can’t or choose 

not to travel. 

We are reliant on your articles to use in the newsletter, so please submit something if you can. An account of 

a great day out, finding a rarity or scarce species or any other birding story that you think would interest 

others. We can help to edit any draft articles that members wish to submit. 

Thanks to Sophie Bagshaw for providing the excellent juvenile Blue Tit drawing for the cover. 

Good birding. 

Paul Ellis 

news@fyldebirdclub.org 

 
 
Your committee:  
Paul Slade (Chairman), Paul Ellis (Secretary), Kinta Beaver (Treasurer and Membership Secretary), Jolyon 
Barlow, Malcolm Evans, Jonny Scragg, Ian Walker.  

  

mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
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Jackie Moreton 

It is with great sadness that we inform our members that Jackie Moreton passed away on the 4th July. Jackie 

and her husband David have been loyal members of the Fylde Bird Club since 2005. Jackie was an excellent 

birdwatcher and a truly exceptional photographer. Many of our members will be very familiar with the 

incredible photographs that Jackie has taken over the years. We reproduce here a photograph that Jackie 

took of a Common Tern; this photograph won the Fylde category of the Fylde Bird Club’s annual 

photographic competition in 2015 and was also awarded Photo of the Week by BirdGuides.  

 

file:///E:/Backup/Documents/Fylde%20Bird%20Club/Newsletters/2021/August%202021/August%202021%20Fylde%20Bird%20Club%20Newsletter%2031%2007%2021.docx%23_Toc78644912
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Recent Sightings Summer 2021 – June to July Inclusive 

There was just one record of Grey Partridge when two were seen at Wag Hill on Rawcliffe Moss on 22nd June.  

The Quail heard singing at Bone Hill on the 31st May was still calling there on the 1st June. 

A late drake Garganey spent a day at Marton Mere on the 3rd June, taking the spring’s total to just five.  

A Scaup or hybrid appeared at Marton Mere from the 27th July and remained until the month’s end. 

A Velvet Scoter was seen flying past Starr Gate on the 3rd and 7th of July. 

Swifts remained in short supply with flocks of 70 at Marton Mere on 16th and 80 over Starr Gate on the 25th 
the highest counts in June.  

Avocets produced young at Newton Marsh and Conder Pool.  

 

Little Ringed Plovers produced young at Newton Marsh and Tarnacre Quarry and attempted to nest at Conder 
Pool. 

The first three Golden Plovers of the autumn returned to Skippool Creek on the 3rd July. 

The star bird of the period was a first summer American Golden Plover found on the Ribble at the east end of 
Warton Marsh on the 23rd June by Ian Walker. The same individual had previously been seen on the dark side 
at Hesketh Out Marsh and it subsequently returned there, thwarting other Fylde birders. 

Three Whimbrels were recorded in early June, with the last of the spring at Starr Gate on the 7th. The first 
returning birds were four seen heading south past Starr Gate, on the 3rd July. 

At Newton Marsh Continental Black-tailed Godwits were seen with two large chicks at the end of June. On 
the 26th June, nine Iceland Black-tailed Godwits signalled the start of their return passage when they stopped 
over at Newton Marsh. 
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On the 22nd June the first three return passage Common Sandpipers arrived at Skippool Creek. 25 there on 
the 15th July was the best count during the period. 

Two Green Sandpipers were on Freckleton Naze Pool from the 27th to 30th June and on the 29th two were in 
the Weeton Area and singles were in Poulton and Little Singleton. In July up to five again used the flood off 
Preston New Road at Great Plumpton on the 11th and singles were in the Newton Marsh / Freckleton area. 

The first returning Greenshank was a summer plumaged adult at Newton Marsh on the 20th June. 

The second Wood Sandpiper of the year was an adult on return passage, at Newton Marsh from the 28th to 
the 30th June.  

 

An adult Little Gull that moved south past Starr Gate on the 3rd July, was the only record of the period. 

Mediterranean Gulls began to return on the 18th July when single adults were at Skippool Creek and Knott 
End. Up to ten were around Skippool by the end of the month. 

Two Yellow-legged Gulls appeared at Cocker’s Dyke on the 10th July, an adult and a 2nd summer. The younger 
bird remained in the area until at least the 28th. 

 

Sandwich Terns accompanied by fledged young started roosting on Preesall Sands from the 10th July with 
numbers building to 120 by the 23rd. A group of four seen flying high over Poulton on the 3rd July was an 
unusual record. 

At Starr Gate three Little Terns moved south on the 18th June followed by singles on the 22nd June and 11th 
July, then two north on the 20th July and three south the next day, possibly involving the same birds. On the 
18th of July one roosted on the beach at Knott End with the Sandwich Terns.  

The Common Tern colony at Preston Dock had another very poor year. Moorhens took all the eggs from the 
nests on the eastern wave breakers, which were abandoned. On the western set there were still 31 active 
nests in mid June but no more than 4 young fledged. Up to six pairs nested at Conder Pool. 
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Late Arctic Terns headed north past Starr Gate, with three on the 15th and 16 on the 22nd June. None were 
seen at Preston Dock during June and July. An adult and two juveniles were in Granny’s Bay on the 20th July. 

Single Arctic Skuas passed Starr Gate on 22nd; 24th June; 14th and 17th of July. Two harassed terns and gulls at 
Knot End on the 20th July and on the 29th, two dark morphs moved south past Starr Gate and a pale morph 
passed Rossall Point.  

A Black Guillemot flew south past Starr Gate on the 19th June. 

A few Red-throated Divers remained off Starr Gate in June with two on the 1st and one on the 18th.  

Single  Fulmars headed south past Starr Gate on the 12th and 29th July. 

Manx Shearwaters were seen from the coast throughout June and July, with peak counts of 663 on the 18th 

and 548 on the 21st of June, both counts were from Starr Gate. 

Two Spoonbills flew high south over Preesall Hill on the 13th June but were not subsequently relocated. 

Despite frequent close records outside the Fylde, this species has become extremely difficult to see on our 

patch. 

Two or three passage Marsh Harriers were encountered in June with an immature at Wesham Marsh on the 
3rd followed by possibly the same bird at Marton Mere on the 4th and another young male at Eagland Hill on 
the 28th. In July another immature bird flew over Blackpool Airport on the 17th. 

An unseasonal Short-eared Owl was hunting the saltmarsh at Lytham on the evening of the 9th of July. 

A Hobby seen flying across Newton Marsh on the 4th July, was the only record of the period and typically 
fleeting. 

A Garden Warbler at DeVere Golf Course, Blackpool on the 30th July was the only record from the period. 

A Marsh Tit was found at the DeVere Golf Course, Blackpool on the 28th July. This is the first record since 2018. 

The strong Spotted Flycatcher passage continued into June with two at Lytham St Annes Nature Reserve on 
the 1st and one at Blackpool North Shore Golf Course on the 4th. 

Yellow Wagtails were seen with two fledged young at Wesham Marsh on the 23rd June providing the first 
breeding record in our area for many years. Returning passage migrants began with one over Arm Hill on the 
25th July. Up to nine together frequented their favoured stop over at Bank End during the last week of the 
period. 

This spring’s remarkable Lesser Redpoll passage just continued into June, with singles at St Annes and Fluke 
Hall on the 1st and 5th respectively. 

Siskins continued to be seen at Pilling Lane through June where up to three visited feeders. On the 1st of July 
a juvenile appeared there.  

Photograph credits 

Wood Sandpiper – Newton Marsh - Paul Ellis 

Wood Sandpiper – Newton Marsh – Colin Mairs 

Avocet, juvenile – Newton Marsh - Paul Ellis  

Avocets, family– Newton Marsh - Paul Ellis  

Yellow-legged Gull (flight) – Cocker’s Dyke - Paul Ellis 

Yellow-legged Gull – Cocker’s Dyke - Paul Ellis  

Siskin, juvenile – Pilling Lane - Paul Ellis 

Paul Ellis 
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Sightings Page  

All records have been extracted from the club’s sightings page on our website. We welcome submissions of 

all bird and non-bird sightings from within our recording area, from members and non-members alike. 

However, a reminder both to existing members and for new contributors to the sightings page, please DO NOT 

publish records of the following: 

• Peregrine roost or nest sites 

• The exact location of any bird’s nest 

• Brown Hare sightings 

Instead, please continue to send any sightings of the above by email to news@fyldebirdclub.org 

Please restrict entries to bird records and refrain from using the Sightings Page to express opinions, complaints 

or questions. Such communications should be directed to the Committee by e mail to news@fyldebirdclub.org 

or to any Committee member. 

 

Flickr 

To add photographs to the Bird Club’s Flickr Page at https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/ logon as 

news@fyldebirdclub.org with password Reedbunting5%  

 

  

The Fylde Bird Club text alert service has now been discontinued in favour of the WhatsApp service.  

If you would like to use the WhatsApp service please use the following link: 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/AI5mgJdrLVPJiufhjJxdoE 

The WhatsApp service aims to provide news on local scarce and rare birds to help everyone to see them. We 
would be grateful if everyone would follow the guidance below. 

• Please do not use this service for chat. If you want to send a personal message to someone who is 
using the service, please use their individual mobile number and not the group WhatsApp service.    

• Please do not post details of birds’ nests.  

• Please do post images of unidentified birds to request help as soon as possible. 

• Feel free to request directions to rare birds and provide such directions. 

• Please use the Sightings page to submit routine records of birds that are frequently seen. 
 

To add your sightings, log-on using the following details 

Username: lapwing     Password: lapwing 

WhatsApp Service for Local Rarities 

http://data.fyldebirdclub.org/sightings.aspx
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fyldebirdclub/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/AI5mgJdrLVPJiufhjJxdoE
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Cuckoo Sponsorship Project  

At 3am on the morning of 5th July an adult male Cuckoo was crossing the Alps and by 5am had arrived in 

northern Italy – how do we know? Well, this was a Cuckoo from a British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) Project 

and secondly this bird was part sponsored by Fylde Bird Club. 

This year the committee decided to sponsor five Cuckoos forming part of a project undertaken by the BTO. 

The idea would be twofold. Firstly, the Bird Club would be supporting a Conservation Project which will 

ultimately help our understanding about a number of important issues but hopefully our members will also 

benefit from the enjoyment of following the birds on their migration. 

The Bird Club has not named any of the birds, this has been done by individuals who have financed the 

Tracking Technology, but we have individually sponsored five cuckoos and therefore made a contribution to 

the project. 

So why sponsor a Cuckoo?  The Cuckoo is a rare breeder on the Fylde and an uncommon migrant. A Cuckoo 

in our area is always noteworthy and a few have already been recorded this spring. Historically the species 

has been well observed whilst on its breeding grounds in the UK. However, once these birds leave, very little 

is known about their behaviour. Yet the project isn’t simply about Cuckoos – there is a bigger picture. 

Breeding numbers of all our breeding summer migrants are declining. Climate change is affecting the 

seasonal timings but are the birds adjusting their migration strategy? The Swift that you see screaming 

around your house faces the same challenges as the Cuckoo and therefore this project is vitally important 

moving forward and so we hope you support our decision to contribute to this science.  

 

Over the coming Newsletters we will use the project as an opportunity to look at the annual cycle of the 

species; arrival and departure dates, different migration routes and their associated success plus we can see 

how they winter in Africa and how stop over sites might be affected. Did you know - Whilst we picture the 

Cuckoo as a quintessential part of the British Countryside it actually spends more time in Africa.   

  



9 

Let’s meet the Fylde Bird Club Sponsored Cuckoos. 

To end this article, you can see the birds we have sponsored – all five birds are adult males. 

Columbus – tracker fitted in Perthshire Scotland – unfortunately no data has been received. 

Victor II – tracker fitted in Perthshire Scotland – currently in northern France. 

Daniel – tracker fitted in Powys Wales – temporarily in residence close to ENI’s Sannazzaro de’ Burgond Oil 

and Gas refinery 45km south west of Milan, Italy. 

AJ – tracker fitted in Sherwood Forest, England – on the 14th July was in Algeria, North Africa. 

Ellis – tracker fitted in Perthshire Scotland –  

When we initially sponsored Ellis he was in the Netherlands and this was the bird crossing the Alps 

mentioned at the beginning of the article. He was still in Italy on Wednesday morning on 7th July. However, 

by Thursday evening he had flown 907 miles south over the Mediterranean and was in Libya.    

 

 

By Friday 9th July he had reached Niger just west of the Tibesti Mountains. In flying from northern Libya to 

southern Niger he has covered an amazing 1120 miles over the course of 41 hours thus travelling at an 

average speed of around 27 mph. At the time of writing, Ellis is in northern Nigeria near the town of Daura. 

The weather is moderate rain with a maximum temperature of 33 degrees and a minimum of 26 degrees. 

Hopefully this humid environment is helping him refuel after his epic trip – (the migration route is shown 

above). 
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All five birds above can be followed using the BTO link below, no log in details are necessary – simply scroll 

down the page where you will find a map (see below). Click on the individual icons and follow the 

information and you can monitor the birds progress. 

https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project 

 

 

Until the next newsletter we hope you get the opportunity to follow the birds. There is also an abundance of 

information on https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project  relating to the project 

and its aims. However, if anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Ian Walker – 17th July 2021 

 

Birds of Marton Mere: Free to Local Schools 

 

It was mentioned in the June newsletter that we are keen to 
enhance young people’s knowledge of the birds in their local 
area. The 2nd Edition of the Birds of Marton Mere was published 
in 2016 and represents over 60 years of bird recording at the 
Mere. The book contains information on 236 species that have 
officially been recorded at the Mere. We are aware that schools 
will now be closed for the summer break but if you know of any 
local Schools that would like to receive free copies of the Birds of 
Marton Mere when they re-open, please get in touch. 
news@fyldebirdclub.org 
 

https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-project
mailto:news@fyldebirdclub.org
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Fylde Birds: Past and Present  
Part 1 - Seabirds 

 
In 1976 Maurice Jones wrote a report summarising all the records of birds on the Fylde and the status 
of each species. This article is the first in a series that exploits this 1970’s report to compare the past 
and present status of selected species. This instalment covers a selection of seabirds, focusing on 
those where significant changes are apparent. 
 
Maurice Jones’s 1976 report provides an invaluable reference. In comparing past and present 
records, one must consider that like for like comparisons are not possible owing to a number of 
factors. In the modern era, observer numbers and reported data are far greater than in the past; 
modern optical aids are vastly superior to older instruments and current field guides and 
identification resources are greatly improved. Older sources of bird record data are fewer and less 
accessible than modern computerised datasets. Fylde records have only been fully electronic since 
1996 and Fylde Bird Reports were not published before 1983. However, despite the limitations, some 
interesting changes are evident. 
 

 
 
 

 
With just three records up to 1976, this species has always been rare on the Fylde. During the 
remainder of the 20th century records averaged 2.5 per year, then during the 21st century increased 
to over 4.5 per year. The last record from an inland water was at Marton Mere in 1979. Given that 
virtually all records since 1975 have been on the sea, it would seem likely that improvements in optics 
have facilitated an increase in identifications. 
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From the above, Great Northern Diver was formerly considerably rarer than today with just four 
records up to 1976. Since then, there was an average of one per year during the remainder of the 
20th century but during the 21st century the average has dramatically increased to over 5 per annum.  
 

 
Great Northern Diver, Fleetwood Marine Lake, Nov 2010 - Paul Ellis            Red-necked Grebe, Fairhaven Lake, Jan 2011 – David Moreton 
 
 

 
The records above give an average of one every 5 years. During the remainder of the last century 
that increased to one per 18 months but this century the rate has fallen back to one every 4 years. 
The last accessible individual was a juvenile on Marton Mere in September 2013. 
 

 
 
Although clearly very rare before 1976, during the last quarter of the 20th century the rate of 
occurrence increased markedly to almost annual. However, during the 21st century the rate fell back 
to only slightly better than one every two years.  
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Slavonian Grebe, Fairhaven Lake, Oct 2011 - Paul Ellis               Black-necked Grebe, Kincraig Pond, May 2018 – Jim Wacey 

 

 
 
 
 

The frequency of occurrence of this species has increased since the 1975 summary when there were 
only 5 records involving 6 individuals. During the following 44 years there were a further 29 records 
involving 38 birds. During the 21st century records have averaged one every 15 months with four 
records involving multiple birds of up to four together. 

 
Occurrences are clearly dependant on extreme weather events. However, the above summary 
contains just 6 records with none between 1966 and 1976. Since then records were almost annual 
(excepting a five year gap between 1994 and 1999) until 2008. A four year gap followed until one day 
in June 2012, when 13 passed Rossall and 3 passed Starr Gate. Four years passed before two more 
were seen in August 2016. Since then, they have been recorded on just one date, when 3 passed 
Rossall and one passed Starr Gate on 14th June 2018. So, it was very scarce, then became regular and 
is now very scarce again. 
 

 
This species has a similar pattern to Storm Petrel; only 3 records prior to 1976 followed by an average 
of one record every two years for the remainder of the last century and since then records have 
reduced by a factor of three, with none reported since 2017. 
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The frequency of records for this bird has risen dramatically from a total of four records prior to 1976, 
to one per year until 2000 and now eight records per year during this century. 
 

Shags, Rossall Point, Sept 2011 – Jackie Moreton                     Eiders, Knott End Feb 2018 – Jim Wacey
 

 
 
The summary above contains a pattern of occurrence on inland water that is not too far removed 
from today’s. However, the offshore counts of up to 240 illustrate a completely different status to 
today. 
 

 
 
While Long-tailed Duck and Velvet Scoter were of similar scarcity to today; Common Scoter’s 
numbers were strikingly low. During the 21st century numerous counts of 10000 or more were 
recorded, with a maximum of 15000 in 2005. Prior to 1997 no counts exceeded 1005 (from Fylde Bird 
Club Annual Reports). During the 90’s the reports recorded several oil spill incidents, with 100’s of 
scoters affected.   
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The status of Eider also improved dramatically since 1975. It’s hard to imagine just how rare it was in 
our area. Its Fylde status was tied to the fortunes of the Walney Island colony, which peaked in the 
late 1990’s. The maximum Fylde count of 2168 was made in 1997. Since then, numbers crashed owing 
to nest predation at the colony. The best count in 2019 was of 215 off Rossall. However, they have 
now started to nest on the Ribble, Lune and occasionally on the Wyre. 
 

 
 
While the status of Great and Arctic Skuas was similar to today, Pomarine Skua records have 
increased. From the above, prior to 1976, few seem to have escaped the Fylde alive and there were 
no spring migrants. From the 1980s, Fylde Bird reports document increasing numbers of spring 
migrants in addition to autumn birds. Records this century have averaged 7 per year. 
 

 
Pomarine Skua, Fleetwood Golf Course, Oct 2011 - Paul Ellis                 Long-tailed Skua, North Shore Golf Course, May 2021 – Paul Ellis 

 

 
 
Another skua species that was lucky to pass through our area intact. Since 1975 records have 
increased substantially, to an average of just over one per annum. 
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From the above, the second for Lancashire was at Squires Gate in 1968. Following that it seems to 
have been vaguely annual until the end of the summary period.  Records steadily increased during 
the latter part of the 20th century, reaching a peak of 78 reports per year. During the 21st century 
numbers rose rapidly during the first decade, peaking at 316 reports per year. During the second 
decade reports reached 426 per year and the peak count reached 21 birds together at Glasson in 
August 2016. 
 

 
 
The pre 1976 summary details just 5 records. During the remainder of the 20th century there were a 
further 25 records involving 26 birds. In the 21st century there were a further 29 records involving 38 
birds. An increasing trend is apparent but occurrences are dependent on extreme weather events 
and of the 21st century records, 12 birds were in 2011 and 10 were in 2017. 

Mediterranean Gull, Cleveleys, July 2015 - Jackie Moreton                                   Sabine’s Gull, Knott End, Sept 2017 – Chris Batty    
 

 
 
Since 1975 there have been a further 19 records involving 23 birds. Although their frequency is 
increasing, most have been fly-by birds on sea watches. The last grounded bird was at Preston Dock 
in July 2018. As Maurice states above, the best bet is to check beach tern roosts in autumn. 

 
 
 
 

This was evidently still a rarity in a Lancashire context in 1976. There have been 68 subsequent Fylde 
records and the annual average has risen from just over one per two years during the latter part of 
the last century to over 2.5 per year since 2000. 
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Roseate Tern, Preston Dock, July 2018 - Shaun Ankers                                          Black Guillemot, Fleetwood Quay, Feb 2020 – Frank Bird 
 
 

Paul Ellis 

Local Rural Notes  
 
An interesting article from the Blackpool Herald, dated 20th April 1883. Sent in by Peter Shakeshaft.  

  

LOCAL RURAL NOTES. –----- A correspondent 

writes : ---“ A  few  days  ago  near  the  coast,  on  the 

north side of the Wyre, I saw many pairs of yellow- 

hammers,  tree pipits,  blackcaps,  and  greenfinches.  

I  saw,  near  Stakepool,  several  tree sparrows which 

had  built  their  nests, and  from  appearances were 

about  commencing  to  sit.    In  the  same  locality 

several  curlews  flew  close past me making their 

peculiar call.   A  friend  from near the North Lan-

cashire Fells informs me that flocks of these and the 

golden  plover  had  been  kept  off   the fells, where  

they  breed,  by  the  severe  frosts,  and  were  hover- 

ing on the low grounds  in  the neighbourhood. In 

various  places  I  have  seen  numbers  of  whinchats 

and  bramblings.  Ten  days  ago a swallow is reported 

as  having  been  seen  at  Freckleton, and I saw a pair 

on  the  7th  near  Poulton-le-Fylde.   On the 7th  

while  sitting  on  Preesall   Hill,  near   Fleetwood, 

several   bees and  humming bees came whizzing past. 

In  the  same  locality  I  found  many  forms of insect 

life  in  a  state  of  activity.    Since  the  weather  be 

-came  less  rigorous  I  hear  more  favourable reports 

of domestic fowls. 
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Worth the (long) wait ! 
 

On the 15th August 1999, myself and Paul Ellis joined the annual Scillonian Pelagic out of Penzance, 

Cornwall. A day at sea hoping for scarce or rarer seabirds went very well as we saw 3 Wilson’s 

Petrel’s, 150 Great and 15 Cory’s Shearwater’s, 7 adult Sabines Gull’s, 12 Great and an Arctic Skua. 

However, the highlight of the day was on the sail back; late in the day when many of the on-board 

birders had returned inside. What happened next has stuck with me and pained me ever since. 

About 30 birders remained on deck when the shout went up; ‘Albatross’. Panic then set in as 

obviously everyone was desperate to see the bird but without much trouble we all got on it, sat on 

the sea, easily picked out amongst the Gannet’s. It then lifted off the sea and proceeded to fly 

directly away from us just as the birders below deck must have heard the panic and headed up to 

see what was going on, by which time it was too late. Shouts went up to stop the boat but slowing 

and turning a boat the size of the Scillonian is no easy task and, by the time it happened, Albert was 

long gone. Then the people who had missed the bird starting doubting the sighting, claiming it was 

just a Gannet (amongst the 30 or so people who had seen it there was not a single doubt) and, 

incredibly, it was later rejected by the British Birds Rarity Committee. 

Fast forward 17 years to 2016 and an immature Black-browed Albatross was seen several times at 

Bempton Cliffs, where presumably the same bird returned again briefly as an adult in both 2017 

and 2020 before relocating to a Gannet colony in Germany. Surely one year it might decide to stay 

and try and find a mate at Bempton? Amazingly, on 28th June 2021 it did just that when, luckily for 

Pilling based photographer Ian McGill, it appeared in flight right in front of him whilst 

photographing Gannet’s: https://www.flickr.com/photos/ianmc1960/51282942862/in/dateposted/ 

Over the next few days it put on an amazing, if intermittent, show to hundreds of visiting birders 

and photographers, all while I was stuck at work until the weekend when of course it had vanished ! 

Come the next Sunday morning, myself and Paul Ellis were at Newton Marsh. Just after I had 

watched a Hobby disappear out of sight before I managed to get Paul on to it, my Rare Bird Alert 

app went off informing us the Albatross was back again. Quickly packing up, we set off to Bempton; 

we really wanted to see this bird. Doom and gloom soon set in though as we reached the M62; it 

had again flown off out to sea. Thinking that was the end of it we turned round and got as far as 

Bolton before finding out it was back again ! After coming close to almost as many U turns as Boris 

Johnson we continued on to Bempton, arriving to be told it had not been reliably seen for the 

previous couple of hours ! We joined the waiting crowd along the cliff top wondering would it 

return in minutes ? hours ? days ? After about an hour someone picked it up on the sea, absolutely 

miles away. Not the views we were hoping for but we had to wait on the off chance it might fly 

back to the cliffs. It did not disappoint; after a while it got up and headed our way, kept coming and 

headed past at eye level !  

After 22 years the wait was well worth it. One of, if not the best, British birding experience of my 

life and no-one can disbelieve this sighting ! 

Thanks to Paul Ellis for the lift and Ian McGill for finding such a magnificent bird 

Paul Slade 
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Paul Ellis 

Paul Slade 

Paul Slade 

Ian McGill 
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Next Meeting - 25th August 2021 
From the Pacific to the Heart of the Amazon -- The Northern Peru Birding Route 

with Rob Williams  

 
The route from the Pacific coast to the central Amazon in northern Peru crosses the Andes at their 
lowest pass and takes in a wide variety of habitats including desert, semi-deciduous forest, 
montane grasslands, cloud forest and the lowlands of the Amazon. This diversity of habitats is 
reflected in the diversity of birds and over 1400 species can be found. This talk explores the 
habitats and birds of the route, taking in some of the culture and archaeology along the way. Rob 
lived in Northern Peru for 3 years and has worked with local communities, tour operators and the 
Peruvian Government to develop and promote the Northern Peru Birding Route. 
 

 
The August meeting will take place at 7:45 pm at Fylde Cricket Club in Poulton (Moorland Road, 
Poulton le Fylde, FY6 7EU). This meeting will also take place on-line using Zoom. Booking details 
have been sent to all members. Please remember to book your place by contacting Paul Ellis (07788 
264116 or paul.ellis24@btopenworld.com). 
 

Meeting Dates for your Diary 
 
Both the September and October meetings will take place at the Fylde Cricket Club and will also use 
the Zoom facility. Dates are given below. If, for any reason, the meetings will not be permitted to go 
ahead at the Cricket Club then we will continue to use Zoom and will contact members prior to the 
meeting dates.  
 
Tuesday 28th September: Birding in the Isle of Avalon with Mike Roberts.   
I have visited the Glastonbury and the Somerset Levels since the mid-nineties and seen many 
changes there with new nature reserves such as Ham Wall and Shapwick Heath being created. I try 
in the talk to show both the diversity of landscape as well as wildlife of the area. Whilst birds are a 
key focus, I also include otters, water voles, dragonflies and butterflies. I cover the return of both 
the bittern and the crane as well as new arrivals such as little bitterns, great and cattle egrets as 
well as the odd rarity.   

 
Tuesday 26th October: Title of talk awaiting confirmation 


