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December!! It doesn’t seem long since I was looking forward to what 2014 would bring. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year to all. I hope 2015 brings all you wish for, maybe 

a flock of these!!!!  

Thanks to all who have contributed this year and to anyone 

who wants to share birding experiences don’t wait, do it. 

Thanks in anticipation. 

In this issue Stuart Piner and Ellen Pemberton have reports 

on sightings on the Fylde and at Marton Mere. Stuart writes 

about the Cranes he found and Chris Batty explores the 

dark art of finding and identifying the Caspian Gull.  

 We have the next instalment from Maurice Jones on the 

changing status of birds on the Fylde and Stephen Dunstan 

writes about Winter raptors and Frank Walsh about the Peregrines of St. Thomas’s 

Church, St Annes. 

I have completed a second article on Confusion Species, do people find these helpful? 

Date and rules for the annual Photographic Competition are attached, please dig out your 

favourite photos and ENTER. 

At the back, there is also a fun Quiz compiled by John and Anne Jenkins. 

Answers on the FBC website, from Dec 16. (for those who need them!)  

 

Peter Rhind 

Charity No. 1102961 

mailto:rhind1003@btinternet.com
mailto:jrjenkins@gmx.co.uk
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Marton Mere Report 

July - September 2014 

There have been busy and quiet times at the Mere this quarter. During July and August 

much of the Mere was out of view due to the overgrown reeds. A Barn Owl was seen on 

several dates in July, although there was no evidence of breeding. A Goldcrest was 

present on the 9th and a 1st summer Common Gull was seen on the 10th. On the 16th 

there was a Grasshopper Warbler and a Little Egret on the reserve, whilst on the 20th a 

Common Sandpiper dropped in. The latter date also brought Comma, Gatekeeper, Small 

Tortoiseshell and Peacock butterflies 

On 22nd July a Stoat was seen and on the 27th a juvenile Marsh Harrier flew in. The bird 

circled around the east end of the reserve and landed in the reedbed before flying off 

again. August was a very quiet month, with 7 Snipe on the 12th, a minimum of 10 Willow 

Warblers on the 22nd and 6 Black-tailed Godwits on the 24th. The work party at the 

reserve on the 31st cleared a lot of reeds and cut down some Willows, also created a 

muddy patch in front of the Fylde Bird Club Hide. 

The latter has attracted Snipe. 

Another juvenile Marsh Harrier flew east over the reserve on 1st September, while a 

Kingfisher and 6 Buzzards were seen on the 2nd. On the 4th there was a Black-tailed 

Godwit and a Grey Wagtail and on the 11th a Spotted Redshank circled over. A Grey 

Wagtail was also seen on the 14th. There were several sightings of Jays flying over the 

reserve in the latter half of September, beginning with one flying west on the 16th and at 

least 8, possibly 10, on the 30th. The first Wigeon of the winter was also seen on the 16th. 

Further sightings of Kingfisher were on the 21st and 28th; on the former date there were 

also 2 Spotted Flycatchers and a Black-tailed Godwit. Although there have been no major 

rarities yet this autumn there have been some interesting developments. 

Ellen Pemberton 

 

Fylde Sightings 

August 

A Quiet month produced Black Terns at Conder Pool and offshore at Rossall Point, Curlew 

Sandpipers at Fleetwood and Knott End, Yellow-legged Gull at Glasson, Shag at Shard 

Bridge, Garganey at Myerscough Quarry (2) and Mythop, four Little Terns off Rossall 

Point, Little Stints at Fleetwood and Cockersand and Wood Sandpipers at Pilling Water, 

Newton Marsh, Conder Pool and Cockersand. In addition to the aforementioned terns and 

waders, the Fleetwood area also hosted Hobby, Osprey and Pied Flycatcher. 

September 

The highlight of the month was the discovery of a Caspian Gull at Knott End (see article for 

more details). Elsewhere notable records included a Great White Egret on Warton Marsh, 

Hobbies at Greenhalgh and Wesham, Ospreys over Conder Green and at Warton Bank, 

Curlew Sandpipers at Bank End (up to 5), Cockersand (up to 2), Glasson, Lytham and on 

the Wyre Estuary, Little Stints on the Wyre Estuary (up to 4), Glasson/Conder Estuary (2) 

and Lytham, Little Tern off Blackpool South Shore, Purple Sandpiper and two Scaup at 
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Lytham, Yellow-legged Gull at Glasson and Redstart at Cockersand. The Fleetwood area 

produced Shag, Garganey, Redstart, Osprey, Pied Flycatcher, Purple Sandpiper and a 

report of a juvenile Montagu’s Harrier. 

October 

Three Common Cranes flew over Cockersand on 12th (see separate article). On 23rd 

possibly the same three Common Cranes were reported flying north over Thistleton. The 

final day of the month saw the arrival of a Lesser Snow Goose at Eagland Hill; the bird 

lingered with Pink-footed Geese into November. 

Elsewhere at Great White Egret remained at Warton Bank, a migrant Crossbill made 

landfall in Gynn Gardens, a Great Northern Diver passed Starr Gate, the Yellow-legged 

Gull lingered at Glasson, Curlew Sandpipers were logged at Bank End, Cockersand and 

Glasson and Little Stints visited Glasson and Rossall Point. A Long-eared Owl returned to 

Marton Mere, a Snow Bunting flew over Fairhaven, a Purple Sandpiper was at Rossall 

Point and records of scarce geese comprised up to six Barnacle Geese and a Pale-bellied 

Brent Goose on Pilling Marsh. 

In addition to the aforementioned birds the Fleetwood area produced records of Garganey, 

Firecrest, Ring Ouzel, Black Redstart, two Crossbills, Pomarine Skua, Siberian Chiffchaff, 

two Barnacle Geese and Snow Bunting. 

 

Common Cranes at Cockersand 

September 2014 was great for sunbathers, not so great for wannabe migrant hunters. 

Having spent all summer looking forward to the arrival of autumn and the associated 

abundance of migrants, the hours and hours spent fruitlessly searching out migrants in 

September’s sunshine were extremely depressing. 

I’d hoped that a turn of the calendar page into October would bring about a change in 

fortune, but my chosen patch of Cockersand remained a stubbornly scarce-migrant free 

zone, and by the morning of Sunday 12th I was ambling around without hope or 

expectation of finding something notable. 

It was therefore a shock to the system when at 13:03, whilst walking along the road by the 

entrance to Cockersand Abbey Farm, that I noticed three distinctive shapes circling to the 

east. A quick check with my binoculars confirmed that I was watching three Common 

Cranes, before I switched to my camera and began to fire away until the birds flew south 

and out of view. I alerted birders further south but they over-flew the Fylde without being 

intercepted. However, the cranes were subsequently logged flying over Seaforth LWT, 

Merseyside at 14:40. The birds therefore travelled at 22.4 mph over 36.2 miles between 

Cockersand and Seaforth. Perhaps they were also the same birds that had flown south 

over Arbroath, Angus at 10:35 the previous day. 

It later transpired that a birder attempting to twitch a Yellow-browed Warbler at Sunderland 

Point had spotted the cranes three minutes before they flew over Cockersand. He posted 

his photographs on his Facebook page, and being of much higher quality than my images, 

allowed the birds to be aged as a pair of adults and an immature. Common Crane was a 

bird I had waited 14 years to see on the Fylde. Back in 2000, before I could drive a car, my 

dad refused to take me for the lingering youngster at Sand Villa; given he was usually so 
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good at ferrying me around, I’m not quite sure why he was so against taking me for the 

Pilling Crane. My story is that he saw a photo of it and refused to travel to look at such a 

scruffy specimen, but somewhere down the line I’ve forgotten if that is fact or story-

enhancing fiction! 

Stuart Piner 

 

Caspian Gull at Preesall Sands 

On the evening of the 30th September 2014 I glanced out of my window and noticed a 

small group of gulls resting on Preesall Sands behind my house in Knott End. I naturally 

swung my telescope onto the group to check for anything out of the ordinary and noticed 

that one of the large gulls was bearing a yellow colour-ring. In recent years the number of 

colour-ringed Herring and Lesser Black-backed Gulls I see locally has fallen - as ringing 

schemes at the large colonies at Tarnbrook and Banks Marsh, Lancashire, and Walney 

Island, Cumbria, have finished - and 

yellow colour rings in particular are most 

unusual here. I was aware that pullus 

Caspian Gulls are being ringed with 

yellow rings in at least Poland and 

Ukraine, so it was with a real sense of 

urgency that I attached my camcorder to 

my 'scope and zoomed in to read the 

code on the ring of this distant bird. The 

black code read PKUX and from what I 

could now see of the gull on the 

camcorder screen - at two hundred times magnification! - I knew it was indeed a Caspian 

Gull. Compared to the accompanying Herring Gulls the mantle was a shade darker, the 

pink legs were paler and more insipid, the eye appeared dark and, despite the date, the 

head was unstreaked with the dark flecking of non-breeding plumage limited to the 

hindneck. Immaturity was indicated by the largely black primary coverts, dark in the alula 

and on some tertials, and the bill being largely pink with black marks along the upper 

mandible forming a complete band at the gonys, and an off-yellow bill tip. The broad white 

tips to the inner primaries indicated the bird was (at least) a third-winter. The bird then 

stayed on the beach until dusk, by which time it had joined many other gulls roosting more 

distantly. 

The life history of PKUX was kindly supplied by the Polish Bird Ringing Scheme. It had 

been ringed as a chick on 25th May 2012 at a Caspian Gull colony on an island in a 

reservoir at Kozielno, Paczkow, southwest Poland, and less than four miles from the 

border with the Czech Repbulic. Since ringing, PKUX had already been recorded on 

eleven occasions between 23rd August 2012 and 23rd January 2014, at three different 

inland locations in northern and western France, in the departments of Nord, Loire-

Atlantique and Maine-et-Loire. 

Neubauer et al (2006) reported that Caspian Gulls colonised Poland from 1981, with an 

estimated 480 pairs breeding there by 2004, with a continuing population growth rate of 

around 33% at that time. Hybridisation with Herring Gull does routinely occur in Poland, 
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principally in central Poland at two sites by the Vistula River, and such hybridisation is not 

known in southeast Poland. 

Two records of Caspian Gull from the Fylde have previously been published: a first-winter 

at Knott End on 5th-6th January 2010 and a juvenile at Skippool Creek on 11th August 

2010, although both of these records are now accepted in the Lancashire Bird Report only 

with the caveat that either the quality of the photographs or the appearance of the bird did 

not allow elimination of hybrid Caspian Gull x Herring Gull (Batty & Kehoe 2014). 

Breeding large gulls in Poland: distribution, numbers, trends and hybridisation. 2006. 

Neubauer, G., Zagalska-Neubauer, M., Gwiazda, R., Faber, M., Bukaciński, D., Betleja, J. 

& Chylarecki, P. Vogelwelt 127: 11–22. 

Review of Caspian Gull Records in Lancashire. 2014. Batty, C. G. & Kehoe, C. Lancashire 

Bird Report 2013: 162-163. Lancashire & Cheshire Fauna Society. 

Chris Batty 

 

Observations on the Peregrines of St. Thomas Church, St. Annes 

As most members of the club will be aware Peregrines have been inhabiting St. Thomas 

Church, St. Annes for the last two years.  From at least October 2013 a pair have been 

present.   I noticed these from time to time as I drove although Clifton Drive but did not pay 

them much attention. What were probably these birds were seen fairly frequently around 

high tides over the Fairhaven shore hunting the wader and passerine flocks.   On 1st 

January 2014 I decided to have a look at the church car park at 08.15am, before any 

church members were likely to be about, to see if there were any signs of the birds or their 

prey.  There were no Peregrines present but to my great surprise I found the very fresh 

carcass of a Little Auk, the only one I've seen on the Fylde. This and the remains of Feral 

Pigeon, Knot and Starling, led me to make the following small study. 

I decided to visit the church regularly and look for identifiable remains of prey below the 

church tower.  Visits to the church car park were usually made before 8am or after 6pm. 

Not having a museum ornithologist's knowledge of the individual feathers of even the 

commoner birds my identifications have been based on heads/beaks and legs/feet, and in 

a few cases almost whole carcasses.  I removed these remains to avoid double counting.  

At the same time I recorded the presence of adult birds though initially I did not bother to 

note their sexes.  

Results 

In January-February my attention was almost confined to prey items.  These observations 

were fairly successful with three-quarters of visits yielding some identifiable remains. 

Sightings of birds were few (Table 1).   In March-April I visited almost every day and on 

many occasions twice daily.  Pairs were seen fairly frequently on evening visits.   In the 

mornings most sightings of single birds proved to be males.  Frequency of finding prey 

items did not change much in the first four months despite increased visits in March-April, 

suggesting that prey remains were not being removed between visits.  I had thought that 

foxes, cats or dogs, and possibly the caretaker, may have moved at least the more 

conspicuous items.  Most of the identifiable prey items were heads/beaks.   



 6 

 

Table 1. Number of visits and presence of Peregrines and prey, St Thomas Church, Jan-

June 2014 

 Pairs Males Females Unsexed No birds Total 

visits 

Prey 

items 

January 1 0 0 8 6 15 13 

February 2 1 1 4 9 17 11 

March 8 10 0 10 17 45 18 

April 12 21 1 5 16 55 15 

May 12 12 4 9 10 47 5 

June 7 12 4 1 12 36 6 

 

In Table 2 the number and identity of prey remains are listed by month.  Nineteen species 

were identified, these included 9 wader species, 4 passerines, 3 pigeons, (among the 

Feral Pigeons was one homing pigeon), 1 auk, 1 duck, and 1 gull. One godwit could not be 

specifically identified, nor could the remains of 4 small passerines.   The commonest prey 

items were Redshank and Knot as was expected from regular sightings of Peregrines 

hunting them over the Fairhaven saltmarsh.   Identifiable remains fell sharply in May and 

June. 

Table. 2.  Prey of St Thomas Church, St. Annes Peregrines January-June 2014. 

Species  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun TOTAL 

Redshank 3 4 4 2   13 

Knot 3 2 4 3   12 

Feral Pigeon 4  4  1  9 

Dunlin  2  1  1 4 

Blackbird   3 1   4 

Wood Pigeon   1  1 1 3 

Collared Dove     1 2 3 

Grey Plover  1 1    2 

Jack Snipe    2   2 

Bar-tailed 

Godwit 

  1 1   2 

Little Auk 1      1 

Teal    1   1 

Ringed Plover      1 1 

Common 

Snipe 

1      1 
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Black-t. Godwit  1     1 

Little Gull    1   1 

Song Thrush  1     1 

Starling 1      1 

Greenfinch    1   1 

Sml Passerine 

sp. 

   2 1 1 4 

Godwit sp.     1  1 

TOTAL 13 11 18 15 5 6 68 

 

Discussion  

Obviously the most exciting prey item was the Little Auk, this was a freshly killed bird and it 

occurred at a time when none were being reported off the Lancashire coast, and the sea 

was not stormy.  The only gull was a Little Gull, again a surprise, given the large numbers 

of much commoner gulls off the Fairhaven shore which might have served as prey, while 

of the few identifiable passerines one was a Song Thrush. 

Of the prey items 39 (57%) were waders.  This was unsurprising as the main hunting 

areas of local peregrines appear to be over the mudflats and salt marshes of Lytham and 

Fairhaven. There are several sightings of hunting Peregrines flying from the Fairhaven 

shore in the direction of St. Thomas church, and at least one of a Peregrine landing on the 

church tower coming from the direction of the saltmarsh.  The literature on the Peregrine 

indicates that it is a predator of catholic tastes, chiefly birds, with 117 species identified 

from the UK. These ranged in size from Goldcrest to Grey Heron and geese Anser 

(Ratcliffe, 1993).  The Fairhaven results fall well inside the range of prey. 

The relative absence of females in March-April suggested to me that the female may have 

been on the top of the tower laying or incubating.  In addition it was obvious from the 

amount of feathers that were regularly found on the car park that many more prey were 

being plucked than were producing identifiable hard-parts.  This I put down to prey being 

entirely devoured, or being carried on to the flat top of the church tower after plucking, 

perhaps to feed the sitting female, or young.  It also seemed probable that some prey were 

being eaten at other sites (peregrines have been seen plucking and eating prey on the 

mud flats on several occasions).  I assumed that a pair of birds would have taken on 

average at least 1.5 prey/day and I only found identifiable remains of 24 prey in 32 days in 

January and February when it seems most unlikely that breeding activity had begun.   

There were claims of breeding having taken place and chicks being seen by the general 

public.  However, some of the people making these claims also said that the Peregrines, 

or at least one of them, left in autumn.  Sightings by`Paul Ellis, Maurice Jones, Dennis 

Wann and me proved that this was not the case.  The pair has been present throughout 

the summer and autumn and I saw the pair as recently as 1st  October.  An RSPB staff 

member visited the tower, in August, to settle the question of whether breeding was taking 

place.  As expected at that time it was not.  This inspection was carried out because a 

mobile phone company wished to inspect the tower.  The RSPB man found bleached 



 8 

eggshells, believed to be those of peregrine, which provided strong evidence that breeding 

had been attempted. However, lack of substantial amounts of prey remains and of 

droppings on the flat top of the tower suggested that there had never been any chicks.  

Provision of a nest box to preclude flooding and provide some cover from rain would aid 

future nesting attempts.  Unfortunately, not all members of the church community are in 

favour of this.  

Thanks to Paul Ellis, Ruth Fraser, Maurice Jones and Dennis Wann for information 

Reference 

Ratcliffe, D. (1993)  The Peregrine Falcon.  2Nd Edition. Poyser, London. 

Frank Walsh 

 

A Guide To Winter Raptor Watching On The Fylde 

What to expect 
To some extent there are no guarantees with raptor watching.  Having said that depending 

on the habitat being visited Kestrel and Buzzard would both be expected in a day’s winter 

birding in the Fylde.  Ironically they are species with populations going in different 

directions, the former declining and the latter fairly ubiquitous having been a Fylde rarity 

not all that long ago. 

Sparrowhawks are also widespread, though there hunting techniques can mean they are 

more easily overlooked than in spring when they are displaying. 

What to hope for 

In terms of falcons the targets are Merlin and Peregrine.  They often occupy similar habitat 

on the coastal marshes so can be seen in fairly close proximity. 

Hen Harriers regularly winter on the Fylde.  This remains the case to some extent despite 

the low ebb of the English population as a result of deliberate persecution.  Again in a 

contrasting population trend Marsh Harriers have become established residents in 

Lancashire and small numbers winter on the Ribble marshes in particular. 

All five regular british owl species can be seen in the Fylde in winter.  For the purposes of 

this article we will concentrate on the two species that are not ‘available’ at other times of 

the year, i.e. Long-eared Owl and Short-eared Owl.  Although Long-eared Owls are known 

to occasionally breed on the Fylde they are nocturnal and should not be disturbed, and are 

more easily observed in any case at their winter roost sites. 

Remote possibilities 

Red Kite remain very scarce visitors to the Fylde.  A wandering bird could be stumbled on 

in winter, though autumn dispersal seems to account for more records. 

The status of Goshawk in Lancashire away from upland habitats is uncertain.  

Identification issues remain significant, and it also considered that some birds whose 

identification has been established may be falconer’s escapes.  In any event Goshawk is 

undoubtedly a rare bird in the Fylde and any claim should ideally be supported by a 

photograph or multi-observed.Outside of the above the raptor most likely to occur on the 

Fylde is probably the Rough-legged Buzzard.  Although ‘Rough-legs’ are rare in 
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Lancashire there has been a significant influx to the east coast of the country this autumn.  

Some of these birds have already filtered inland, so although the chances are still remote 

the odds of finding one on the Fylde are better than normal this winter. 

When to look 

Many species of raptor are most active at dawn and dusk (‘crepuscular’ being the scientific 

term for this).  Approaching dusk can therefore be a good time to look for species actively 

hunting.  Calm days are generally better. 

Some species roost in conspicuous places, for example Peregrines which may sit on 

pylons or church towers and Buzzards which often perch up for long periods on posts.  

Long-eared Owls are much more difficult to search for, roosting deep in cover where there 

cryptic plumage adds to the difficulties, but as birds are known to return annually to the 

Marton Mere area keen eyed birders pick out their favoured sites.  Birds at roost sites can 

be watched from a safe distance at any time of day. 

Where to look 

To some extent the best place to look depends on whether you are aiming to increase 

your chances of seeing several species of raptor, or you are trying to get close views and 

ideally photographs. 

For the best chance of seeing several species the best approach is probably to visit a 

coastal marsh site where there is a wide, uninterrupted field of view.  The best of these in 

the Fylde are:- 

- Pilling Sands as viewed from the amenity area at Pilling Lane Ends (drive up to 

the top car park and view from the car or adjacent benches). 

- Warton Marsh as viewed from the estuary end of Bank Lane.  Please note that 

the wildfowlers car park just to the east of the end of Bank Lane is private so you 

should park at the village end of Bank Lane and walk down. 

In both cases there are other alternative viewpoints, because clearly Morecambe Bay and 

the Ribble estuary are very large sites.  In terms of Morecambe Bay the sands north of 

Knott End and Cockerham Sands are alternatives.   The Wyre estuary at Arm Hill and 

Barnaby’s Sands can also be rewarding. On the Ribble raptors can be seen drawn to the 

concentrations of waders and wildfowl at Newton Marsh, there is a good view of the 

estuary at Freckleton Naze Point and the saltmarsh at Lytham can also be productive.  

Peregrine, Merlin and Harrier species would be the main targets at both sites, though on 

very high tides roosting Short-eared Owls may be flushed from the saltmarsh. 

In terms of getting close up views of hunting raptors the best opportunities normally occur 

where day flying owls are hunting.  Sites in Over Wyre around Pilling and Out Rawcliffe 

are often the best bet for this, but precise sites vary year on year depedning on fod 

availability so it is obviously worth keeping an eye on the club’s recent sightings page.  

Marton Mere can also be a good place to watch owls hunting at close range.  Barn Owls 

often leave the box on the island late afternoon and can then be seen at close range 

hunting the Mere and the fields between there and Staining Nook.  For those with patience 

when Long-eared Owls are present in good numbers it can be productive to wait until 

close to dusk to watch birds begin to undertake feeding flights.  Lytham Moss also 

supports Short-eared Owls some years, check the area around the radar station although 



 10 

bear in mind that a number of road closures make access to this area more difficult at 

present than previously. 

Fieldcraft / Approach 

The following are only suggestions:- 

1) When viewing the large coastal marshes a telescope is highly desirable as birds 

can be very distant, in some cases birds may be on the oppostie bank of the Ribble. 

2) On coastal marshes scan carefully checking all prominent perching positions, e.g. 

fenceposts, other man made structures and tree trunks that have been washed up 

3) Use your ears as well as your eyes.  Whilst calls are less important than in other 

areas of Fylde birding they can be useful, particularly to pick up high flying 

Buzzards that could otherwise pass unnoticed. 

4) Under no circumtances get closer to roosting birds than they are able to tolerate.  In 

particular the Long-eared Owls at Marton Mere will tolerate anybody on or near the 

paths on the bridle path and the reserve itself, but anybody climbing fences may 

cause them to desert roosts they normally depend on. 

5) If trying to get close to hunting owls it can pay dividends to stand still and let the 

birds come to you, avoiding sudden movements that are likely to ‘spook’ them 

6) Whilst it is more relevant at migration time spending time looking into the sky for 

birds at height can produce dividends, keep your ears open for signs of a ‘fracas’ 

where crows or other species seeing a raptor as a threat seek to drive it away from 

an area. 

 

Identification 

i) As the Macmillan Guide memorably puts it ‘Correct size assessment is vital – 

Peregrines eat Merlins’.  A lone bird may be difficult to identify, but usually there 

will be other species present to judge size against even if they are not raptors. 

ii) Bear in mind that male and female raptors of the same species can be different 

sizes so the variation in size can be considerable 

iii) Jizz (the overall impression of a bird in the field) can be important in identifying 

raptor species.  Merlins fly low over the ground, typically perch on low vantage 

points and are very rarely seen at any height above the ground.  Views of 

Sparrowhawks in winter are generally fleeting as they swoop low over 

hedgerows.  Peregrines swoop at wader flocks causing a commotion as they try 

to pick a tardy bird out of the flock. 

iv) Buzzards are often erroneously claimed as Rough-Legged Buzzards.  It is 

therefore worth observing Buzzards closely when seen to get familiar with their 

variability.  It is also worth having a camera to hand to try and get a record shot 

of any ‘interesting’ Buzzard. 

v) Hen and Marsh Harriers are relatively easy to distinguish from each other.  It is 

however worth a second look at any close Hen Harrier to eliminate two very 

remote possibilities.  Pallid Harriers are an increasingly regular but still rare 

visitor to Britain that could just conceivably turn up in the Fylde.  Similarly North 

American race Hen Harriers (‘Northern Harrier’) have occurred in the UK in 

recent year; a good photograph would probably be essential for acceptance of 

any claim. 
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Taking it further 

Given that many of the raptor species are sexually dimorphic (males don’t look like 

females) and there is other plumage variation it is possible to some extent to identify 

individuals.  This can be helpful in making more accurate population estimates. 

Owl pellets can be dissected to identify what the birds have been preying on, as bones of 

small mammals are regurgitated.  If you do plan to collect pellets please ensure that you 

are not disturbing roosting birds in any way. 

It is worth looking for wing tags on close larger raptors. In the Fylde these are most likely 

to be seen on Red Kite or Hen Harrier, but might also be seen on Marsh Harriers or even 

Buzzards 

It is possible to get involved in detailed study of local raptor populations, including ringing 

of chicks.  Please note that ringing can only be done by qualified and experienced 

practitioners or under their supervisions, and also that special licences are needed to 

handle some species including Barn Owls. 

Suggested Reading 

As with many other species groups the best starting point is probably the Collins Bird 

Guide (Svensson, Mullarney and Zetterstrom).  The illustrations are excellent and a 

second edition has updated for taxonomic changes. 

The Helm Guide to Bird Identification (Vinicombe, Harris and Tucker) updates the ground 

breaking Macmillan Guide which was the first major field guide to focus on confusion 

species.  The newer version includes good coverage of six groups of raptors / owls, most 

except eagles being relevant to the Fylde. 

Well worth having if you can get a copy is The Pocket Guide To The Birds of Prey of 

Britain and Europe (Hayman and Hume).  Peter Hayman’s illustrations are easy on the eye 

and copies of this book occasionally surface in discount bookshops in Blackpool for a 

couple of pounds. 

Stephen Dunstan 

 

Confusion Species 

Following Septembers rough guide to some commonly confused waders (I hope it helped 

easily confused birders like myself) I thought I would try two more birds I have struggled 

with. I had never seen Twite and hearing some were about at Fluke Hall I went searching 

and found about 50 small brown birds on the fence wires. I went through the flock and 

asked a passing ‘expert’ if he knew which were Twite. He said they all were!!! Sometimes 

you only learn by making a fool of yourself. 

Linnet, Twite and Redpoll. 

In winter Linnet and Twite feed on the coastal saltmarshes of the Fylde. Linnet are fairly 

easy to find and the best place I know for Twite is the coast between Knott End and Fluke 

Hall. There seems to be a flock of 40+ there every winter. They are easily recognised by 

their twittering musical call when disturbed and the characteristic bouncy flight. I have 

heard it described as like birds on a piece of elastic. 
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Redpolls are to be found feeding like Tits in the top of trees. Or on garden bird feeders if 

you are lucky!! I am. I have included them here due to their physical similarity though 

habitat should separate them. 

Linnet. 

The Linnet is the yardstick or starting point for identifying this group. Summer males are 

easy with their red/pink forehead and breast.  

It is winter birds that are more difficult for the beginner. The upper parts are warm brown 

and the under parts are warm even chestnut with streaking. The head is olive grey and 

very distinctive. In this respect it is different to the other two. The juveniles are peachy 

faced and much less streaked. 

The bill is grey. 

They have white flashes in the tail and outer primaries as does the Twite. 

They feed on the marshes, usually in flocks 

 

 

Summer Male Linnet. 

Peter Rhind 

 

 

Winter Linnet.  

Paul Ellis  

Twite. 

At first sight it is similar to the Linnet. It has 

similar distinctive white flashes on wings and 

tail. It is slimmer, more compact and slightly 

longer tailed than the linnet but these 

differences become more apparent with 

experience. It is darker and more streaked 

but for me it is the face which separates the 

two birds. 

Twite have an orangey-cream throat with streaking on the flanks and a pale belly. The bill 

is pale yellow in winter. To me it gives the Twite a lovely soft warm face, some would say 

cute. 

The male has a pale pink rump which can be really hard to see. 

They feed restlessly in the greenery on the beach rising and dropping frequently. The call 

is distinctive, harsher than the Linnet with a twangy ring to it. 
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Twite.  Peter Rhind 

Redpoll. 

The Redpoll is a small, compact and arboreal feeder. It has a red or sometimes yellow 

forehead, a red/pink chest and a small black bib. It is generally darker than the other two 

and it has no white in the tail.The juveniles are plainer than the adults. The beak is yellow. 

It should be easily separated from the other two and is included here as the third of the 

brown finches. 

                                                        

 

Redpoll. 

Peter Rhind 

 

 

 

Redpolls themselves are split into a number of taxa. I am not entering that field!    This 

item is only intended as an introduction to these three finches. 

For more detail the following books are invaluable:  

Collins Bird Guide. Lars Svensson, Killian Mullarney and Dan Zetterstrom.  

Bird Identification. Alan Harris, Laurel Tucker and Keith Vinicombe.  

The above Bird I.D. by Macmillan has just been updated and republished by Helm. 

Peter Rhind 
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Then and Now-The changed status of Some Lancashire Birds 

 

Turtle Dove. 

Turtle Doves have always been rare North of the River Ribble, our area being at the 

extreme North West of the species range. The first and only breeding records were at 

Lytham in 1910 and1918. The South West mosslands between Liverpool and Tarleton had 

good numbers breeding with reduced numbers from about 1986 in line with a national 

decline. Sadly the last nesting occurred at Haskayne old railway cutting inland of Formby 

in 2001 where I heard song on the 22nd of June. 

Collared Dove. 

Collared doves had not been recorded in Britain when I 

began birding in1952 but a pair nested in North Norfolk 

in 1955 and I made the journey from Cley to Cromer 

where I saw three in April 1959. I saw my first in 

Lancashire in March 1963 at Formby following breeding 

there and at Ormskirk in 1961. The dramatic increase 

was such that up to 220 were roosting in Hesketh Park, 

Southport by December 1964. The first for the Fylde was 

at Lytham in May 1962 increasing to 60 by Autumn 

1965. Today the species is widespread in all lowland areas of Lancashire. 

Cuckoo. 

Formerly widespread and common in 

Lancashire, my notes, even as early as 

1969 mention it becoming scarce in the 

lowlands and a decline was referred to 

by K.G.Spencer in 1973. Even migrants 

are sadly now a rarity in the Fylde and 

one must travel to the edge of Bowland 

to have a reasonable chance of hearing 

that familiar call. Climate changes and agricultural changes, reduction of host species and 

caterpillars have all been suggested as causes for the cuckoos decline. 

Long Eared Owl. 

I saw singles at Marton Mere in March and November 1956 

and one was seen in 1970. Oakes (1953) reported many 

pairs in copses of birch and spruce between Stalmine, Pilling 

and Cockerham with 12 pairs located by T..Duerden in a 

season. 

Further South it bred near Marton (near Peel corner! ) By the 

time of the County Atlas (1997-2000) only about 30 pairs 

bred in Lancashire, mainly in the South West and East with 

one pair at Clifton on the Fylde. It was not until 1988 that the roost at Marton mere became 

established and despite disturbance it still persists. 
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Green Woodpecker. 

In the spring of 1957 I saw one on Skiddaw Rd off Vicarage Lane, Marton, even then a 

partly built up area. I saw occasional birds at Fairhaven and Lytham from 1954 to 1966 

including a pair and fledged young at Fairhaven Golf Course in July 1954. Nowadays the 

species is a rare Fylde visitor and though reduced it still hangs on around Bowland. 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker.  

Sadly this tiny woodpecker has declined almost to extinction in Lancashire coinciding with 

a huge national drop in numbers. There has been a drop in woodland breeding Starlings 

and consequent reduction in predation of young Great Spotted Woodpeckers. A huge 

increase in these is suggested as one reason for Lesser Spots decline and shortage of 

food for the young as another. Lancashire is at the North West limit of its range and it was 

never common. The North, Ribble valley and the Chorley area were former “strongholds”. 

In 1960 with a Fylde Naturalist and Preston Society walk from Redscar to Eliston in the 

Ribble valley we heard 3 birds and heard 2 more calling. That year I saw a pair with young 

at Wyresdale Park, Scorton and in 1966 a pair had young at Lytham Parish Church. In 

1972 a nest hole at Street Bridge, Scorton was enlarged by a Great spotted Woodpecker 

causing desertion. 

A successful nest was by the causeway at Leighton Moss in 1975 and in 1980 birds 

probably bred at Broughton. In 1972 a pair bred at Cockerham and in the 1980’s at 

Salwick and Lytham. 

Willow Tit. 

The Willow Tits main stronghold in Lancashire has always been South of the Ribble but a 

decrease in numbers was noted from about the early 90’s and now the remnants of a 

formerly strong population are in areas close to the border of Greater Manchester. They 

have always been rare or absent from the Fylde. I saw 2 in a pinewood north of the road 

near Winmarleigh Hall in November 1960 and a single nearby in December. In Spring 

1962 Ken Smith located a pair excavating a nest hole in a dead Elder branch in the pine 

plantation but the hole was subsequently deserted. One was at the Freckleton sewage 

farm on the 22nd of August 1965 and at that time a pair occupied the Naze area. In 

January 1998 2 were in a wet copse and on caravan feeders at Rawcliffe Hall and from 

2004 sightings have been made at Cottam. 

Bearded Tit. 

My first birds were in Norfolk and Suffolk 

in the 1950’s and the early 1960’s. Birds 

were thought to be non-migratory at the 

time but what we did not know was that 

the Dutch were creating enormous 

reedbeds whilst developing the 

Ijselmeer Polders. So it was with 

complete amazement that I heard (and 

later saw) a tight flock of 9 over the 

Tobacco dump at Formby Point on the 10th of October 1965. After circling they flew off 

towards Southport. My friend Raymond who I had forewarned heard one at Marton Mere 
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on the 22nd of October. Up to 9 wintered at the Mere including a Dutch ringed bird. 

Meanwhile on the 5th of November John Wilson found the first Leighton Moss Birds. 

Small numbers have been seen at Marton Mere in several years until1999. On the 6th of 

November Barry Dyson and I found 2 females in reeds fringing the largest pond at Preesall 

Pits. The Leighton Moss breeders fluctuate in numbers and do not appear to exhibit 

eruptive behaviour- a pity as the reedbeds at Marton Mere are much more extensive than 

formerly. 

Cetti’s Warbler. 

The first record for Britain was not until 1961 but birds had been spreading North in Europe 

and birds were nesting in Kent by 1972. While 

I was on the Scillies in October 1990 Harry 

Andrew heard one calling at Marton Mere on 

the 17th. On the 4th of November I had good 

views of this bird as did several Bird Club 

members with Pete Scholes using a bird 

squeaking device!!  Birds have been at the 

Mere every year since except 1997 gradually 

increasing in numbers and we recorded the 

first breeding record for Lancashire in 2010 

since when the have probably bred every year. More recently birds have colonised 

Leighton Moss. 

Photographs Peter Rhind and Paul Ellis 

Maurice Jones      

 

 

Forthcoming Events 

 

January 22  AGM 

February 24  Photographic Competition.   Don't forget to enter.   It would really help 

   if all entries reached me by February 14.     Thanks 

March 14  Extremadura: A Land of Contrasts.   

     (As a lover of Spain and Extremadura a not to be missed talk for me.  Ed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 17 

Fylde Bird Club Annual Photographic Competition 

February 24th 2015 

 

Each year the Fylde Bird Club holds a photographic competition. All members who paid 

their subscriptions for 2014 are invited to enter and may submit up to TWO photographs 

for each category: 

 

 Fylde 

 British Isles (does NOT include photographs taken in Fylde) 

 World (does NOT include photographs taken in Fylde and British Isles) 

 *Underexposed (person entering has not won before in a previous competition; 

 photographs must be taken in the Fylde) 

 

Digital photographs taken in the calendar year prior to the competition are acceptable. All 

entries to be submitted to Peter Rhind (by e-mail or by flash drive). It will help me 

enormously if all entries could reach me by February 15th although it will still be possible 

to enter on the night. If you have any queries please contact Peter: Tel. 01253 812495; E-

mail: rhind1003@btinternet.com 

Competition rules  

 Only TWO images per category per photographer 
 

 All photographs must be taken during 2014 
 

 No photographs taken at the nest 
 

 No photographs of captive or trapped birds 
 

 Please submit digital photographs only; slides/hard copies/prints will not be 
accepted (but may be submitted as scanned images). 
 

 Only photographers who have taken the top five photographs in each class (as voted 
by members) will be asked to elaborate on their entries (e.g. where the photograph 
was taken, type of equipment used etc). 
 

 Fylde, British Isles and World categories are open to ALL members.  
 

 ‘Underexposed’ category: 
o Optional category that is only open to entrants who have never won before 

in any category (Fylde, British Isles or World). 
o Only photographs taken in the Fylde are eligible 
o The same photographs can also be submitted in the Fylde category 

 

Winning entries will be available for viewing on the Fylde Bird Club photographic 

competition webpage:  http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/photocomp.htm. 

Peter 

http://www.fyldebirdclub.org/photocomp.htm
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